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Chapter  XXIX  — Still  the  Labor  Question. 

R MONTH  passed  before  a  satisfactory  foreman  was 
secured  for  the  laying  department.  It  was  a  busy 
month  for  everyone.  Dr.  Hart  had  taken  his 
departure  about  the  time  Hopper  was  engaged.  Money- 
toburn had  tried  to  persuade  him  to  take  the  position. 

Hart  declined,  saying:  "There  are  three  separate 
reasons,  anyone  of  which  is  sufficient  to  prevent  my 
accepting  your  offer.  Together  these  three  reasons 
make  it  impossible  for  me  even  to  consider  it.  In  the 
first  place,  though  my  practice  as  a  physician  falls  a  long 
way  short  of  making  me  a  decent  living,  I'm  not  yet 
ready  to  acknowledge  myself  a  failure  in  that  line  and 
throw  it  all  up.  My  start  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  I 
could  wish,  but  it  is  better  than  I  could  expect  again  if 
1  quit  now.  I  fully  believe  that  if  I  were  to  take  a  posi- 
tion as  a  poultryman  it  would  be  my  finish  as  a  physi- 
cian. There  would 
be  that  failure  at 
the  first  trial  always 
standing  against 
me.  I  have  only 
myself  to  provide 
for,  and  I  can 
worry  along.  In 
the  next  place,  I 
don't  know  that 
I'm  qualified  for 
the  position  you 
offer  me.  Hand- 
lings stock  through 
an  emergency 
where  my  special 
training  is  specially 
useful  is  quite  a 
different  proposi- 
tion from  taking  up 
the  full  responsi- 
bility of  a  depart- 
ment as  a  jK>r- 
manent  thing.  I 
probably  would  not 
get  on  very  well 
regularly  with  such 
a  gang  as  you  have 
to  take  in  order  to 
get  what  men  you 
need  on  this  plant. 
Finally,  I  wouldn't' 

get  along  at  all  with  Mr.  Carter.  I'm  not  saying  this 
as  in  any  way  against  him.  No  doubt  I'd  feel  the  same 
toward  anyone  else.  I  mention  him  because  he  is  the 
man  concerned  on  that  side  of  this  case." 

"As  to  your  first  reason,''  replied  Moneytoburn, 
"everyone  has  to  judge  matters  of  that  kind  for  him- 
self, and  I  don't  want  to  appear  to  try  to  persuade  you; 
but  taking  it  just  as  a  matter  in  which  we  are  both  inter- 
ested, it  seems  to  me  that  poultry  keeping  offers  a  man 
at  least  as  much  as  the  ordinary  doctorgets." 

"On  paper,"  replied  Hart  "on  paper  it  may;  but 
there  are  mighty  few  ponltrymen  making  even  an  ordi- 
nary physician's  income,  and  l>etween  the  best  incomes 
in  the  two  lines  there  is  no  comparison.  can't  see  the 
financial  inducements  in  poultry  that  some  are  able  to 
find,  and  as  to  the  other  side,  it  doesn't  tempt  me.  I 
like  fowls;  I  like  to  work  with  them.  I  have  a  certain 
amount  of  personal  skill  in  managing  them,  but  success 
as  a  poultryman,  nc  matter  how  good  the  financial  returns 
that  go  with  it,  does  not  carry  the  same  consideration  in 


the  community  that  a  professional  man  of  the  most 
ordinary  attainments  gets,  and  I  confess  that  I  have  a 
craving  for  that  kind  of  distinction  that  I  would  not 
make  any  violent  efforts  to  subdue  unless  I  got  to  the 
point  of  feeling  that  it  was  quite  hopeless  to  expect  ever 
to  establish  myself  in  my  profession." 

"Well,  about  some  of  the  other  points  you  mention. 
You  seem  to  have  given  the  labor  question  on  poultry 
plants  some  thought.  I'm  finding  it  a  good  deal  of  a 
puzzle.    Tell  me  frankly  what  you  think  about  it." 

"  I  don't  know  that  what  I  think  of  the  matter  will 
help  you  any.  In  fact  my  thoughts  on  that  subject  are 
in  a  rather  disjointed  state.  I' ve  never  tried  to  put  them 
together  so  that  I  could  fully  and  clearly  convey  my  ideas 
to  anyone.  In  a  general  way  my  opinion  is  that  con- 
ditions are  not  ripe  for  such  undertakings  as  this.  The 
labor  situation  is  too  unstable.     My  observation  has 
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been  that  ponltrymen  don't  hold  the  help  that  they  have 
trained,  and  never  get  beyond  themselves  and  one  or 
two  partly  skilled  assistants.  To  handle  a  busines  like 
this,  you  need  quite  a  force  of  men  trained  to  work 
together.  Von  will  pardon  my  saying  candidly  that  you 
haven't  got  it." 

"  I  know  that,"  Moneytoburn  answered,  "but I  don't 
see  any  reason  why  we  should  not  train  our  own  force  of 
men.  I  think  we  are  working  toward  that  now.  I'm 
willing  to  spend  money  to  train  help  and  keep  it  when 
trained,  just  as  freely  as  in  developing  anything  else 
necessary  to  make  the  business  a  success.  It  doesn't 
disturb  me  in  the  least  to  be  told  that  the  times  are  not 
ripe  for  my  undertaking.  With  money  you  can  do  any- 
thing and  everything.  I'm  ready  to  spend  my  money, 
and  I  expect  to  get  it  all  back,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  the  success  of  this  plant  a  big  factor  in  changing 
general  conditions.  I'd  feel  that  this  was  only  half  a 
success  if  it  was  the  only  one  of  its  kind." 
"Then,  there's  only  one  thing  for  you  to  do,"  said  Hart. 


"  What's  that?" 

"  Make  the  farm  a  training  school  for  ponltrymen. " 
"  Not  a  bad  idea  at  all,"  remarked  Moneytoburn  after 
a  moment's  reflection.  "  'Tis  worth  thinking  over." 

Having  devoted  several  days  of  more  or  less  intense 
mental  effort  to  development  of  the  idea  suggested  by 
Hart,  Moneytoburn  at  length  arrived  at  a  conclusion, 
and  mapped  out  a  plan  of  work  satisfactory  to  himself. 
This  much  accomplished,  he  communicated  the  plan  in 
its  general  outlines  to  Carter,  who  received  it  with  the 
cool  disdain  that  his  employer  had  anticipated  and  was 
prepared  to  deal  with. 

"Out  of  the  question.  Wouldn't  work  at  all,"  he 
declared  bluntly. 

"  Don't  be  too  positive  about  that.  It  certainly  isn't 
out  of  the  question,  for  the  plan  is  going  into  operation 
right  here  with  no  more  delay  than  is  necessary  to  make 

suitable  arrange- 
ments for  it.  The 
subject  of  the  train- 
ing and  education 
of  poultrymen  has 
been  very  thor- 
oughly discussed  in 
the  poultry  press 
in  the  last  few 
years.  I  spent 
all  day  and  even- 
ing yesterday  going 
carefully  through 
everything  I  could 
find  on  the  sub- 
ject. I've  analyzed 
and  compared  the 
views  of  the  men 
in  charge  of  poul- 
try courses,  of 
editors,  and  of 
poultrymen,  and 
I  find  that  I  can 
make  right  here  on 
this  farm  a  situa- 
tion that  will  solve 
that  question  and 
our  labor  question 
at  the  same  time." 

"What  next?" 
gasped  Carter 
under  his  breath. 
Audibly  lfe  said,  "  Indeed;  and  how  is  it  to  be  done?" 

"Simplest  thing  you  ever  heard  of.  Practical  work 
and  instruction  in  the  theory  of  poultry  keeping  com- 
bined in  proper  amounts.  Say",  practice  from  G  to  9 
A.  M.,  with  half  an  hour  out  for  breakfast.  Then  an 
hour  intermission.  Classes  10  to  11  o'clock.  An  hour 
for  work  that  must  be  done  at  noon.  An  hour  for 
dinner  and  rest.  Two  hours  class  work  or  preparation 
for  it.  Practical  work  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon. 
Occasionally  have  a  practical  talk  by  some  noted  author- 
ity on  poultry  culture  in  the  evening.  Pay  the  students 
fair  wages  for  the  time  they  work,  and  increase  their 
pay  as  they  become  more  skillful.  If  any  of 'them  want 
to  drop  the  instruction  and  work  on  full  time,  all  right ; 
but  require  so  much  practical  work  from  everyone." 
"  And  who  is  to  do  the  instructing?  " 
"I'll  have  the  best  man  I  can  get  of  those  that  have 
been  giving  instruction  in  poultry  courses." 

' '  And  do  you  expect  to  be  able  to  get  students 
enough  to  warrant  that?" 
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"Sure.  Why  not?  I  not  only  expect  to  get  more 
student*  than  one  man  can  look  after,  hut  I  expect  to 
jret  enough  to  do  the  work  on  this  farm  as  we  extend 
operations.  Why;  it  will  he  the  best  opportunity  any- 
one  wishing  .to  learn  the  business  could  possibly  have. 
Our  students  —  our  men  they  will  be  —  will  get  the  best 
instruction  in  every  line  that  money  can  buy.  The 
plant  will  be  a  working  experimental  laboratory  for 
them." 

"  Experiments  and  work  for  profit  don't  coml.ine  sat- 
isfactorily." 

"  Perhaps  not  under  ordinary  conditions,  but  we  will 
make  extraordinary  conditions.  Some  big  corporations 
are  running  schools  for  the  instruction  of  apprentices  in 
their  work,  and  training  men  literally  by  the  hundreds. 
We'll  do  the  same  thing  in  our  line.  I  know  the  idea  is 
not  new.  Something  of  the  kind,  on  a  small  scale,  has 
beerj  tried  before,  but  not  in  a  thorough  businesslike 
way.  I'm  going  to  do  everything  that  money,  brains, 
and  skill  can  do  to  make  this  thing  go." 

"  And  w  hat  part  in  the  programme  am  I  supposed  to 
(ill?  " 

"None  on  the  strictly  educational  programme.  To 
you,  as  superintendent  of  the  plant,  it  will  only  mean 
that  certain  men  w  ho  work  here  take  out  of  each  day 
periods  for  study,  which  if  they  were  giving  all  their 
time  to  work,  would  be  given  to  special  work  of  various 
kinds,  or  —  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  my  brief 
experience  —  to  killing  time  between  the  times  in  which 
each  day's  necessary  work  is  done.  I  can't  see  that  the 
fact  that  some  of  our  men  are  students  will  make  any 
particular  difl'erence  to  you.  With  the  foremen  under 
you,  you'll  have  to  allot  them  their  work  and  look  after 
them  during  the  hours  given  to  work,  but  what  they  do 
at  the  other  periods  will  put  no  additional  responsibility 
on  you,  nor  w  ill  the  arrangements  made  for  their  instruc- 
tion call  for  thought  to  make  them  fit  into  the  plans  you 
make." 

"  I  can't  quite  see  it  that  way,"  replied  Carter,  "not 
on  the  case  as  you  have  outlined  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  going  to  make  a  lot  of  difl'erence  in  the  plan- 
ning for  the  work  and  in  getting  it  done.  However, 
I'm  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  other  way  of  getting 
help  in  such  quantities  as  the  development  of  your  plans 
requires,  and  I'm  ready  to  do  everything  I  can  to  make 
things  work  smoothly  and  satisfactorily." 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  narrative 
that  the  details  be  given  of  the  negotiations  which  con- 
cluded with  a  contract  between  Moneytobum  and  Prof. 
Marry  Jaynes  Jilson,  which  would  have  suited  the  party 
of  the  second  part  much  better  had  it  been  for  a  longer 
r4>eriod  than  one  year.  Moneytobum,  growing  wary 
I  through  exjierience,  positively  declined  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  a  three  or  live  year  contract. 

"  Xo,  Professor,"  said  he,  "  no  long  time  contract  at 
present.     While  1  have  great  1 1< >im-h  < if  this  plan,  it  may 
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not  work,  or  you  may  not* be  the  man  to  work  it.  I 
might  want  to  discontinue  it,  or  make  a  change  next 
year.  You  might  not  care  to  stay.  We  will  try  it  for  a 
year,  and  toward  the  end  of  that  time  we  can  begin  to 
make  plans  for  a  longer  period  if  the  outlook  is  satis- 
factory. I'm  getting  more  things  on  my  hands  than 
were  dreamed  of  in  my  preliminary  studies  of  the  poul- 
try business,  and  while  as  I  see  it  now,  they  should  all 
pan  out  right,  my  experience  to  date  has  convinced  me 
that  it  is  safer  to  make  temporary  arrangements  until 
you  know  your  men  well." 

' '  But,  "  protested  Jilson,  ' '  a  year  hardly  gives  a  man 
time  to  show  what  he  can  do  in  a  matter  of  this  kind." 

"There's  some  truth  in  that.  I  begin  to  think, 
though,  that  most  men  can  show  what  they  can't  do  in 
considerably  less  than  a  year,  and  I  don't  know  but  on 
the  whole  that's  the  more  important  thing." 

So  the  contract  was  written  for  a  year,  and  Prof. 
Harry  Jaynes  Jilson  heaved  a  great  sigh  of  relief  when 
his  copy  of  it  was  safely  in  his  pocket,  and  he  had 
exchanged  the  uncertainties  of  occasional  engagements 
for  the  security  of  a  fixed  salary  much  in  excess  of  his 
previous  income.  He  had  secured  the  position  because 
he  was  the  best  available  man.  Moneytobum 's  first 
preference  had  been  for  a  man  who  had  made  some  rep- 
utation as  an  instructor  in  poultry  culture,  but  none  of 
the  men  of  this  class  would  consider  his  proposition  for 
a  one  year  engagement,  and  with  a  caution  in  sharp  con- 
trast with  the  haste  in  which  he  had  taken  up  the  idea, 
he  avoided  committing  himself  to  an  engagement  which 
tied  his  project  to  one  individual.  He  had  more  faith 
in  the  undertaking  than  in  the  men  upon  whom  he 
must  depend  to  carry  it  out. 

Jilson  began  operations  by  placing  their  proposition 
before  the  poultry  classes  in  the  agricultural  college 
giving  instruction  in  the  subject.  The  results  from  this 
source  fell  far  below  his  expectations.  He  had  confi- 
dently anticipated  Ja  grand  rush  from  the  short  courses 
then  in  session  to  the  advantages  [offered  by  the  Money- 
tobum Poultry  Farm,  and  the  professional  instruction  of 
so  competent  a  specialist  as  himself.  He  was  therefore 
grievously  disappointed  when  after  much  correspondence 
and  visits  to  two  colleges,  he  found  that  the  net  result  of 
that  effort  was  just  one  man  —  and  he  not  the  most 
promising. 

Announcements  in  the  poultry  press  yielded  more  sat- 
isfactory returns.  The  magnificent  total  of  six  on  hand 
when  the  "  course  "  began  the  first  week  in  March,  was 
not  calculated  by  the  powers  that  direct  events  to  main- 
t£*n  the  enthusiasm  with  which  Moneytobum  had 
entered  upon  the  project,  or  to  inspire  Prof.  Harry 
Jaynes  Jilson  with  great  hope  for  a  renewal  of  his  en- 
gagement at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  only  man  pleased  with  the  situation  was  Carter. 

(To  be  continued). 


Exposure  and  "White  Diarrhea" 


11IAVK  read  with  much  interest  in  June  1st  Farm- 
Pon.TKY,  the  article  by  II.  R.  Ingalls,  on  the  white 
diarrhea  trouble. 
Our  experience  has  not  1  Htm  great,  hatching  only  L'UO 
to  :?00  chicks  a  year,  hut  I  am  inclined  to  think  brother 
Ingalls  is  on  the  wrong  "tack "  when  he  lays  too  much 
stress  on  the  chilling  theory. 

I  do  not  advertise  the  fact,  but  I  dare  say  I  handle 
newly  hatched  chicks,  during  and  after  hatching,  about 
as  carelessly  as  the  law  allows.  I  have  had  very  little 
experience  w  ith  a  brooder,  but  as  Mr.  Ingalls  says  the 
results  were  no  more  satisfactory  when  the  chicks  were 
given  to  hens  to  bring  up,  it  looks  as  though  there  was 
something  wrong  before  they  reached  the  brooder  or 
hens. 

If  the  slight  exposure  which  Mr.  Ingalls  mentions 
would  induce  an  epidemic  of  the  trouble,  I  am  sure  we 
should  never  raise  a  chick,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
have.  1  think,  better  than  average  luck,  getting  through 
to  maturity  ninety  per  cent  of  the  chicks  hatched,  and 
the  ten  per  cent  loss  is  principally  from  accidents,  such 
as  the  chicks  running  to  wrong  coop  and  getting  scalped 
by  the  hen,  loss  from  crows,  hawks,  cats,  etc.  We  have 
occasionally  one  paste  up  behind  and  lose  interest  in 
things  around  him  —  not  for  long,  for  I  speed  him  for  a 
stone  wall  that  is  handy  by,  and  end  bis  misery  and  the 
chance  of  his  getting  into  the  ''r^'"^  oen  in  case  he 
survives. 


To  get  back  to  the  handling  during  and  immediately 
follow  ing  the  completion  of  the  hatch.  I  handle  them 
just  as  though  exposure  would  not  hurt  them  in  the 
least. 

When  hens  are  hatching  you  read  so  much  that  "  you 
must  not  go  near  them,  nor  touch  the  eggs."  I  not  only 
go  near  them,  but  take  out  the  eggs  to  see  how  they  are 
coining  along,  and  if,  when  the  hatch  is  about  over,  I 
wish  to  count  them,  I  set  them  out  on  the  floor  —  many 
of  them  before  they  are  hardly  dry — then  put  them 
hack.  As  soon  as  they  are  dry  I  take  the  hen  under  one 
arm  and  put  the  chicks  in  a  cold  tin  pail,  with  no  cover- 
ing, and  carry  them  out  of  doors  to  the  coop,  put  the 
hen  in,  and  put  the  chicks  under  or  around  her,  and 
leave  them  to  get  under.  Have  done  this  during  April 
and  May,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  weather 
has  been  cold,  windy,  and  raw;  but  have  suffered  very 
few  losses,  and  none  traceable  to  exposure.  A  few  are 
draw  n  out  in  hatching,  getting  out  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
anil  drop  off,  and  the  sooner  the  better  if  they  are  not 
strong,  to  suit  my  notion. 

In  the  incubator  I  am  not  very  fussy.  I  have  hatched 
I icttcr  than  90  per  cent  of  the  fertile  eggs  when  fertility 
was  good.  I  slide  the  egg  tray  back,  giving  room  for 
them  to  drop  into  the  nursery,  and  have  often  opened 
the  door,  taken  out  the  shells,  and  lifted  wet  chicks  to 
the  nursery  as  soon  as  they  left  the  shell,  where  they  re- 
main until  the  hatch  is  completed,  when  they  are  taken 


in  an  open  pail  or  bushel  basket  and  given  to  the  hens 
the  same  as  described  for  hen  hatched  chicks.  I  never 
noted  any  higher  mortality  from  the  incubator  hatched 
than  from  the  hen  hatched  chicks,  and  no  predisposition 
to  diarrhea. 

Perhaps  this  proves  nothing  so  far  as  Mr.  Ingalls' 
chicks  are  concerned,  but  it  proves  that  good  healthy 
Rhode  Island  Red  chicks,  from  good  healthy  parent 
stock  will  not  contract  the  trouble  from  any  reasonable 
exposure  when  very  young  —  they  never  have  with  us. 

I  once  had  some  Barred  Rock  chicks  among  which  the 
diarrhea  appeared,  and  took  quite  a  percentage,  but  to 
my  mind  the  trouble  was  inherited  in  that  case.  It  was 
when  I  was  quite  new  at  the  business,  and  I  fed  too 
heavily  on  wet  mash,  and  the  females  from  which  I 
saved  the  eggs  were  overfat  and  all  soiled  behind  because 
of  looseness  of  the  bowels.  Anyway,  the  chicks  had 
the  diarrhea,  and  most  of  them  died.  I  attributed  the 
trouble  to  the  parent  stock,  and  have  had  no  trouble 
since,  not  having  had  the  trouble  in  the  breeders. 

In  starting  chicks  we  plan  to  give  them  sand  or  gravel, 
and  when  24  to  36  hours  old  we  throw7  them  some  dry 
rolled  oats,  and  give  them  water,  intending  never  to 
allow  the  water  suppy  to  become  exhausted.  The  rolled 
oat  diet  is  given  exclusively  for  two  or  three  days,  when 
we  work  in  a  little  wheat  and  cracked  corn.  Under  this 
treatment  we  have  had  good  luck,  and  \ery  little  disease 
of  any  kind.  '  D.  J.  Rvtheb. 
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A  Poultry  House  That  Was  Built  in  a  Hurry. 

LESSON  IV. 


A   Fancier's  Plant  on  the  Colony  Plan. 


THIS  is  the  story  of  a  recently  established  plant,  the  real  beginnings  of  which 
may  be  clearly  traced  back  through  a  long  period  of  years  before  the  pro- 
prietor became  in  any  way  identified  with  fancy  poultry  interests.    It  is  there- 
fi  re  the  story  of  a  plant  which  furnishes  some  very  useful  lessons. 

Nearly  fifteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Lester  Tompkins  purchased  for  gardening  purposes  a 
run  down  farm  of 
about  thirty-five  acres, 
at  G  on  CO  r  d,  Mass. 
there  were  on  the 
place  several  old  poul- 
try houses.  The  larger 
of  these  were  of  some- 
what unusual  type. 
All  the  buildings  were 
in  need  of  extensive 
repairs.  The  earth 
tloors,  by  constant 
removal  of  earth  with 
the  droppings,  with- 
out renewing  the 
Moor,  had  been  lowered 
so  much  that  the  sin- 
gle matter  of  filling 
them  to  a  proper 
level  involved  enough 
work  to  make  it  ques- 
tionable whether  it 
was  worth  while  to 
renovate  the  old  build- 
ings. 

After  some  deliberation  Mr.  Tompkins  decided  to  repair  and  use  the  houses,  and 
this  having  been  done,  purchased  a  stock  of  fowls,  including  several  popular  varieties. 
Within  a  year  or  two  afterward,  his  father  presented  him  with  some  Rhode  Island 
Reds.    This  is  the  first  event  of  special  importance  in  the  history  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Tompkins,  Senior  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  colony 
system  in  Rhode  Island,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Red  fowl,  and  Mr.  Lester  Tompkins 
as  a  boy  and  a  young  man  had  been  familiar  with  both.  He  had  an  ingrained 
preference  for  Rhode  Island  Reds,  and  within  a  few  years  was  growing  them  exclu- 
sively, though  with  no  purpose  of  doing  anything  more  than  utilize  the  equipment 
for  poultry  that  he  had  found  on  the  farm.  His  father  had  been  quite  exceptional 
among  the  Rhode  Island  farmers  in  whose  hands  the  Rhode  Island  Reds  took  form,  in 
that  be  was  always  a  careful  breeder  as  well  as  a  grower  of  fowls.    He  bred  always 

from  selected  specimens  separated  fr        the  general  stock,  and  fowls  from  his  farm 

were  much  in  demand  among  those  who  wished  to  improve  their  stock.  Mr. 
Tompkins  followed  the  same  policy. 

As  interest  in  Rhode  Island  Reds  began  both  to  spread  and  to  become  acute  the 
flock  here  attracted  the. attention  of  fanciers  in  the  vicinity  of  Concord.  Visitors  to 
inspect  the  stock  came  frequently,  and  offers  to  buy  were  often  made.  The  figures 
mentioned  were  within  the  range  of  prices  supposed  to  be  attractive  to  a  farmer  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  quality  of  his  stock  estimated  by  fanciers'  standards,  and  was 
not  posted  on  fancy  prices. 

Perhaps  this  estimate  of  the  situation  was  in  a  measure  correct.  Mr.  Tompkins 
was  not  at  that  time  posted  on  the  fancy  poultry  business.  He  did  not  know  what 
type  of  the  breed  was  most  popular.  He  had  been  breeding  for  himself,  to  his  own 
ideals,  which  we  may  reasonably  infer  were  based  on  the  type,  or  types  which  had 
been  given  the  preference  on  his  father's  farm.  He  knew  in  a  general  way  that 
prices  much  greater  than  those  offered  him  were  paid  for  fine  stock,  and  from  the 
evident  eagerness  of  fanciers  to  buy  his  birds  he  inferred  that  the  fowls  were  probably 
worth  more  than  the  pri<ies  ottered  him.    He  did  not  sell  many  birds. 


The  Way  the  Chicks  Are  Started. 


He  began  to  interest  himself  in  the  Reds  in  the  yards  of  fanciers,  and  to  compare 
them  with  his  own.  Proceeding  along  this  line  he  soon  became  convinced  that  he 
ha«l  a  line  of  stock  that  would  warrant  his  entering  the  strongest  Rhode  Island  Red 
competition,  and  he  began  to  get  ready  to  make  his  first  exhibit  at  the  Boston  show, 
January,  1903. 

The  principal  part  of  this  preparation  consisted  in  visiting  all  the  shows  he  could, 
and  carefully  studying  the  Rhode  Island  Red  classes,  especially  with  an  eye  to  the 
preferences  of  different  judges.  By  the  time  be  had  to  select  birds  to  send  to  Boston 
he  felt  that  he  knew  pretty  near  what  h  needed  to  win  with  there.  lie  won  first 
pen,  some  seconds  in  the  open  classes,  and  a  number  of  minor  places.  His  winnings 
of  course  attracted  the  attention  of  R.  I.  Red  breeders,  but  not  more  than  is  usual 
under  such  circumstances.  More  fanciers  in  quest  of  stock  began  to  visit  the  farm, 
and  discovered  an  exceptionally  high  average  quality  in  the  stock.  Mr.  Tompkins 
showed  again  the  following  winter.  Then  in  the  fall  of  1!)04  he  made  an  exhibit  at 
the  World's  fair  at  St.  Louis,  and  came  in  for  a  large  share  of  the  winnings.  Since 
then  his  birds  have  been  seen  each  year  at  important  shows,  and  the  demand  for 
his  stock  and  eggs  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  Rhode  Island  Reds  are  now 
the  principal  product  of  the  farm. 

On  a  superficial  view  this  case  looks  like  one  in  which  good  luck  had  played  no 
small  part.  But  with  the  facts  above  related  before  him,  I  think  the  readers  will  see 
clearly  that  the  results  were  a  legitimate  product  of  circumstances,  even  though  the 
possibility  of  such  results  was  never  considered  until  the  train  of  circumstances 
moving  toward  them  had  arrived  in  sight  of  them.  This  line  of  stock,  though  new  to 
fanciers  of  the  breed,  was  in  reality  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  carefully  bred  lines. 
That  it  presented  some  diversity  of  types,  is  evident  from  the  pains  taken  by  Mr. 
Tompkins  to  learn  what  type  he  ought"  to  select  for  his  first  exhibit,  but  I  think  it 
will  be  regarded  by  breeders  generally  as  quite  remarkable  that  such  a  high  average 
of  winning  quality  should  have  been  produced  without  either  the  guidance  of  a  com- 
monly accepted  standard  or  competition  and  comparison  with  the  stock  of  others. 
The  one  element  of  luck  or  chance  in  the  situation  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the 

Tompkins  who  bred 
this  line  so  long 
should  have  generally 
given  the  preference  to 
that  one  of  many 
types  developed 
among  Rhode  Island 
Reds  which  became 
the  popular  type. 

As  his  reputation  as 
an  exhibitor  and 
breeder  extended,  and 
his  winnings  brought 
him  business  at  prices 
that  warranted  devot- 
ing an  ever  increasing 
proportion  of  his  time 
and  of  the  farm  to 
poultry,  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins had  to  consider 
the  matter  of  enlarg- 
ing his  equipment  for 
breeding  stock  and  for 
growing  chickens. 
Trained   a  s  every 

farmer  boy  in  the  colony  section  of  Rhode  Island  is  trained  in  the  colony  method 
in  use  there,  it  was  natural  that  in  the  extension  of  his  plant  he  should  follow  the 
ideas  and  to  some  extent  the  practices  of  that  section.  So  we  see  in  his  farm 
today  the  only  illustration  which  I  have  found  of  colony  methods  applied  by  one 
trained  in  them  to  conditions  different  from  those  under  which  the  colony  system 
was  developed.  Mr.  Tompkins  is  now  .breeding  primarily  for  exhibition  purposes, 
and  his  object  is  to  produce  as  many  birds  as  possible,  and  sell  as  many  of  these 
as  he  can  without  too  much  depleting  his  stock  of  breeding  fowls.  The  Rhode 
Island  farmers  with  very  few  exceptions  aim  to  produce  what  fowls  they  need  for 
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Colony  Houses  on  Lester  Tompkins'  Farm,  Concord.  Mass. 

their  own  use.  His  farm  is  much  smaller  than  the  average  farm  in  the  colony 
section,  and  not  nearly  so  large  a  proportion  of  it  can  be  used  at  the  same  time  or 
in  the  same  season  for  other  stock  or  crops.  His  locality  is  infested  with  foxes,  thus 
preventing  giving  the  fowls  the  freedom  they  have  on  a  Rhode  Island  farm.  Under 
such  conditions  material  modifications  of  the  colony  system  were  necessary.  Let  us 
see  how  it  was  applied. 

Most  of  the  fowls  have  to  be  yarded,  the  only  exception  I  noticed  being  a  flock  of 
layers  in  a  house  that  was  roughly  built  of  boards  at  some  distance  from  the  main 
group  of  poultry  houses,  to  accommodate  a  surplus  when  the  other  buildings  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  stock.    These  hens  have  free  range.    For  the  rest  yards  are  necessary 
both  to  keep  the  special  matings  separate  and  to  keep  the  stock  evenly  distributed 
over  the  land  it  occupies.    The  houses  have  to  be  too  close  together  to  use  the  colony 
plan  without  fences.    Even  if  houses  could  be  placed  far  enough  apart  to  do  without 
fences  it  would  not  tie  advisable  to  do  so  with  such 
small  flocks  as  are  found  where  breeders  are  carefully 
selected.    The  colony  plan  applied  to  matings  of  six, 
eight,  <>r  even  ten  or  twelve  females  to  a  male,  would 
make  the  work  of  caring  for  the  fowls  three  or  four 
times  as  great  as  on  the  Rhode  Island  farms,  while 
the  expense  of  housing  could  not  be  much  less. 

To  illustrate:  A  house  one-fourth  the  size  of  such 
a  building  as  is  used  in  Rhode  Island  for  an  average 
number  of,  approximately,  thirty-five  hens,  would  not 
answer  satisfactorily  for  six  or  eight  hens.  It  might 
do  if  only  one  or  two  small  flocks  were  kept,  but 
where  there  are  forty  or  fifty  such  flocks  the  incon- 
veniences of  the  small  house  multiplied  by  forty  or 
fifty  would  become  intolerable.  Even  for  the  smaller 
number  of  hens  there  must  be  about  the  same  height 
of  house  as  for  a  Hock  of  thirty-five,  while  the  ground 
dimensions  cannot  be  much  reduced.  Hence  the  cost 
per  hen  of  housing  the  small  flock  is  much  greater 
than   for  the  large  one.     On  the  labor  side  of  the 

question  the  dill'erence  is  much  greater.  In  a  field  of  four  or  five  acres  a  Rhode 
Island  fanner  would  put  four  or  five  colonies  of  thirty-five  hens  each.  A  breeder 
like  Mr.  Tompkins,  wishing  to  keep  his  breeders  on  the  same  conditions  as  to 
range,  would  have  hardly  more  fowls  on  the  field  than  is  usual  in  one  house  in  the 
colony  section.  That  would  mean  that  as  much  labor  would  lie  required  to  take  care 
of  the  lesser  as  of  the  larger  number.  It  would  also  mean  that  with  this  arrange- 
ment the  stock  would  not  be  economically  handled  by  the  colony  system. 

Then  there  are  the  foxes  of  which  mention  has  been  made.  Here  every  house  must 
Ik'  closed  at  night,  and  opened  in  the  morning.  This,  Mr.  Tompkins  says,  is  the  job 
on  which  his  men  generally  kick  vigorously.  The  man  working  hy  the  month  at 
present  was  hired  with  the  express  stipulation  that  shutting  up  at  night  was  a  part  of 
his  duty,  and  makes  no  fuss  about  it.  It  is  not  so  much  the  actual  amount  of  work 
this  job  calls  for  that  makes  m<  n  objeel  to  it.     Il  is  the  fact  that  it  is  the  one  daily  task 


as  many  birds  as  necessary  to  keep  it  comforta- 
ble in  cold  weather.  Mr.  Tompkins  says  lie 
finds  that  the  number  varies  somewhat  for 
houses  of  different  construction  but  of  about  the 
same  dimensions,  and  also  for  similar  houses 
differently  situated,  and  that  for  him  the 
practical  way  is  to  determine  for  each  house  the 
number  it  will  proj>erly  accommodate.  This 
he  does  by  putting  in  a  house  at  first  the  aver- 
age number  of  hens  in  houses  of  like  dimen- 
sions, then  adding  to  or  reducing  the  number, 
as  seems  advisable,  if  conditions  or  results  in 
the'  house  indicate  such  a  change*  might  be 
advantageous. 

There  is  a  suggestion  here  for  those  who 
are  puzzled  by  differences  in  results  in  differ- 
ent pens  of  the  same  house,  or  in  different 
houses  of  the  same  .type.  I  have  had  such  dif- 
ferences both  in  my  own  yards  and  in  cases 
brought  to  me  for  advice,  but  never  could  sat- 
isfactorily explain  them.  Perhaps  changing 
difference. 


Coop  Used  For  Hen  end  Chicks 


that  cannot  he  shifted  that  is  so  aggravating.  All  the  other  work  may  be  finished  in 
the  afternoon,  and  but  for  the  shutting  up  it 
would  l>e  possible  on  most  farms  so  to  arrange 
matters  that  the  man  in  charge  could  generally 
have  his  evenings  free.  Even  with  the  buildings 
grouped  as  near  as  may  l>c  and  given  suitable 
yards,  it  is  quite  a  trip  to  make  the  final  circuit 
of  the  plant  every  evening.  If  they  were  scat- 
tered as  by  the  colony  plan  the  shutting  up 
would  take  almost  as  much  time  as  feeding  and 
watering.  So  the  housing  is  on  a  modification 
of  the  colony  plan,  a  sort  of  condensation  of 
it,  with  yards. 

In  the  use  of  the  houses  Mr.  Tompkins  fol- 
lows the  Rhode  Island  practice  of  tilling  each 
house  to  its  capacity,  except  during  the  breed- 
ing season,  when  the  number  in  a  flock  is 
determined  by  the  usual  considerations  of 
appropriateness  in  mating  and  suitable  num- 
ber of  females  for  the  male.  With  ununited 
fowls  and  substantially  with  all  the  stock  during 
the  winter,  the  rule  is  to  put  into  each  house 


the  numbers  would  make  a 

In  hatching  and  rearing  chicks,  Mr.  Tompkins  uses  hens,  and  follows  quite  closely 
the  general  practice  in  the  colony  section  of  Rhode  Island.  The  most  marked  differ- 
ence is,  that  having  less  land,  his  young  chicks  are  cooped  closer  together. 

In  feeding,  also,  he  uses  no  more  modification  of  practice  there  than  is  usual  to  find 
among  poultrymen  in  the  practice  of  their  favorite  method  at  different  times,  under 
different  conditions.  He  feeds  a  mash  in  the  morning,  mixed  with  cold  water,  not 
cooked,  as  is  customary  in  the  colony  section.  The  preparation  of  his  mash  includes 
one  feature  revived  from  old  practice  in  little  Compton,  which  was  new  to  me.  In 
making  his  mash  with  cold  water,  mixing  up  all  ingredients  at  the  same  time,  he 
found  some  difficulty  in  making  the  beef  scraps  stick  to  the  other  ingredients  anil 
give  the  consistency  he  wanted.  Finally  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  result  he  was 
aiming  for  could  be  secured  by  soaking  the  beef  scraps  over  night  in  water,  as  w  as 

done  when  he  was  a  boy.     He  tried  it,  and  the 
method  worked  so  well  that  it  has  been  continued. 
The  mash  fed  in  the  morning  is  made  by  plac- 
.  ing  in  the  box  in  which  it  is  to  be  mixed  the  amount 
of  scraps  to  be  used,  and  pouring  over  them  as  much 
cold  water  as  they  w  ill  absorb  during  the  night.  The 
quantity  must  be  determined  experimentally.    It  is 
not  the  same  for  different  makes  and  grades  of  scraps. 
For  information  of  those  disposed  to  try  the  plan  it 
may  be  said  that  the  scraps  swell  amazingly  and  take 
up  a  much  greater  quantity  of  water  than  would  l>e 
supposed.     The  fact  that  different  lots  of  scraps  vary 
so  much  in  capacity  to  absorb  water,  is  of  more  im- 
portance in  a  reference  to  the  matter  for  the  infor- 
mation of  many  persons  using  many  makes  of  scraps, 
than  in  the  practice  of  one  person.     Mr.  Tompkins 
using  the  same  brand  of  scraps  all  the  time,  does  not 
have  to  experiment.     For  ground  grains  he  uses  corn 
meal  and  shorts,  about  three  parts  meal  to  two  of 
shorts.    At  the  time  of  my  visit  he  was  adding  alfalfa 
meal  to  the  mash,   though  he  does  not  usually  continue  this  in  summer.  The 
ingredients  of  the  mash  are  mixed  with  cold  water  in  a  large  box,  shovels  being  used 
to  mix  with,  and  when  thoroughly  mixed  allowed  to  stand  for  half  an  hour  or  so  before 
being  fed.    This  mash  is  fed  to  both  chicks  and  old  fowls.    The  old  fowls  are  fed  grain 
only  once,  making  two  feeds  a  day.    The  chicks  are  fed  of tener.    This  season  a  dish 
of  dry  mash  has  been  kept  beside  each  coop  of  chicks,  as  an  attraction  to  keep  them 
from  running  about  in  the  grass,  which  in  so  wet  a  season  is  not  dry  near  as  large  a 
proportion  of  the  time  as  when  sunny,  bright  days  predominate. 

To  go  more  minutely  into  details  of  management,  would  only  be  to  traverse  again 
ground  that  has  been  gone  over  more  than  once  in  these  lessons.  The  conditions 
maintained  here  leave  the  balancing  of  rations  to  the  hens  and  nature,  to  at  least  such 
an  extent  that  while  exact  proportions  may  be  observed  as  a  matter  of  habit,  it  is 
not  essential  to  do  so.  I  want  to  discuss  particularly  some  aspects  of  this  business  which 
will  interest  those  who  are  finding,  feeding,  watering,  and  housing,  minor  problems. 
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In  a  sense  it  may  be  said  that  Mr.  Tompkins'  success  as  a  breeder  and  exhibitor 
lias  been  thrust  upon  him.  At  present,  perhaps  for  some  years,  possibly  as  a  perma- 
nent thing,  he  can  most  profitably  devote  his  attention  and  his  farm  to  poultry.  Ik- 
has  other  interests  besides  those  of  the  farm.  His  farming  had  for  some  years  lieen 
carried  on  in  conjunction  w  itli  his  w  i  ii  k  as  traveling  representative  of  a  leading  fence 
manufacturing  company,  a  position  which  did  not  entirely  monopolize  his  time,  and 
which  worked  in  quite  well  w  ith  farming,  because  much  farm  work  could  be  done  in 
the  dull  season  for  the  other  business,  and  the  farm  also  offered  an  opportunity  to  give 
steady  work  to  assistants  whose  services  he  wished  to  command  permanently  in  fence 
construction. 

Now  if  he  consulted  only  his  immediate  advantage,  Mr.  Tompkins  would  probably 
quit  the  fence  business,  and  give  all  his  time  to  poultry;  but  there  are  two  practical 
questions  which  he  considers  have  a  very  important  bearing  on  the  situation.  The 
first  is,  whether  the  satisfactory  conditions  in  this  poultry  business  will  continue 
indefinitely.  The  second  is  whether  the  farm  will  permanently  furnish  suitable 
accomodations  for  the  fow  ls  his  business  w  ould  require. 

1  think  it  correctly  represents  his  attitude  in  the  situation  to  say  that  he  accepts  the 
present  prosperity  in  his  poultry  business  with  the  disposition  to  make  the  most  of  it, 
but  is  not  inclined  to  put  an  excessive  amount  of  the  profits  back  into  the  business  in 
expectation  of  thereby  rapidly  increasing  his  business.  Thequesfion  of  the  possibility 
of  the  land  becoming  tainted  and  chicks  failing  to  develop  as  they  now  do,  deters  him 
from  increasing  hisstock  beyond  w  hat  can  be  handled  in  a  rotation  that  will  not  keep 
low  Is  on  the  same  ground  too  many  years  in  succession.  To  many  poultrymen  thirty- 
live  acres  would  seem  to  oiler  almost  unlimited  possibilities ;  not  so  to  one  trained  in 
the  colony  system.  Hence  Mr.  Tompkins  has  a  spirit  of  caution  in  this  matter  which 
comparatively  few  men  would  show  under  the  circumstances.  Tome  it  seems  a  com- 
mendable spirit.  1  have  seen  a  good  many  poultry  farms  go  back  because  they  were 
overstocked.    The  colony  method  keeps  as  far  from  that  error  as  possible. 

The  question  of  the  future  of  a  popular  breed  is  one  which  the  many  successful 
breeders  of  that  breed  can  answ  er  only  one  way.  They  can  see  no  reason  why  its  pop- 
ularity and  their  business  should  not  continue  to  increase.  Men  are  most  likely  to  be 
strong  in  this  opinion  when  their  success  is  pronounced  and  of  recent  date,  and  if  Mr. 


Tompkins  looked  at  the  future  of  the  R.  I.  Reds  and  of  hisstock  only  through  present 
rosy  prospects,  I  suppose  he  would  feel  that  the  outlook  w  arranted  planning  for  the 
time  another  breeder  of  Reds — no  longer  in  the  business — used  to  foresee,  when  the 
beds  would  have  supplanted  all  the;  Rocks  and  Wyandot tes,  and  be  "  the  whole  thing  " 
in  popularity.  But  he  looks  at  the  future  of  the  breed  and  of  his  ow  n  prominence  in 
connection  with  it  as  subject  to  change,  and  so  while  making  the  most  of  present 
opportunities,  he  is  not  going  to  throw  everything  else  aside  to  push  them  to  the 
farthest  possible  limit,  but  will  do  all  he  can  with  the  Reds  without  letting  other  inter- 
ests lapse  so  far  that  in  case  of  either  a  dull  season  in  the  poultry  business  or  a 
decline  in  the  popularity  of  the  Rhode  Island  Red,  or  a  period  of  eclipse  in  the  show 
room  w  hen  the  honors  go  elsewhere,  he  can. equalize  his  income  by  giving  a  larger 
share  of  attention  to  something  else  than  poultry. 

Enthusiasts  who,  finding  poultry  at  some  time  the  most  profitable  of  their  interests, 
ext<  nd  operations  in  it  at  the  expense  of  other  lines  from  which  they  derive  an 
income,  too  often  find  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  do  so,  and  that  in  reaching  for  all  the 
poultry  profits  in  sight  or  imagined,  they  have  let  surer  profits  go.  Mr.  Tompkins' 
attitude  of  caution  in  following  up  a  successful  line  is  one  of  the  most  useful  lessons 
suggested.  And  considering  the  case  merely  with  reference  to  the  best  policy  to  pursue 
to  maintain  the  present  equilibrium  of  interests  on  the  farm,  I  think  he  is  wise  in  not 
overdoing  the  poultry. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  the  labor  conditions  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Tompkins'  fencing 
business  sometimes  keeps  him  away  from  home  for  several  months  at  a  time.  For- 
tunately the  busy  season  in  that  line  does  not  coincide  with  the  busy  season  in  the 
poultry  business,  and  it  is  usually  possible  for  him  to  arrange  not  to  be  away  from 
home  for  long  periods  when  poultry  matters  are  most  urgent.  Fortunately,  also,  the 
members  of  his  family  co-operate  with  him  in  all  the  work  of  the  farm.  Mrs.  Tom- 
kins  has  always  attended  to  the  hatching,  and  taken  a  good  deal  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  small  checks.  A  son  not  long  out  of  the  high  school  is  a  most  efficient  assistant 
in  all  lines  of  work,  and  equal  to  many  of  the  heavier  outdoor  responsibilities  in  his 
father's  absence,  while  a  daughter  assists  with  household  matters,  and  does  many  of 
the  errands  to  town  that  otherwise  would  take  a  man  away  from  work.  Complement- 
ing the  family  force  are  one  man  employed  by  the  month  and  another  by  the  day. 


Plea  for  Full  Investigation  of  Fertility  Question 


FERTILITY  guaranteed  means  much  in  view  of  the 
disquieting  fact  that  no  one  may  possibly  know 
whether  an  egg  is  fertile  until  it  has  been  incu- 
bated long  enough  for  the  growing  germ  to  become 
visible  before  a  light. 

Why  do  not  those  of  our  experiment  stations  that 
have  equipments  of  trap  nests  make  a  competent  and 
thorough  effort  to  obtain  accurate  data  concerning  the 
various  factors  which  are  known,  or  are  supposed  to 
determine  or  prevent  the  fertilization  of  fowls'  eggs?  It 
is  a  matter  of  the  very  first  importance.  It  is  a  matter 
that  needs  to  be  much  better  understood  by  the  mass  of 
poultry  keepers  in  order  that  they  may  better  know 
what  is  reasonable  to  demand  and  expect  from  those 
who  sell  them  eggs  for  batching  purposes.  Knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  buying  public  would,  perhaps,  com- 
pel more  knowledge  and  practice  consistent  with  that 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  breeders  who  sell  eggs  for 
hatching. 

It  is  essentially  a  question  that  is  worthy  of  thorough 
scientific  investigation  and  experimentation  by  those 
who  have  the  training,  time,  and  suitable  equipment, 
and  are  so  situated  that  careful  observation  and  study 
of  detail  and  recording  of  data  would  be  worth  their 
while. 

To  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  worth  while,  I  will  make 
a  special  application.  A  certain  poultry  raiser  whom  I 
know  became  interested  in  this  subject  a  number  of 
years  ago,  and  was  well  equipped  to  make  a  thorough 
Study  of  it  so  far  as  his  own  fow  ls  might  shed  light  on 
the  matter,  but  he  became  convinced  that  the  labor 
required  to  tabulate  his  data  in  complete  detail  for  the 
benefit  of  other  people  would  not  be  justified  by  any 
possible  returns  to  him.  No  doubt  many  breeders  are 
similarly  situated  in  that  respect,  although  they  may 
have  learned  a  good  deal  about  fertility,  and  acquired 
some  strong  convictions  regarding  the  matter  as  a  result 
of  observation  and  experience. 

If  any  experiment  station  would  assemble  all  the 
knowledge  and  rational  hypotheses  bearing  upon  the 
subject  of  fertility  that,  have  been  published,  and  sub- 
ject the  same  to  careful  and  competent  investigation, 
it  might  obtain  material  for  a  monograph  that  would 
be  immensely  beneficial  to  the  great  poultry  breeding 
industry;  and  the  author  of  the-  monograph  might  rea- 
sonably hope  to  be  recognized  as  the  highest  authority 
on  that  particular  subject.  Very  likely  there  will  be 
no  new  discoveries  along  that  line.  Probably  the  prin- 
cipal factors  that  ensure  fertile  eggs,  and  the  chief  causes 
of  non-fertility,  are  at  present  quite  well  understood  by 
numbers  of  people,  even  though  no  one  person  }uay 
know  all  that  is  collectively  known  about  them 


The  vigorous,  gallant,  combative,  clarion  voiced  male 
is  naturally  assumed  to  be  willing  and  able  to  perform 
his  full  duty  in  the  breeding  pen ;  but  each  and  every 
one  of  his  consorts  is  also  expected  to  do  her  part  and 
furnish  her  quota  of  strongly  fertilized  eggs.  Just  about 
how  much  does  the  average  poultry  breeder  actually 
know  about  each  one  of  his  breeding  females  as  regards 
the  probable,  or  even  possible,  fertility  of  her  eggs? 

The  various  questions  of  expediency  do  not  enter  into 
this  inquiry,  and  they  should  not.  Facts  come  first, 
then  any  questions  of  expediency  become  personal 
matters  with  which  the  basic  inquiry  is  not  concerned. 

The  fertility  of  eggs  depends  upon  the  effective  union 
of  one  male  with  one  female  bird.  The  flock  of,  say, 
twenty  females  headed  by  one  male  represents  twenty 
assumed  matings.  If  any  of  those  females  are  not  served 
by  the  male,  or  if  service  with  them  is  non-effective,  of 
course  none  of  their  eggs  will  be  fertile.  That  is  patent 
enough,  but  would  it  not  be  rational  to  discover  if  each 
female  is  being  served  by  the  male  regularly,  before 
assuming  that  there  may  be  ulterior  defects  or  deficiencies 
in  the  fowls,  their  food,  or  their  surroundings  that  affect 
fertility?  One  must  needs  be  able  to  identify  each 
female  at  sight,  and  watch  them  very  closely,  especially 
early  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  be  well  informed  on 
this  point.  I  simply  suggest  that  this  is  the  logical 
point  where  the  investigation  should  begin,  because  I 
have  noted,  and  quite  a  number  of  my  correspondents 
and  others  have  noted,  that  certain  pullets  whose  eggs 
were  not  fertilized  persistently  avoided  the  attentions  of 
the  male,  or  were  avoided  by  him.  This  has  been  con- 
spicuously true  in  the  cases  of  many  pullets  that  were 
remarkably  persistent  layers.  It  seems  to  me  that  so  far 
as  careful  observation  may  determine,  the  investigator 
should  be  sure  whether  the  male  bird  and  each  single 
and  separate  one  of  his  consorts  are  congenially  mated 
or  not. 

I  have  previously  referred  to  this  congeniality  as 
"elective  affinity"  or  "  mutual  attraction,"  but  Mr. 
Roswell  H.  Johnson,  .of  the  Carnegie  Institution  pulled 
me  up  on  that  and  suggested  "  preferential  mating  "  as 
being- 'a  better  term.  "Preferential  mating"  well 
describes  some  of  the  facts,  and  that  preference  no 
doubt  causes  some  of  the  trouble. 

Some  ten  years  ago,  Mr.  A.  J.  Si  1  be rstein  discovered 
that  most  of  the  infertile  eggs  laid  by  his  fowls  came 
from  certain  individuals,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  many  investigators,  including  some  of  our  ex- 
periment station  workers,  have  noted  the  same  thing. 
It  is  but  natural  to  desire  to  know  why  certain  hens  do 
not  produce  as  good  results  as  do  their  mates  that  are 
fed,  housed,  and  care4  for  the  same,  and  are  in  com- 


pany with  the  same  male.  That  information  is  never 
likely  to  be  obtained  by  theorizing  and  generalizing 
upon  noted  conditions  of  the  whole  flock  and  its  environ- 
ment. It  is  a  matter  for  very  close  personal  observa- 
tion of  the  daily  happenings  in  the  flock,  with  a  keen 
eye  to  and  knowledge  of  the  individual  peculiarities  of 
each  bird. 

The  investigator  who  starts  his  sequence  as  suggested, 
and  arrives  at  a  definite  conclusion  from  the  facts  that 
he  has  noted  that  more  light  is  needed,  may  well  investi- 
gate the  physical  adaptability  of  each  female  to  the  male. 
Many  breeders  have  thought  it  necessary  to  shorten  the 
too  heavy  fluff  on  the  posterior  parts  of  some  of  their 
breeding  birds.  When  one  arrives  at  the  point  where 
he  feels  sure  (sure  is  a  strong  word)  that  infertility  in 
the  case  at  hand  is  due  to  other  and  more  obscure 
causes  than  those  which  we  have  been  considering,  he 
will  have  plenty  of  scope  for  guesswork. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  very  good  laying  for  some 
months  immediately  prior  to  the  breeding  season  is 
directly  responsible  for  much  infertility  and  many  fertile 
eggs  that  are  practically  unhatchable.  Admitting  that 
the  two  things  are  often  associated — even  should  we 
admit  that  they  are  nearly  always  associated  —  it  has  by 
no  means  been  proved  that  heavy  winter  laying  in  and 
of  itself  causes  infertility.  Has  it  ever  been  definitely 
determined  in  any  case  that  the  failure  of  hens  in  the 
spring,  after  long  continued  winter  laying,  was  not  due 
to  insufficient  or  unwise  feeding  during  the  winter?  If 
the  egg  yield  be  amply  and  properly  supported  through- 
out the  winter,  why  should  the  hens  or  their  eggs 
become  weakened  by  spring?  I  believe  that  it  will 
eventually  be  shown  that  heavy  winter  laying  may  be  so 
thoroughly  well  supported  by  suitable  care  and  feeding 
that  no  appreciable  lessening  of  vitality  or  fertility  need 
obtain  in  spring.  Indeed,  I  believe  that  it  already  has 
been  shown  by  many  examples. 

Horses  that  are  bled  heavily  and  frequently  for 
antitoxin  serum  are  kept  in  perfect  health  and  up  to 
weight  by  suitable  feeding  and  exercise.  The  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  blood  that  they  continually  lose  is 
completely  and  immediately  renewed  from  their  food. 
Why  should  not  the  same  principle  hold  good  with  pro- 
lific fowls?  Correspondents  have  reported  to  me  that 
some  of  their  heaviest  laying  pullets  have  given  very 
high  records  in  fertility  and  strong  chicks  hatched. 

Some  pullets  lay  so  persistently  that  it  requires  con- 
siderable close  attention  to  see  that  they  get  enough  to 
eat.  If  they  do  not  get  food  enough  they  will  rob  and 
weaken  their  own  bodies  to  make  eggs.  Some  persistent 
laying  pullets  repel  or  avoid  the  attentions  of  a  maj$? 
(ContjBHefl  on  page  3)9), 
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Another  Way  of  Looking  At  It. 

OUT  in  Australia  poultry  culture  seems  to  run  to  laying  contests,  and  laying 
Contests  to  wonderful  records  of  production.    These  contests,  mostly  with 
competing  pens  containing  .six  females  each,  are  the  most  prolific  sources  of 
big  records  the  poultry  world  has  seen. 

In  looking  over  our  exchangee  tliis  month  we  noticed — we  have  forgotten  where — 
a  list  of  averages  for  the  Hawkesbury  laying  contest  with  about  a  dozen  pens  aver- 
aging over  200  eggs  per  hen,  and  a  number  more  clo.se  up.  Accompanying  this  list 
was  a  remark,  among  others,  that  it  now  becomes  necessary  for  those  who  had  been 
sceptical  as  to  the  possibility  of  producing  200  egg  hens  in  quantities  to  revise  their 
opinions. 

That  does  not  necessarily  follow.  When  improbable  things  are  reported  the 
revision  of  opinions  may  need  to  apply  to  persons  rather  than  circumstances.  The 
burden  of  responsibility  for  errors,  exaggerations,  or  inflations  of  egg  records  must 
always  rest,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  weigh  testimony,  on  those  who  vouch  for  the 
improbable  things.  It  may  not  be  courteous,  it  may  constitute  a  reflection  upon 
the  person  in  charge  of  such  a  contest  and  responsible  for  the  figures  given  out,  to 
question  the  authenticity  or  accuracy  of  those  figures,  yet  that  is  what  sane  and  sen- 
sible poultrymen,  with  very  few  exceptions,  will  do. 

In  this  country  we  have  had  at  intervals  for  years  reports  of  very  heavy  laying, 
but  it  has  not  been  easy  to  get  them  taken  altogether  seriously,  and  the  attitude  of 
the  conservative  section  of  poultrymen  toward  big  egg  records  has  had  a  most  dis- 
couraging effect  on  big  egg  stories  —  an  effect  that  it  could  not  have  if  those  telling 
them  could  make  good.  In  Australia  big  egg  records  are  taken  very  seriously,  and 
become  an  essential  part  of  the  poultry  breeders'  stock  in  trade,  and  as  one  man  has 
them,  every  other  man  must  have  as  good  or  better.  It  is  simply  wonderful  how 
200  egg  hens  have  multiplied  in  response  to  the  demand,  and  how  many  laying  com- 
jH-titions  are  maintained.  The  only  thing  that  will  compare  with  it  in  this  country  is 
the  annual  list  of  birds  scoring  95  points  and  upward— another  case  of  supply  to  meet 
the  demand. 

We  do  not  doubt  .that  those  conducting  the  contests  are  generally  honest  and 
truthful  according  to  their  lights  and  the  figures  furnished  them  by  subordinates;  but 
looking  at  the  whole  matter  from  a  common  sense  standpoint,  and  recalling  numer- 
ous instances  of  men  high  in  authority,  and  of  excellent  reputation,  who  have  either 
by  their  fault  or  misfortune  had  their  names  associated  with  untrustworthy  statistics, 
we  feel  justified  in  requiring  that  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  sponsors  of  these 
marvelous  records  must  produce  evidence  that  will  stand  investigation.  Our  recollec- 
tion of  the  detailed  accounts  of  some  of  the  earlier  contests  is  that  the  conditions 
were  such  that  it  would  have  been  easy  to  secure  a  manipulation  of  returns. 


Advertisers'    Winnings   and    Readers'  Innings. 

Tl  I  E  matter  of  publishing  winnings  at  shows  seems  to  be  in  for  a  little  more 
discussion.    We  notice  several  contemporaries  explaining  in  recent  issues  the 
exceeding  sinfulness  of  the  sin  of  letting  readers  know  who  won  the  prizes 
which  their  advertisers  did  not  win. 

Farm-Poultry  has  never  accepted  the  policy  of  publishing  only  the  winnings  of 
advertisers  as  a  good  policy  for  a  self  respecting  poultry  journal.  Possibly  more 
advertising  may  l>e  secured  by  brandishing  the  big  stick  of  "no  mention"  over 
exhibitors.  We  do  not  know,  having  never  tried  it,  but  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  the 
pulling  power  of  that  sort  of  persuasion. 

From  our  point  of  view  the  interests  of  the  readers  of  a  paper  are  the  first  to  be 
consulted.  The  readers  want  the  news.  From  our  point  of  view,  also,  it  is  mighty 
poor  policy  to  repeatedly  tell  readers  that  their  interests  or  desires  are  not  considered 
when  they  seem  to  conflict  with  those  of  any  advertiser.  The  reader  may  only  have 
Buspected  it  before.  The  blunt  statement  confirms  his  suspicion  and  kills  his  con- 
.   ence  in  poultry  journals  generally. 

It  is  that  last  mentioned  result  that  concerns  us  particularly.  In  a  small  way— as  a 
paper  not  follow  ing  that  picayunish  policy,  we  profit  by  it.  AVe  get  a  good  many  sub- 
scribers who  have  become  disgusted  with  the  failure  of  other  papers  to  give  them  what 
they  want.  In  a  larger  way,  and  in  common  with  all  poultry  journals  we  are 
injured  by  it,  because  it  is  only  one  of  the  manifestations  of  an  attitude  of  poultry 
journals  toward  their  readers  which  is  largely  responsible  for  the  early  turning  away 
from  poultry  culture  oi  many  who  have  become  interested  in  it. 


to  his  individual  judgment.    The  net  result  of  such  differences  is  to  give  simultaneous 
expression  Within  and  without  the  association  to  the  dissent  from  prevailing  policies 
and  so  such  differences  work  together  for  a  better  organization  of  poultry  interests  ' 

The  special  significance  of  Mr.  Purvis'  utterance  at  this  time  lies  in  the  fact  that  he 
ha-  just  been  elected  a  vice-president  and  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  \mer 
ican  Poultry  Aasociation.    It  seems  to  us  that,  if  any  individual  officer  of  the  associ 
at.on  may  claim  that  his  election  constitutas  an  indorsement  of  his  attitude  in  A  P 
A.  matters,  that  man  is  Purvis,  for  he  received  the  latest  vote  of  any  man  on 'the 
ticket-larger  even  than  the  total  of  votes  cast  for  any  candidate  whose  name  appeared 
several  times  on  the  ticket. 

The  results  of  the  election  as  they  begin  to  be  disclosed  cannot  be  said  to  show  that 
the  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  manifest  any  special  concern  for  the  preservation  and 
continuation  of  either  the  traditional  policies  of  the  association  or  the  schemes  of  the 
promoters  of  the  recently  enacted  constitution.  One  of  the  reasons  given  for  not  alter' 
ing  the  work  of  the  committee  of  fourteen  was  that  the  various  provision*  of  e 
constitution  were  so  intimately  related  that  to  change  in  one  place  would  make  other 
changes  necessary;  that  there  could  be  no  change  that  would  not  involve  altera* .V  , 
all  through  the  instrument.  At  that  time  this  argument  was  potent  to  prevent 
changes.  If  brought  forward  again  when  change  is  proposed,  we  anticipate  that  the 
answer  w.ll  be-If  a  complete  revision  is  necessary  to  eliminate  objectionable  features 
of  the  constitution,  by  all  means  let  us  have  a  complete  revision 

The  truth  is-as  the  reformers,  and  others,  within  the  association  will  find  as  they 
proceed  to  consider  further  revision  of  the  constitution-that  the  headlong  action  of 
the  association  at  Auburn  has  put  it  in  a  dilemma.  Already  glaring  faults  are  found 
...the  new  constitution;  to  correct  them  now  is  to  publicly  admit  the  justice  of  the 
objections  which  were  made  before  the  Auburn  meeting.  To  let  them  stand  uncor 
rectedis  to  furnish  occasion  for  further  and  more  severe  criticism. 

In  this  situation  we  have  a  fresh  illustration  of  the  adage-"  Nothing  is  ever  settled 
until  it  is  settled  right."  We  commend  that  truth  to  those  called  upon  to  take  up 
again  the  matter  of  making  the  constitution  of  the  A.  P.  A.  work. 


Opinions  at  Second  Hand. 

THE  editor  of  Poultry  Culture  devotes  the  greater  part  of  a  page  of  that  journal  to 
lamentation  over  the  opinions  of  the  A.  P.  A.  expressed  by  the  Far,  / 11  . 
of  Springfield,  Mass.    It  appears  to  the  editor  of  /'.  C.  that  the  writer  in  Fam 
and  Home  is  not  familiar  with  the  recent  history  of  the  A.  P.  A    and  is  takine  his 
opinions  at  second  hand,  possibly  from  his  neighbor,  the  editor  of  Faem-Poultrv 
with  whose  views  on  association  matters  we  have  no  sympathy."     Havine  a  slight 
acquaintance  with  the  Farm  and  Home,  we  would  feel  safe  in  asserting  that  the  oph, 
ions  referred  to  were  the  opinions  of  a  writer  on  its  staff  who  could  probably  give  the 
writer  in  Poultry  Culture  points  on  a  good  many  poultry  matters-not  excluding  reo.t 

nonhrv  i  ^  ,       lS  u**  Fm'm  md  H°me  VOkeS  °Pinions  <*  *■  ma? -rity  of 

poultry  keepers-especially  of  those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  keep  themselves 
informed  of  what  is  going  on.  There  are  a  lot  of  people  hurrahing  for  the  VP  V 
who  would  be  dumb  on  that  subject  for  a  year  if  they  knew  as  much  about  it  as  'they 
wouldhke  to  have  people  think  they  do.  Second  hand  opinions!  The  mos  boun- 
teous crop  of  them  on  record  is  that  which  the  poultry' press  produced  fr  ,  ,  . 
reports  and  abstracts  so  kindly  furnished  by  those  members  of  the  V  P  V  most 
nterested  in  its  recent  histc.y.  .  mosc 


Another  Suggestive  Circumstance. 

T  N  recent  issue  we  have  referred  to  several  things  which  might  reasonably  be  taken 
as  indications  thai  the  trend  of  events  in  the  A.  P.  A.  under  the  new  constitution 

1    may  taken  in  a  direction  not  contemplated  by  those  who  devised  that  constitution 
and  succeeded  m  having  it  adopted  without  discussion.    In  the  editorial  from  Poultn, 
which  we  reprint  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  w  e  find  another  such  indication 

Mr  Miller  Purvis,  editor  of  Poultry  while  "  not  professing  to  admire  or  support 
theatt.tude  of  I  ahm-Pou.tkv  ,n  A.  P.  A.  matters,  candidly  admits  that  the  prin- 
cipal fault  be  finds  with  the  comments  that  appear  in  Fakm-Pom.tuy  is  that  thev  are 
"mostly  too  true  to  be  pleasant."  This  in  connection  with  other  comments  on  our 
attitude  constitutes  s„ch  a  practical  indorsement  of  it  as  to  render  meaningless  the 
phrases  with  which  he  introduces  his  very  substantial  approval  of  the  things  we  have 
said  and  the  principles  and  policies  for  w  hich  we  contend. 

Possibly  if  our  difTe.tM.ces  were  sifted  out  it  would  be  found  that  we  are  in  general 
agreed  as  to  the  results  which  should  he  sought,  hut  not  always  as  to  the  best  mean,  of 
attaining  them.  And  here  again  a  further  sifting  would  probably  show  that  on  this 
matter  our  difference  concerned  mostly  the  attitude  of  the  individual  -  especially 
if  an  editor-toward  the  A.  P.  A..  Mr.  Purvis  believing  in  contending  within  the  asso- 
ciation tor  the  reforms  he  believes  desirable,  w  hile  the  writer  believes  he  can  work  more 
effectively  outside.  The  same  people  End  fault  with  both  of  us-with  the  man  outside 
for  not  going  inside  to  work  tor  reform,  w  ith  the  man  inside  for  maintaining  an  atti 
tude  so  much  in  sympathy  with  outside  critics.     Personally  each  of  us  acts  according 


What  Next? 

THE  history  of  poultry  in  America  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century  is  the 
story  of  the  rise  to  prominence,  followed  by  total  or  partial  eclipse  of  man, 
varieties  of  fowls,  and  the  continued  prominence  of  a  very  few  varieties-  but 
even  those  varieties  that  have  obtained  the  strongest  standing  with  the  public  have 
never  attained  even  an  approach  to  an  exclusive  position,  and  the  most  neri  o 
and  best  adapted  to  general  needs  can  never  steadily  maintain  a  position  of  equal 
prominence  economically  and  in  the  fancy.  q 

The  reasons  for  this  are  to  be  sought  in  people,  not  in  the  fowls  or  any  natural  laws 
governing  he  duration  of  their  qualities.    There  is  a  popular  impression  that  ■    e tii 
stocks,  and  flocks  of  fowls  will  inevitably  change  and  deteriorate  in  time  and  tha 
new  breeds  and  varieties  must  come  if  standards  of  productiveness  and  vigor  are  i 
£  maintained.    This  fallacy  is  frequently  preached  by  those  who  oug   ?Z  know 
better     New  vanet.es  generally  will  probably  average  better  in  many  respect  ( 
ormity  ,n  "fancy  points"  excepted),  than  old  varieties.    The  reason  for  «, 1 1    ,  t 

^ZJ7^oT?7MuWed  ^  S°me  ^  by  a  UM  n^ber  of  skilled  brew- 
ers who  realize  that  to  obtain  a  tooting  among  others  a  new  variety  of  fowls  must 

;z  iiXTT  mert-  ,op,,,ar  varieties  °f  *** are  *>  *2™S/2  ; 

pra<  ti<  ally  nothing  of  breeding  principles,  and  by  hundreds  of  good  breeders  who  relv 
too  muc  , ,  on .the  reputation  of  the  variety,  and  upon  the  supposed  fi.Xel  o  eh"  - 
a<  ters,  and  so  become  careless  in  selecting. 

As  a  result  of  these  conditions  there  often  come  times  in  the  life  of  a  popular  varietv 
of  fowls ^when  average  results  with  it  are  discouraging  in  comparison  w  tl  2 » TZ m 

T  l try,  "7  breedp'  WOrk  ^ther  to  bring  new  breeds  into  prominent. 
As  we  glance  hack  over  the  long  list  of  varieties  that  within  a  quarter  of  a  century 

soS  zimr?r> '  n,"',m,ar  favor' jt  8661118  *  - that  ^story  :,;:n0 

make    si      ,   u      •  ™M  '  T'V^  unchalIenged,  and  none  that  might  not 

make  a  strong  bid  for  popularity  m  the  absence  of  a  more  attractive  noveltv  a„h 
poking  over  the  field  today  we  wonder  w  hat  is  to  follow  the  mTmITSl'  which 


Fanciers'  Information  Bureau. 

Smducled  by  A.  C.  SMITH,  Assistant  Editor, 


In  this  department,  Mr.  Smith  will  answer  questions  relating 
to  the  description,  breeding  and  exhibition  of  thoroughbred  fowls. 
Readers  whose  questions  are  urgent  will  receive  replies  promptly 
by  mail  if  they  enclose  2c.  stamp. 


Feeding  Winter  Laying  Stock.  (J. 

M.  W.) — "  Do  you  think  oats  fed  in  the 
hull  injurious  to  chicks  after  they  weigh 
one  pound?  I  boil  them  until  soft,  then 
make  a  crumbly  mash  by  adding  shorts, 
bran,  and  beef  meal.  Is  there  a  better 
way  to  feed  them?  1  find  hulled  oats  ex- 
pensive. Should  early  hatched  pullets 
have  feed  constantly  lx^fore  them?  The 
pullets  are  for  winter  layers,  and  raised 
on  free  range.  You  say  that  no  hen 
should  be  pushed  for  winter  eggs  if  she  is 
to  be  used  as  a  breeder  in  the  spring. 
What  is  meant  by  pushing — -feeding 
stimulants  and  tonics?  I  feed  my  hens 
good  wholesome  feed,  and  plenty  of  it  in 
the  winter,  and  get  lots  of  eggs,  and  also 
get  letter  results  from  them  as  breeders 
in  the  spring  than  my  neighbors  do  whose 
hens  do  not  lay  in  winter." 

Your  plan  is  a  good  one  for  feeding  oats. 
Oats  that  are  unhulled  and  raw  are  too 
stiff,  long,  and  sharp,  to  be  fed  to  chicks 
of  so  young  an  age,  without  injury.  I 
should  prefer  the  dry  hulled  oats,  unless, 
as  you  say,  they  are  too  expensive.  If 
the  pullets  have  free  range,  they  would 
do  well  with  small  and  cracked  grains 
constantly  before  them.  By  pushing,  I 
mean  just  what  you  mean, — feeding  stim- 
ulants.' Such  being  the  case,  you  are  un- 
doubtedly feeding  judiciously. 

Indigestion.  (G.  A.  R. ) — "My  Leg- 
horn hens'  and  roosters'  crops  get  filled 
up,  and  it  seems  the  food  does  not  pass  in- 
to the  stomach.  They  do  not  seem  to  be 
sick,  eat  well,  but  get  poor,  and  finally 
die.  The  cause  and  remedy  for  this  will 
be  appreciated." 

The  Leghorns  have  -great  appetites, 
which  is  due  to  their  great  activity.  It  is 
plain  that  the  digestive  organs  of  your 
fowls  are  out  of  working  order.  It  is 
possible  but  not  probable  that  there  may 
be  a  stoppage  of  the  passage  from  the  crop 
to  the  gizzard.  This  occurs  very  seldom 
in  Leghorns,  but  just  the  same  it  does  oc- 
cur, and  if  the  fowls  are  kept  short  of 
green  food,  and  have  had  access  to  old 
dried  grass,  tough  hay,  or  something  of 
that  sort,  this  is  very  liable  to  be  the 
trouble.  A  plentiful  supply  of  tender 
green  food  is  one  of  the  essentials  to  a  dis- 
continuance of  the  trouble.  There  may 
be  several  other  causes.  See  that  the  fowls 
have  cracked  oyster  shells,  artificial  grit, 
and  charcoal  constantly  before  them.  Al- 
so see  that  they  empty  their  crop  before 
t>eing  fed  again.  A  good  liver  pill  will 
also  prove  a  valuable  aid  to  their  digestion. 

A  Variety  of  Questions.    (R.  L.  E. ) — 

"  1.  Would  you  kindly  inform  me  if  the 
'  Story  of  the  Moneytoburn  Poultry 
Hariri '  is  true? 

"  2.  Could  you  tell  me  about  the  free 
poultry  instruction  at  Cornell,  X.  Y.? 

"3.  How  many  divisions  should  there 
be  in  the  comb  of  the  AVhite  Leghorn? 

"4.  In  buying  eggs,  does  the  seller 
have  to  refurnish  the  eggs  that  don't  hatch 
unless  so  many  hatch? 

"  o.  Does  the  buyer  or  the  express 
company  return  the  crate,  etc.? 

"6.  Are  the  Faverolles  a  standard 
breed? 

'"7.  What  is  the  average  price  fore- 
men of  medium  sized  poultry  farms  have? 
Also  what  is  the  price  for  a  new  hand  who 
has  had  some  experience? 

"8.  I  have  often  heard  said  that 
thunder  kills  the  chicken  in  an  egg.  Is 
that  true? 

"9.  What  are  the  principal  points  I 
should  look  to  when  buying  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns? 

"  10.  The  ear  lobes  on  some  of  my 
hens  which  were  formerly  red  have  turned 
white.    What  is  the  cause?  " 

The  story  of  the  Moneytoburn  Poultry 
Farm  is  substantial  fiction. 
2.    Information   about  the  course  in 


poultry  instruction  at  Cornell  University 
can  be  obtained  from  Prof.  J.  E.  Rice, 
Attica,  N.  Y. 

3.  A  Leghorn  should  have  five  points 
to  his  comb. 

4.  Different  breeders  have  different 
rules  about  replacing  eggs  that  do  not 
batch.  No  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  replaces 
all  unhatched  eggs.  Many  replace  infer- 
tile eggs  if  returned  for  their  inspection. 

5.  If  the  buyer  returns  the  crate  the 
seller  pays  the  express,  which  is  light  on 
empty  crates. 

6.  Faverolles  are  not  a  standard  vari- 
ety in  this  country. 

7.  A  good  poultryman  of  small  to 
medium  sized  plants  get  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty-five dollars  a  month,  all  told.  A 
man  of  some  experience  to  work  on  the 
same  will  get  from  five  to  ten  dollars  a 
month  more  than  the  ordinary  farm  hand 
in  that  locality. 

8.  A  jar  is  not  a  good  thing  for  a  hatch- 
ing of  eggs,  but  thunder  in  itself  will  not 
kill  the  chick. 

9.  Good  size,  activity,  and  alertness; 
tails  carried  fairly  well  back,  and  freedom 
from  creaminess. 

10.  Lack  of  exercise  is  often  the  cause 
of  many  red  lobes  t  urning  white. 

At  What  Age  Should  Chicks  Roost? 

( W.  R.  B. )—"  Would  you  kindly  confer  a 
favor  on  me,  by  advising  me  whether  it  is 
best  to  put  growing  chicks  two  months  and 
a  half  old  to  roost?  These  chicks  are  Wy- 
andottes,  and  are  growing  very  fast,  and 
they  want  to  go  to  roost,  but  on  account  of 
so  much  being  said  about  letting  them  roost 
too  early  for  fear  of  crooked  breast  bone,  I 
am  a  little  wary  as  to  what  to  do." 

If  a  rather  broad  fiat  roost  is  placed  not 
more  than  six  or  eight  inches  from  the 
ground,  I  do  not  think  it  will  injure  the 
chicks  or  make  the  breast  bone  crooked. 
A  small  round  roost  undoubtedly  would. 
Roosting  is  preferable  to  crowding  and 
huddling  in  the  corners  of  the  coop,  at 
any  age. 

Lack  Breast  Feathers.    (C.  L.  F. ) — 

"  I  have  a  customer  who  had  some  chick- 
ens, and  last  fall  they  lost  the  feathers  on 
their  breast,  which  have  not  come  out 
yet.  Will  you  kindly  suggest  some  rem- 
edy for  it?" 

This  is  a  strange  case  as  it  is  put  to  me. 
It  may  be  that  the  feathers  in  question 
have  been  broken  off  close  to  the  skin 
either  by  the  birds  themselves  or  by  some 
other  agency,  leaving  the  ends  of  the  quill 
in  the  flesh.  This  state  of  things  prevents 
other  feathers  growing,  which  they  would 
in  all  probability  do  if  these  stub  ends 
were  pulled  out.  Another  thing  that  may 
be  responsible  for  the  trouble  is  that  the 
fowls  are  constantly  pulling  the  new  feath- 
ers out,  or  perhaps  contact  with  some- 
thing breaks  the  feathers  off.  A  close 
examination  of  the  fowls  ought  to  tell  you 
the  probable  cause. 

Leghorn-Minorca  Cross.     (G.  D.) — 

"  Will  you  kindly  answer  following  ques- 
tions in  F.-P.?  What  would  be  the  re- 
sult in  color  of  crossing  S.  C.  Black  Min- 
orcas  and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns?  Would 
there  be  any  difference  in  color  if  I  used 
a  Brown  Leghorn  cock  and  Black  Minor- 
ca hens — or  if  I  used  a  Black  Minorca 
cock  and  Brown  Leghorn  hens?  Would 
the  cross  be  an  improvement  as  a  table 
bird  over  the  Leghorn?  Would  the  pul- 
lets from  the  cross  lay  an  egg  somewhat 
larger  than  the  average  Leghorn  egg?" 

The  cross  you  propose  would  surely  give 
more  form  and  weight  to  the  bird  than 
the  Leghorn  has,  but  it  would  also  destroy 
the  yellow  legs  and  flesh  that  a  Leghorn 
has.  I  should  doubt  the  advisability  of 
the  cross  from  a  market  standpoint,  as 
neither  variety  are  favorites  as  a  market 
fowl.    The  females  of  the  cross  would  un- 


HOW  ARE  YOUR 
BARNS  COVERED 


THE  ALL-IMPORTANT  FEATURE 

of  Barns,  Outbuildings  and  Poultry  Houses  is  the  roof.  Why 
not  use  a  roofing  that  will  last  as  long  as  the  buildings 
themselves  ? 

RUBEROID  is  the  original  elastic,  weatherproof  and  fire- 
resisting  roofing.-  Absolutely  different  from  any  other  roofing, 
and  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  them  all. 

Contains  no  tar  or  paper.  Will  not  rot,  crack,  melt  or 
corrode.  Retains  its  elastic  qualities  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 
Makes  a  smooth,  air-tight,  permanent  roof. 

WRITE  FOR  SAMPLES  AND  PRICES. 
THE    STANDARD    PAINT  COMPANY. 

GENERAL.  OFFICES.  IOO  WILLIAM  STREET,  NEW  YORK, 
BRANCHES :    CHICAGO    BOSTON    PHILADELPHIA    ST.  LOUIS    KANSAS  CITY  ATLANTA 


doubtedly  lay  larger  eggs,  and  this  is 
about  the  sole  advantage  of  such  a  cross. 
It  is  generally  customary  to  use  the  male 
of  the  smaller  variety. 

Vent  Troubles.  (H.  C.  F.)— "Can 
you  give  me  any  instruction  in  regard  to 
a  sick  pullet  I  have?  For  some  weeks 
past  she  had  water  dropping  all  the  time 
from  her  vent,  which  is  very  red  and  in- 
flamed. Her  droppings  are  about  regu- 
lar; she  eats  well,  and  seems  healthy,  but 
the  water  is  certainly  dropping,  which 
makes  the  droppings  board  very  wet  at 
night,  and  her  feathers  behind  are  always 
soaked.  Can  you  tell  the  cause,  and  if 
there  is  any  remedy  for  it?  She  is  a  good 
bird ;  do  not  want  to  kill  her  if  she  can 
be  cured.  Do  you  intend  to  give  a  course 
on  diseases  before  completing  your  lessons, 
or  can  you  recommend  a  good  book  on 
poultry  diseases?" 

If  the  trouble  has  not  continued  for  any 
length  of  time  I  should  be  suspicious  that 
the  hen  had  a  broken  egg  which  she  had 
not  passed.  I  should  keep  her  warm, 
feed  her  on  green  food,  very  little  grain, 
and  allow  her  to  exercise  mildly  in  hopes 


that  she  would  pass  the  same.  An  injec- 
tion of  slightly  warm  sweet  oil  may  be  of 
benefit.  She  can  hardly  have  had  this 
trouble  long,  as  she  would  not  last  any 
great  length  of  time.  If  this  is  not  the 
case,  it  is  without  doubt  due  to  irritation 
of  the  intestines,  and  the  same  course  of 
feeding  will  be  found  beneficial  if  this  is 
the  trouble. 

There  are  two  books  on  poultry  diseases 
which  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending. 
The  first  is  "  Farm -Poultry  Doctor,"  by 
Dr.  Sanborn,  a  simple,  plain  treatise 
which  requires  no  knowledge  of  medicine 
to  understand.  The  second  is  Dr.  Sal- 
mon's book,  published  by  the  Geo.  E. 
Howard  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  subject  of  poultry  diseases  is  rather 
too  complicated  to  attempt  treatment 
among  the  lessons.  This  you  will  realize 
when  you  know  that  we  have  a  book  in 
preparation  on  this  subject  which  will 
cover  about  two  hundred  pages. 

White  Legs  and  Skin  Against  the 
Orpington. — "In  the  March  15th  issue, 
page  159,  in  reply  to  question  of  J.  A.  F., 
you  answer,  '1  prefer  all  three  varieties 


THE  PRAIRIE  STATE  BROODER 


No. 


A  Spring,  Summer  or  Winter  „£SrE 

Dnnnilon    Hniico     Prairie  State  Brooder  No.  5  you  ought  to 
DrUUIIcr    nUIISC     get  busy  because  it  is  one  of  the  most  sat-  — ^ 
isfactory  brooders  ever  made.  It  is  portable  making  it  desirable  for  use  in  any 
kind  of  a  poultry  house  or  as  a  colony  house  on  the  open  range  without  any  change- 
Being  enclosed  (see  cut)  it  can  be  used  as 
an  individual    lamp  brooder   in  colder 
localities  than  the  plain  Universal  Hover 
can  be  alone.   Top  is  covered  with  a  re- 
movable Cloth  Screen  instantly  changing 
it  from  a  winter  to  a  summer  brooder- 
Hover  I  ifts  out  making  it  easy  to  clean- 
Consumes  but  little  oil;  supplies  abun- 
dant ventilation  even  in  hottest  weather; 
top  affords  sun  shade.  We  can't  tell  all 
its  good  features  here— 

Get  Our  Brooder 
Catalog 

showing  it  in  several  forms  and  describ- 
ing its  many  useful  adaptations.  With 
the  No.  5  chicks  can  be  raised  during 
June  and  July  unusually  successful.  We 
will  aiso-gladly  mail  our  1907  Incubator 
catalog  wfiich  tells  why  the  Prairie  State 
hatches  extra  large,  strong  chicks  with 
greater  ease  and  certainty. 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 

479  MAIN  STREET  HOMER  CITY.  Pa.  No.  5  Brooder  with  side  removed 


Prairie  State  Incubators 


•i 


WRITK  TO 


JOS.  BRECK  &S0NS,  47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

They  are  New  England  selling  agents,  show  :i  full  line  of  Die  Prairie  Slate  INCUBATORS 
and  ItKOODKKS,  and  will  mail  catalogue  I' REE  and  quote  factory  prices. 


To  say,  when  writing   advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FAR/1 -POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them— and  help  us. 
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to  the  Orpington,*.'  That  surprises  me. 
I  think  I  have  read  different  words  from 
you  in  your  paper.  Would  you  do  me 
the  great  favor  to  give  me  your  points  of 
difference?  As  I  have  the  S.  C.  15.  <  >r- 
pingtons  myself,  and  1  am  not  at  the  high- 
est pitch  of  satisfaction,  1  always  held  the 
strain  responsible  for  the  egg  yield. 
Would  you  please  give  me  your  uninflu- 
enced view  of  your  experience  in  any  form 
on  this  line? 

"2.  AretheS.C.  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks 
the  same  as  White  and  Barred  in  every 
respect  except  plumage? 

"3.  This  spring  the  fertility  of  my  eggs 
is  about  99%,  but  my  first  hen  brought  no 
chicks  from  16  eggs.  The  second  set  on 
same  day,  eggs  oi  same  pen,  same  num- 
ber, same  treatment,  and  the  same  plan- 
brought  nine;  the  third  twelve.  The 
next  promises  fourteen,  but  all  come  out 
a  day  or  two,  even  three  late.  What 
might  be  the  cause?  Under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances last  year  I  had  plenty  of 
chickens.  My  wife  suggests  baring  the 
hens  off  the  nest  every  two  days  for  feed, 
etc.,  for  about  20  to  30  minutes.  The 
temperature  here  at  this  time  is  30°  F. 
Chicks  that  come  are  sound  and  hardy  as 
ever. 

"From  the  eggs  that  promised  14  chicks, 
now  36  hours  past  due,  there  are  three 
chirks  out;  one  egg  pipped  a  little;  one 
chick  chirps  in  the  egg;  one  I  believe 
chirped  once,  but  not  again.  Cockerels 
seem  very  vigorous  and  energetic.  Had 
ten  females  with  him." 

The  chief  reason  that  we  have  for  pre- 
ferring the  three  varieties  mentioned  in 
the  March  15th  number  of  F.-P.,  namely, 
Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  and 
White  Leghorns  to  the  Orpington  vari- 
eties, is  that  all  these  fowls  have  or  should 
have  yellow  skin  and  yellow  legs,  which  is 
an  absolutely  essential  factor  in  disposing 
of  poultry  in  this  market.  I  also  believe 
in  Plymouth  Rocks  for  an  all  purpose 
fowl,  and  in  Leghorns  for  an  egg  yielder. 

2.  They  should  be. 

3.  The  c  ause  of  delayed  hatches  is  a 
complicated  matter  to  explain.  Possibly 
you  are  keeping  your  e«;irs  too  long  before 
you  set  them.    Also  see  reply  to  B.  II. 


M.,  p.  207,  May  15  issue,  and  to  K.  B., 
|>.  L'l-tJ,  same  issue.  I  should  take  the 
liens  off  each  day,  feed  them,  and  let  them 
•_'o  on  as  soon  as  they  get  ready,  but  should 
Ik-  sure  to  see  that  they  got  ready  while 
the  ejijrs  were  still  warm. 

Cracked  Shells.  (II.  8.)— "Kindly 
let  me  know  if  possible,  what  causes  eggs 
to  crack  when  put  in  boiling  water.  The 
fowls  have  plenty  of  oyster  shells  to  eat, 
and  are  fed  Cyphers  scratching  food." 

I  suppose  when  an  egg  is  suddenly 
dropped  into  boiling  hot  water  there  is  a 
rise  in  the  temperature  of  the  shell,  which 
is  accompanied  by  unequal  expansion. 
That  is,  the  expansion  is  not  the  same  in 
all  directions,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
shell  is  cracked.  Of  course  if  the  shell 
was  tougher,  and  strong  enough  to  hold 
until  the  inside  of  the  egg  absorbed  some 
of  the  heat,  or  the  heat  became  equalized 
in  all  parts  of  the  shell,  then  because  the 
expansion  is  proportionate  the  shell  would 
not  crack.  If  you  are  troubled  with  weak 
shells,  which  I  should  judge  is  the  cause, 
I  should  feed  the  hens  all  the  cracked 
bone  that  they  would  eat  from  a  hopper, 
or  would  occasionally  put  in  about  one 
c | nart  of  bone  meal  to  ten  quarts  of  the 
dry  mash,  or  a  little  more  bone  meal  than 
that  even.  Think  this  would  increase 
the  strength  of  your  shells. 

R.  C.  Orpingtons.     (D.  D.  A. )— "  In 

June  1st  issue  of  Fakm-Poultky,  you  state 
there  are  no  Rose  Comb  Orpingtons. 
How  is  it  they  are  advertised  for  sale,  and 
are  on  exhibition  at  the  shows,  and  get 
premiums? ' 

I  see  that  I  failed  to  be  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit to  state  the  true  situation  in  regard 
to  the  R.  C.  Orpingtons.  I  should  have 
said  that  there  are  no  R.  C.  Orpingtons 
recognized  by  the  American  Standard  of 
Perfection.  You  will,  however,  find  that 
several  breeders  advertise  these  varieties 
in  the  classified  columns  of  Farm-Poultry, 
as  well  as  through  other  papers.  1  am 
much  obliged  to  yon  for  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  the  statement,  which  I  can  readily 
see  would  naturally  cause  some  misunder- 
standing'. 


One  Woman's  Way  With  Chicks. 


'DITOR  Farm-Poultry:  —  I  thought 
my  experience  might  be  of  some 


F1 

I  j  use  to  those  who  do  not  know  what 
to  feed  young  chickens.  Now,  I  have 
Ix-en  in  the  poultry  business  for  twelve 
years,  and  have  had  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
jxirience  in  raising  chickens,  and  I  find 
the  best  way  is  not  to  give  them  any  feed 
for  the  first  two  days,  and  if  you  are  rais- 
ing them  with  the  old  hen,  take  the  chick  - 
away  from  her  right  away,  and  put  them 
in  a  box  and  bring  them  to  the  house 
where  it  is  warm,  and  keep  them  there 
for  two  days  without  feed,  and  let  the 
mother  stay  in  her  nest  until  you  get 
ready  to  give  her  the  chicks  at  the  end  of 
two  days.  Then  have  a  large  box  ready 
outside  in  the  yard  or  field,  and  put  the 
mother  hen  inside  of  box,  with  Strips  run- 
ning up  and  down  so  that  she  cannot  get 
out,  but  wide  enough  apart  to  admit  the 
little  chickens  until  they  are  seven  or 
eight  weeks  old.  Now  the  old  hen  is  in 
the  box  and  ready  to  receive  her  chickens. 
Just  give  them  a  handful  of  oatmeal 
flakes  four  or  five  times  each  day  for  ten 
days.    In  the  meantime  give  the  old  hen 


some  cracked  corn ,  but  do  not  give  them 
any  more  than  they  will  eat  up  clean  each 
time.  You  do  not  need  to  limit  the 
chicks  to  ten  days  with  the  oatmeal  flakes, 
but  generally  after  that  they  Will  begin  to 
eat  the  cracked  corn  quite  readily,  and 
will  grow  strong  and  hardy.  Of  course 
they  need  fresh  water  every  day.  I  con- 
tinue this  cracked  corn  feed  right  through 
until  fall.  When  I  want  the  pullets  to  be- 
gin to  lay  eggs,  I  give  them  the  usual  mash 
of  homing  and  wheat  bran  scalded  and 
seasoned  with  pepper  and  salt,  or  some- 
times use  some  of  the  stock  foods,  and 
always  plenty  of  oyster  shells  and  grit. 

Keep  the  poultry  house  clean  and  free 
from  vermin,  and  you  will  not  have  any 
trouble  in  raising  chickens,  and  have  eggs 
the  year  round.  Another  thing:  Don't 
crowd  them.  Where  I  used  to  keep  150 
in  a  coop,  1  only  keep  100. 

I  like  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  the 
best  of  any  that  I  ever  had ;  they  seem  to 
be  the  most  hardy  and  best  all  round 
fowl. 

Mrs.  John  M. 
Stevensville,  Sullivan  Co., 


DuGroot. 
N.  Y. 


As  Editor  Purvis  Sees  It. 


WHILE  we  do  not  profess  to  admire 
or  support  the  attitude  of  Faum- 
Pocltky,  we  have  no  particular 
objections  to  the  caustic  fuhninationfi  of 
brother  Robinson.  When  a  man,  or  body 
of  men,  assume  that  they  ami  their  :tl!':iirs 
havearriveil  at  the  height  to  which  criti- 
cism cannot  climb,  it  usually  happens  that 
something  drops  with  the  proverbial  dull 
and  sickening  thud. 

We  lxdieve  in  organization  because  of 
thestrength  that  comes  of  united  action : 
but  men  have  been  known  to  join  to- 
gether to  attain  ends  which  did  not  com- 
mend themselves  to  the  views  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  For  this  reason  We  believe 
that  criticism  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  should  not  only  be  tolerated, 


but  taken  in  good  part.  If  the  criticisms 
leveled  at  the  association  are  not  justifi- 
able, they  will  fail  of  effect  in  the  end.  If 
they  are  justifiable,  it  is  the  duty  of 
officers  and  members  to  take  such  action 
as  is  necessary  to  promote  the  best  inter- 
ests of  all  concerned. 

We  have  ever  tried  to  take  an  impartial 
view  of  the  things  that  go  on  around  us, 
and  to  assume  an  impartial  attitude  to- 
ward those  who  have  seen  fit  to  criticise  ns. 

It  is  only  the  criticism  which  is  true 
that  hurts.  Shakespeare  talks  of  the 
"  galled  jade  that  winces  when  her  with- 
ers are  wrung.''  If  what  brother  Robin- 
son says  is  untrue,  it  is  the  worse  for  him. 
If  true,  be  is  justified  in  saying  the  things 
he  does. 


To  wince  under  his  assaults  of  wit  and 
sarcasm  is  to  show  there  are  galled  spots 
somewhere,  whether  they  are  large  enough 
to  l>e  noticeable,  or  only  some  small  abra- 
sions that  have  scarified  that  part  of  us 
which  is  sometimes  called  the  inner  con- 
sciousness. 

The  principal  fault  we  find  with  the 
comments  that  appear  in  Fakm-Poii.try 
is  that  they  are  mostly  too  true  to  be 
pleasant. 

Since  the  'lay  we  first  put  our  name  to 
the  roster  of  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, that  organization  has  had  no 
more  faithful  memlx-r  than  we  have  been. 
No  member  of  the  association,  with  prob- 
ably one  exception,  has  attended  as  many 
meetings  as  we  have  since  we  became  a 
member.  We  attended  every  regular  and 
adjourned  meeting  but  one  in  all  that 
time,  and  only  missed  that  one  because  it 
was  a  physical  impossibility  for  us  to  be  in 
attendance.  We  do  not  say  this  in  any 
spirit  of  boasting.  We  say  it  to  prove 
that  we  have  done  our  full  duty  by  the 
association,  and  have  some  rights  that  do 
not  rightly  belong  to  those  who  attend  its 
meetings  only  when  it  is  convenient  for 
them  to  do  so. 

We  have  recognized  the  faults  of  the 
association,  or  possibly  we  should  say  its 
weaknesses,  and  have  remarked  on  them 
as  occasion  offered.  We  have  jokingly 
been  accused  of  ' '  shouting  like  a  Salva- 
tion Army  lassie"  for  the  association. 
We  respectfully  decline  to  accept  this 
tribute  to  our  enthusiasm.  We  are  not  in 
the  habit  of  shouting  for  anything.  Nat- 
urally we  are  not  given  to  becoming  over- 
enthusiastic,  and  in  this  instance  there  is 
not  the  remotest  possibility  that  we  shall 
be  found  on  some  street  corner  chanting 
peans  in  praise  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association. 

We  believe  it  is  on  a  letter  basis 
than  it  has  been  for  several  years, 
believe  that  after  some  alterations 
been  made  in  the  recently  adopted 
stitution,  the  association  will  be  in  a  con- 
dition which  will  permit  of  aggressive  and 
progressive  work. 

We  expect  the  plan  of  balloting  and 
voting  by  mail  to  prove  to  be  an  unsatis- 
factory failure.  It  gives  representation  to 
members  who  have  never  turned  over 
their  hands  either  for  or  against  the  asso- 
ciation since  they  have  become  members. 
Such  members  are  worse  than  none. 
Better  ten  active  members  than  ten  hun- 
dred who  have  no  lively  interest  in  the 
association. 

We  are  heartily  in  accord  with  the 
notion  of  publishing  separate  standards 
for  the  several  breeds,  putting  all  the  vari- 
eties of  a  given  breed  in  one  volume.  We 
believe  such  a  division  of  lue  Standard  to 
be  desirable,  and  that  it  would  become  a 
source  of  greater  profit  than  will  ever  be 
derived  from  the  Standard  in  its  present 
form.  Such  a  division  of  breeds  would 
not  require  any  extra  type  setting,  except 
for  a  few  pages  in  the  front  of  the  book. 
A  breed  standard  could  be  sold  for  ten 
cents  at  a  profit  of  about  900%,  and  the 
sales  of  those  parts  devoted  to  the  more 
popular  breeds  would  be  immense,  be- 
cause every  breeder  would  then  feel  that 
he  could  afford  to  own  the  standard  of  his 
particular  breed. 

We  confidently  expect  some  changes  in 
the  fundamental  law,  the  necessity  of 
which  will  appear  when  it  is  found  that 
the  provisions  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
officers  of  various  meetings  has  exhausted 
the  treasury.  We  firmly  believe  the  com- 
mittee of  fourteen  made  a  grievous  error 
in  making  it  possible  to  draw  so  heavily 
on  the  funds  of  the  association. —  Poultry. 


now 

We 
have 
con- 


Supplementing  Poor  Matches. 


Those  who  have  had  bad  luck  with  their 
hatches  this  season  are  invited  by  W.  R. 
Curtiss  &  Co.,  Ransom ville,  N.  Y.,  to 
invest  in  some  of  their  celebrated  Niagara 
strain  White  Wyandotte  and  White  Leg- 
horn chicks  at  10  cents  each.  They  also 
inform  that  they  have  a  fine  lot  of  breed- 
ers of  either  of  these  varieties  for  sale,  as 
well  as  mammoth  Pekin  Ducks,  both  ma- 
ture and  young  breeders.  Messrs.  Curtiss 
&  Co.  are  also  known  as  always  having 
a  full  stock  of  best  poultry  supplies  on 
ham!  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  constantly 
increasing  trade  in  this  respect.  See  their 
advertisement  on  outside  back  cover. 


Protect  your  savings  by  safe  in  vest- 
ment on  a  safe  and  sane  basis  of 
absolute  security  and 

5%  A  YEAR 


Fourteen  years  of  uninterrupted 
success  in  selecting  the  best  class 
of  New  York  and  Suburban  Real 
Estate  for  loans  to  home  owners. 

Prompt  payment  of  five  j>er  cent, 
earnings  on  every  dollar  for  every 
day  in  our  care  without  a  single  ex- 
ception during  the  whole  period. 

Almost  two  million  dollars  assets 
protect  your  investment,  however 
small. 

The  confidence  and  patronage  of 
thousands  of  prudent  investors  all 
over  the  country,  some  probably  in 
your  locality  to  whom  we  can  refer 
you. 

All  transactions  under  the  restric- 
tions and  inspection  of  the  New  York 
Banking  Department. 

These  Are  Our  Guarantees  To  You ! 

Start  an  account  at  anytime,  with- 
draw at  your  pleasure. 
Write  for  full  particulars. 


Industrial 
and  Loan  Co. 

16  Times  Bldg. 
Broadway  &  42d  St., 
New  York  City. 


WANTED 

i  a  great  opportunity  to  make  money  is  offered 
I  responsible  parties  willing  to  take  their  local 
agency  lor  the  sale  of 

THE  VISIBLE  BROODER 

This  is  the  brooder  whose  new  features  and  con- 
struction were  so  strongly  commended  by  the 
leading  experts  at  the  last  BOSTON  SHOW. 
(SpVmlid  satisfaction  to  users.   Anyone  wishing 
to  lake  advantage  of  this  rare  chance  for  liberal 
1  profits  will  obtain  full  particulars  by  writing 
VISIBLE  BKOODKR  CO., 
J4  Mt.  Vernon  St.,         Boston,  Mass. 


FOR  SALE 

THE    WELL  KNOWN 

Wiseacres  Poultry  Farm 

5Q  ACRES 

36  MILES  FROM  NEW  YORK  CITY 

All  stock,  inclnding  the  celehrated  pri7e  winning 
Salmon  Faverolles  and  500  While  Wyaudottes. 
LAKOE  DWELLING.  MODERN  LAYING 
HOUSES,  HEATED    BROODEIt  HOUSE. 
8  INCUBATORS. 

A    BIG  OPPORTUNITY. 

For  particulars  address. 
G.  VY.  AVISE.     Croton-on-H  mlson,  N.  Y. 


DR.  NOTTAGE'S 

DRY  FEED  BOX 

NEW  IDEA,  NO  WASTE. 

PRICES,    $1.50,  $1. 

Send  for  Circular  C. 
PLANS  :  Drv  Feed  Box  SOcts. 

Bry  Mash  Box  60cts. 
IuseaS1.50  Hrooder. 

Plan  f'O  cents. 

Dtl  .  N  OTTAGE. 
I  ■  OS  1 1  I  N  .  M  A»S. 


The  Reliable's  25th  Birthday 


I This  is  our  Silver  Jubilee  year 
For  So  years  Reliable  Incuba- 
tors have  represented  the  latest 
and  best  in  incubator  building'. 
They  have  stood  the  test  of 
practical  use  all  this  time  and 
are  farther  in  the  lead  than 
ever.  Send  for  free  catalog:. 
Reliable  Incubator  &  Brooder 
Co.,  BoxA-169,  Quincy,  111, 


1  Money -Back 
Guarantee). 


To^v,  when  writing  advertisers,    saw  AP,  JM  FARAl-POl  LTRY,"  will  benefit  }o»~  please  them  —  and  help  us. 
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The  Editor's  Question 


In  this  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  ques- 
tions on  poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal 
views  which  can  be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered 
as  promptly  as  possible  and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  received. 


Scurry  and  Scaly  Chicks.    (  K.  B.  D. ) 

— "I  have  fifteen  or  twenty  April  hatched 
chicks,  hatched  mostly  from  one  particu- 
lar breeding  pen,  that  are  troubled  with 
some  kind  of  scaly  coating  on  their  heads 
and  necks;  feathers  peeling  off  of  head; 
eyes  sore  and  swollen  ;  in  some  instances 
their  legs  seem  slightly  scaly,  like  hens 
with  scaly  legs.  These  chicks  seem  stunted 
and  puny,  and  gradually  lose  strength, 
and  finally  die.  Have  two  hundred  other 
chicks  from  ot  ler  breeding  pens  that  are 
doing  tine.  The  chicks  are  raised  with 
hens,  and  have  had  some  head  lice.  Use 
lard  and  sulphur  as  a  remedy.  I  thought 
at  first  that  their  heads  were  covered  with 
nits.  The  lien  that  runs  with  these  chicks 
had  im  scaly  legs,  hut  breeding  stock  had 
to  some  extent,  although  I  doctored  them 
some  for  it." 

I  cannot  tell  the  cause  of  the  scurfy 
condition  of  the  chicks.  It  may  be  that 
the  hen  with  them  had  some  skin  disease 
which  was  not  especially  noticeable  on 
her,  but  seriously  affected  the  chicks  when 
communicated  to  them.  Or  it  may  be 
that  the  chicks  were  constitutionally  weak, 
and  so  peculiarly  susceptible  to  skin  or 
other  diseases  present  in  the  flock.  When 
scaly  leg  is  prevalent  in  a  flock,  there  is 
likely  to  be  some  trouble  affecting  skin  or 
feathers  present  at  the  same  time.  As  far 
as  these  chicks  are  concerned,  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  treat  them.  A 
stunted  chick  is  better  dead. 

A  Habit  of  Game  Chicks.  (Mrs.  G. 
C.  H. )— "  Please  advise  me  what  to  do  to 
prevent  Game  chicks  six  weeks  old  from 
picking  each  others'  heads.  Mine  have 
picked  each  other  until  the  heads  are 
bare,  and  red  as  fire,  and  very  sore." 

Someone  else  will  have  to  answer  that. 
My  experience  with  a  few  I  reared  once 
for  a  friend  satisfied  me  that  I  wanted 
notlungtodo  with  them.  There  may  be 
a  way  of  preventing  such  a  habit,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  Game  chicken  has  no 
superiority  over  others  that  makes  it 
worth  while  to  keep  chickens  in  which 
pugnacity  is  so  overdeveloped  that  they 
cannot  be  handled  as  other  chickens  f.re. 

Brewers'  Grains  for  Poultry.    (J.  B. 

S. ) — "  Are  brewers'  grains  good  for  poul- 
try? " 

According  to  their  analysis  they  should 
make  a  good  poultry  food ;  hut  the  analy- 
sis is  not  always  a  reliable  guide  to  feed- 
ing values.  I  have  never  used  them,  and 
cannot  say  anything  of  them  from  expe- 
rience. 

Guinea  Eggs  in  Incubators.  (T.  M. 
P.) — "  Will  incubator  manufacturers  re- 
ply through  columns  of  Farm-Poultry? 
Can  Guinea  eggs  be  hatched  in  incuba- 
tors, and  the  young  reared  in  brooders? 
If  so,  what  machine  will  do  it?" 

Our  columns  are  open  to  any  incubator 
manufacturers  who  wish  to  reply.  I  sup- 
pose there  would  be  no  more  difficulty  in 
hatching  the  eggs  than  with  hens'  eggs. 
The  brooding  would  be  a  different  propo- 
sition. The  young  Guineas  are  shy  and 
wild,  and  fret  in  confinement. 


formities  or  lack  of  development  ,  may  be- 
gin at  an  early  age.  Indeed  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  get  rid  of  stunted  and  weak  chicks 
as  fast  as  their  faults  become  conspicuous. 

Close  Quarters.  (G.  A.R. )— "I  have 
a  poultry  house  made  out  of  two  piano 
boxes,  with  a  pitch  roof  covered  with  tar 
paper.  I  have  twelve  R.  I.  Reds,  last 
spring's  hatch.  The  house  is  6  ft.  square 
on  the  floor.  The  outside  run  is  20  ft. 
long,  (i  ft  wide,  covered  sides  and  top. 
Is  the  house  and  run  large  enough  for 
winter— and  what  shall  I  feed,  and  how 
much  to  each  hen?  I  have  no  cock  with 
them.  Will  they  lay  as  well  without 
one?" 

A  dozen  hens  may  be  kept  in  a  house 
and  run  of  the  dimensions  given,  but  it  is 
crowding  more  than  is  generally  advis- 
able. If  Mr.  R.  wants  to  go  into  the 
question  of  feeding  carefully,  he  should 
look  it  up  in  the  "  First  Lessons  in  Poul- 
try Keeping."  With  only  a  dozen  hens, 
the  table  scraps  from  the  house  should 
furnish  one  feed  a  day.  Then  give  two 
feeds  of  grain— a  light  feed  at  noon,  and 
as  much  as  they  will  eat  in  the  evening. 

In  such  close  quarters  it  is  not  advisable 
to  feed  much  corn — not  even  cracked  corn. 
Give  oats  or  millet  at  noon;  wheat  or 
barley  in  the  evening.  See  that  the  fowls 
are  well  supplied  with  green  food.  The 
hens  will  lay  as  well  without  a  male. 

A  Chick  Disease.  (H.  H.  S.)— "My 
chicks,  mostly  hatched  in  incubators,  are 
apt  to  have  in  their  first  two  weeks  a 
sickness  which  begins  by  their  opening 
and  closing  their  mouths  as  if  gasping  for 
breath,  or  trying  to  vomit.  This  contin- 
ues until  they  die.  Mostly  strong  chicks 
are  affected. ' ' 

The  most  likely  cause  of  such  trouble 
is  stale  or  damaged  food.  Prepared  chick 
food  kept  over  from  last  season  might 
cause  it.  Without  knowing  more  of  the 
case,  I  cannot  give  a  more  definite  answer. 

Eggs  Breaking   at  Hatching  Time. 

(F.  M.  C.)< — "Just  before  it  is  time  for 
the  chicks  to  hatch,  the  hens  smash  the 
shell  and  the  chicken  dies.  I  have  had 
two  or  three  out  of  every  dozen  do  that 
way.  How  can  I  get  my  hens  to  lay 
thicker  shelled  eggs?  They  have  shells  by 
them  all  the  time.  AVould  feeding  more 
whole  corn  do  any  good?" 

The  trouble  is  apparently  not  due  to 
thin  shells,  but  to  the  nests  in  which  the 
eggs  are  hatching  being  dished  too  much, 
so  that  when  an  egg  is  picked  the  shell  is 
crushed  in  by  the  pressure  of  the  other 
eggs  and  the  weight  of  the  hen.  A  nest 
should  bo  hollowed  at  the.  middle  only 
enough  to  keep  the  eggs  together  and  pre- 
vent their  working  out  from  under  the 
hen. 

The  Same  Old  Story.  (Mrs.  E.  C.  )— 
"  Can  you  give  me  the  slightest  hint  of  the 
probable  cause  of  incubator  chicks  dying 
of  diarrhea  about  five  days  after  hatch- 
ing? The  cause  is  all  in  the  incubation,  I 
am  convinced,  as  the  same  eggs  hatched 
by  hens  are  all  right,  whether  brooded  by 
hens  or  in  a  brooder.  I  am  using  two 
popular  makes  of  incubators.  The  result 
is  the  same  in  either  one.  I  have  followed 
the  directions  as  closely  as  possible,  and 
have  good  hatches  of  apparently  strong 
healthy  chicks,  and  have  filled  each  in- 
cubator three  times  this  season.  At  the 
first  hatch  the  eggs  were  not  very  fertile, 
as  it  was  early  in  the  season,  but  every 
chick  lived.  Since  then  they  begin  to  die 
about  five  days  old,  until  not  many  are 
left.  Meanwhile  I  have  hatched  with 
hens,  and  they  are  not  troubled  in  the 
least  with  diarrhea.  My  incubators  are 
filled  now,  one  of  them  hatching.  If  you 
can  give  me  any  idea  of  the  cause  or  rem- 
edy, I  should  be  very  glad.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  the  incubator  manufacturers,  with- 


out receiving  the  slightest  satisfaction. 
I  know  the  trouble  is  a  common  one  with 
incubator  chicks,  and  il  seems  as  if  some 
one  would  tint!  some  remedy  for  it." 

Last  year  1  found  a  case  similar  to  this. 
The  first  chicks  hatched  strong  and  lived; 
later  hatches  giving  chicks  which  died  off 
continuously.    Some  of  those  who  have 
been  investigating  diarrhea  in  brooder 
chicks  have  found  that  in  some  cases  the 
trouble  seems  to  be  accounted  for  by  lack 
of  ventilation  in  the  incubator  cellar.  Ap- 
plying that  theory  to  the  case,  it  seemed 
possible  to  account  for  the  good  early  and 
bad  late  results  by  the  fact  that  when  the 
first  hatches  were  made  there  were  but, 
two  or  three  machines  running  in  a  cellar 
containing  about  twenty,  while  later  all 
the  machines  were  in  operation,  and  the 
air  in  the  cellar  was  not  so  good.  That 
made  a  plausible  explanation,  but  pro  veil 
nothing.    The  present  case  does  not  seem 
to  be  one  that  can  be  explained  in  that 
way.    Mrs.  C.  runs  but  two  incubators, 
and  it  would  be  a  most  unusual  thing  for 
two  machines  to  be  placed  where  the  dif- 
ference in  the  air  in  the  apartment  at  dif- 
ferent times  could  be  great  enough  to  give 
the  different  results  described.    I  think  it 
will  be  found  as  the  troubles  of  chicks  are 
more  fully  investigated  that  diarrhea  must 
be  considered  a  symptom  in,  perhaps, 
most  of  the  diseases  that  affect  chicks,  and 
that  instead  of  searching  for  one  cause,  or 
a  few  causes,  we  must  try  to  find  which 
one  of  many  causes  of  various  diseases  in 
which  diarrhea  may  be  a  symptom,  is  the 
effective  cause  in  any  given  case.  We 
never  can  reduce  even  a  matter  so  simple 
as  the  management  of  chicks  when  all  is 
going  well  to  a  science,  because  the  wrong 
conditions  and  possible  combinations  of 
wrong  conditions  are  so  numerous  that  it 
is  impossible  to  guard  against  any  one  of 
them  all  the  time,  or  all  of  them  for  any 
considerable  period  of  time.    In  artificial 
incubation  the  most  intelligent  and  expert 
operators  are  often  puzzled  to  account  for 
the  results  they  get;  not  infrequently  they 
get  poor  hatches,  when,  so  far  as  they 
know,  nothing  occurred  during  incuba- 
tion to  cause  a  poor  hatch,  and  get  un- 
thrifty chickens  from  one  machine  and 
thrifty  chicks  from   another,  hatching 
practically  the  same  eggs.     There  is  a  lot 
to  learn  yet  along  this  line. 

Difficult  Laying.  (M.  C.  B.)— "I  am 
having  trouble  with  some  of  my  hens, 
which  I  do  not  understand.  They  seem 
to  lose  the  use  of  their  legs,  and  cannot 
walk.  They  seem  to  be  in  the  best  of 
health  one  day,  and  the  next  day  I  find 
them  lying  in  the  barn  and  not  able  to 
walk.  They  droop  their  tails  and  raise 
their  saddle  feathers,  and  want  to  go  off 
to  hide.  Some  that  I  find  in  that  con- 
dition seem  to  have  an  egg  in  their  vent, 
and  after  laying  they  seem  to  be  all  right 
again.    My  hens  are  a  year  or  more  old. ' ' 

This  difficulty  in  laying  comes  usually 
from  hens  being  out  of  condition.  A  hen 
that  is  constipated  or  has  a  marked  tend- 
ency that  way  is  likely  to  have  difficulty 
in  laying,  while  a  hen  that  is  too  loose 
may  drop  her  eggs  prematurely.  In  the 
first  case  there  is  contraction  and  rigidity 
of  the  parts  which  interferes  with  the  pas- 
sage of  the  egg.  Try  to  learn  what  con- 
dition causes  the  trouble,  and  correct  it. 
Overfat  hens,  too,  sometimes  have  trouble 
like  that  described. 

Poison  and  Swill.  (C.  L.  H.)— "Can 
you  tell  me  what  is  happening  to  all  the 
flocks  of  hens  here?  One  day  they  appear 
very  dreamy  and  moody,  droppings  be- 
coming bright  green,  and  the  next  day 
they  are  usually  dead.  I  know  of  at 
least  four  people  besides  myself  that  have 
had  hens  affected  in  the  same  way.  It 
almost  seems  as  if  they  had  been  poisoned. 
One  man  said  the  flesh  of  his  hens  w  as 
blue.  I  think  it  has  been  mostly  among 
the  R.  I.  Reds.  I  gave  them  liver  pills, 
and  I  think  one  hen  got  well.  Perhaps 
they  are  used  up  by  the  hard  winter.  I 
stopped  feeding  any  swill,  and  have 
changed  my  feed  to  dry  mash.    While  it 
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cud  will  give  double  service 
if  treated  with 

EUREKA 

Harness  Oil 

Prevents  rotting.  Gives  a  glossy 
black  finish.  Makes  leather 
soft,  strong  and  durable. 

BOSTON  COACH  AXLE  OIL 

is  the  best  axle  lubricant.  Will 
not  gum  or  corrode.  Superior 
to  castor  oil  and  more  ecnomi- 
cal.  Sold  everywhere — all 
sizes* 

Made  by  STANDARD  OIL  CO. 
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WHITE  P.  ROCKS. 

A  few  choice  pens  for  sale.  Should  lie  pleased  in  cor- 
respond with  anyone  wishing  No.  1  stock  at  bargain 
prices.   AlU  Stilt  selling  exits  and  chirks  from  my  S. 
C.  It.  I.  Reds  and  W.  P.  Rocks.   Free  circular. 
<!  IJAISD  VIEW  POULTRY  FAUM, 
W.  II.  I/ANG,  prop.  St!  album,  N.  H. 


BABY  CHICKS 

Choice  S.  C.  While  Leghorns, 
Sets,  each  for  balance  of  season. 
Write  for  circular. 

FRANK  C.  KDSON, 

Leltoy,  N.  Y. 


QUICK  DEVELOPMENT 

isrtae  need  right  now.  Make  strong,  healthy  winter  lay- 
ers of  the  pullets.  Get  early  broilers  and  roasters  and 
market  fowls  worth  a  price. 

>     DARLING'S  FOODS 

are  true  developers.  Surprising  results  from  Darling  9 
Forcing  Food.  100-lb.  sack,  82.00.  Also  Laying  Food  and 
Scratching  Food  at  $2.00.  Beef  Scraps  at  $2.76  and  Chick 
Feed  at  $2.50.  Oyster  Shells.  60c.  Mica  Crystal  Grit.  6Sc. 
All  in  1001b.  bags,  f .  o.  b.  Chicago  or  New  York,  cash 
with  order.    Catalog  free. 

pn  Box  5',  Union  Stock  Yards,  Chicago. 
UUii  Box  54,    Long  Island  City,  New  York. 


FROG  RAISING. 

.  Our  New  Book 

HOW  TO  BREED,  FEED 
AND  RAISE  FROGS. 


Price  Postpaid  25c.  Coin. 

Meadow  Brook  Farm, 
Allendale,  New  Jersey. 


food  for  eHieKs 


My  various  "Vigor"  Foods  promos  good 
health  and  strong  development,and  make  hens  lay. 

I  am  agent  for  Cyphers  Forcing  Food— for 
producing  broilers  and  roosters — and  other  stand- 
ardfoods.  Portable  Poultry  Houses,  andbest 
supplies  of  every  sort.  Write  for  my  free  Illustrated 
Poultry  Supply  Book  and  tell  me  your  problems. 

Stokes'  Seed  Store,  219  Market  St.,  Philadelphia 


BABY  CHICKS  AND  EGGS 

from  our  business  and  he'aulybred 
Single  Comb  White  Leghorns.  Our 
breeders  are  Hie 
heavy  laying,  low  , 
tail. clean  cut  kind;! 
if  you  wan  t  some- 
thing   choice  at 
reasonable  prices 
'1)6   drop  us  a  card  for 
circular. 
FRANK  C.  KDSON, 
Route  No.-.',  I.eKoy.N.Y. 


Selecting  Layers  in  Chicks.    (  F.  II. 

S. )— "  I  am  raising  White  Plymouth  Rock 
chickens,  ami  I  would  like  to  know  how 
to  pick  out  the  best  layers.  Is  there  any 
way  to  tell?  If  so,  how  young  can  I  begin 
to  cull?  This  is  my  second  year,  ami  1 
can  sell  all  my  eggs  to  private  families  at 
top  prices.'' 

It  is  not  possible  to  select  layers  in  min- 
iature chicks,  nor  is  there  any  sure  meth- 
od of  selecting  after  maturity  except  by 
observation  and  record  of  performance, 
though  I  think  it  quite  usual  for  experi- 
enced poultrymen  to  find  that  their  best 
developed  and  best  formed  pullets  as  a 
class  are  their  best  layers.  Culling  for 
objectionable  defects,  especially  for  de- 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  Ap,  JIN  FAP/YKPPUKFRYr'>.»n  benefit  vou  -  please  them  -  and  help  us. 


YOUNG  CHICKS 

Just  batched  from  R.  I.  Reds, 
Barred  and  Buff  Plymouth 
Itocks,  Single  Comb  while  Leg- 
horns; and  While  Wyandotles, 
from  8ic.  to  15c.  each.  Distance 
no  objection.  000  chirks  batched 
per  week  at  the  Pioe'l  ree  I  hitch- 
ery.  Send  for  circular,  and  get 
you r  order  i u  early. 
JOS,  P.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N,-J. 


MORE  LIVE  POULTRY 

wanted.  We  pay  the  highest  market 
prices  for  spring  broilers,  chickens 
and  fowl.  Daily  net  cash  returns  made 
to  shippers.  No  commissions  deducted. 
Free  directions  for  making  coops.  Send 
for  weekly  quotations  and  shipping 
tags.  Mark  live  poultry— liatchelder 
&  Snyder  Co.,  Poultry  Dressing 
Department,  49  North  Center  St., 
Boston.  References,  Atlantic  National 
Bank,  Boston— Bradstreet's  and  Dun's 
Commercial  Agencies. 

AddreHS,  Desk  H 

BATCHELDER  &  SNYDER  CO. 

Slnutrhtcrrrf*  nml  Poultry  Drpusers 

55,  57,  59,  61,  63  Blacxstone  Street,  BOSTON 
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Classified  Advertisements 

Classified  advertisements  only  will  be  inserted  in  these  columns,  and  no  display  other 
//inn  the  initial  ..  ord  or  name  allowed.  Ao  advertisement  containing  less  than  TWO 
lines  will  be  accepted.  All  parts  of  lines  will  be  charged  as  one  full  line.  ,\o  limit  to 
number  of  lines  ad.  may  contain .  An  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  have  an  ad. 
under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes.  Cost  of  classified  advertising  will  be  at  a  uniform 
rate  of  ZS  cents  per  line,  each  and  every  insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  num- 
ber of  lines  or  limes  ordered.  Copy  will  be  changed  as  often  as  desired  without  extra 
cost.  About  seven  ordinary  words  make  a  line.  Initials  and  figures  count  as  words. 
II  e  i  i .  si/  v  Hie  headings  in  alphabetical  order,  the  value  of  which  arrangement  to  the 


advertiser  is  at  once  apparent,  enabling  the  buyer  to  immediately  locate  advertisements 
i  particular  kind  in  which  he  may  bi 
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BANTAMS. 


A.N T.V.  M  ^, 


20  mi 
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fetlefi:  circular  -  cent  sl;nnp. 
.  t  tun,  Bos  v.>.  Deluvan,  MTU. 
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nnly.     Il:tnlv  slu'-k,  l.tcil  f->r 

Select!  gut,  SI  fur  13;  $5  f..r 

tlaysiuck  Mnuutuin  rami,  Norfolk, Conn. 
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BREEDINC  STOCK. 


A I.I.  r.KKKDS  ofi  Ive  pure  bt>d  poultry,  pj?- 
eons,  pheasants,  lurkeys,  rapblts,  BefjOan  liarVs, 
navies,  dogs. cuis  .and  ul  1  pet  stock  A  complete  list 
>n  our  large  Ib'.'-pugc  catalogue. 

Excelsior  Wire  anil  I'oultrvSupplv  Co.. 
Dept. I.       'Hi  and  28  Vesey  St..  New  York  City. 

"I7H1G.S,  E<i<iS,  f n. in  our  prize  winning  licuvy  lay- 
jEj  i  in:  Wlille  Wyandottes  ami  Haired  Plyrtwiilli 
Recks  at  half  price  iifter  April  li,  $1  per  13.  Quality 
an  i  (food  hatch  guaranteed. 
(  ryslal  Poultry  Farm,  It.  F.  I).,  Washington,  N.J. 
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ENS,  seOiroixl  laying liens  ii 
A.  \V  .  Walli 
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CHARCOAL. 


(1UAKCUAL  Sl/iOpi  r  hhl.,  Ireiglil  prepaid  to  any 
/   station  ea-l  ill  Mississippi  river.  Six  sizes  to 
choose  from:  write  for  samples.   Thomas  Bros.  Co., 
Beach  St.  ami  Colnmliia  Ave,  Philadelphia,  I'a. 


(ill  \i:co  \I. 
V  hhl.  Freight  |<aid 


The 


Medium. fine  or  granulated  $1.75  per 
ist  of  the  Mississippi, 
irk  A  Pollard  (  o..  Canal  SI.,  Boston. 


/  <ll  MM  II  VI..  in  an\  ipiantiiv. 

V/         W.  I\  Potter,  157 PlaluOeld  St.,  Prov.,  It.  I. 
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CHICKS.  

Hock  chicks.  10c. ea.;  $!>  per  100; 
land,  Lamar,  Clinton  Co.,  I'a. 


DUCKS. 


• »  X(\  PRI  Mil  M  PKKIN  DICKS  for  sale 
•  at  SI  each  wlille  the]  last.  Eire; 


Stamp  for  reply. 


gs  $4  the  100. 
Mclvor  Duck  Farm,  Jollet,  Ills. 


INDIAN  ltUNNKIt  DUCKS  recognize  mi  close 
season,  July  and  August  I  ?hall  lialclrKKO  for 
next  season  layers.  The  all  purpose,-  all  seasons, 
always  proUtaulc  waterfowl  j  12  eiqjs  fl :  100.  SB. 

Chestnut  Hill  Poultry  Yards, 
A.  B.Coolldge,  Orange,  Mass. 


ECCS. 


MAUImin  Square,  1907  .first  Golden  Polish  pul- 
let,  Eitgs$'-'.V*  sluing  :  also  exhibition  B.  Itocks 


It. C.B.Li 
huuest  value. 


Toul. ifeesfe.  and  P. ducks, $2 up ;slrictly 
ltcv.W. P. Mackay,  Jamaica.  L. I.,  N .  Y . 


IXCUIiATOU  F.fiC.S  from  fairly  Rood  slock  of 
Buffi*.  Rocks.  Hull  Wyandotte,  Bull  Leghorn,  ami 
It.  I.  Beds,  £4  for  100. 

Rowlaud  6.  Butlinlon,  Somerset,  Mass. 

DARTRIDGE  PLYMOUTH  Rocks;  Gcnesees. 
X      Whin-  Muscovy  and  Mallard  ducks:  eggs  and 
slock  for  sale;  write  for  circular.    Henry  Oemlscli, 
breeder  fancy  poultry ,  Meadow  creek,  PitlsXord.  N.  Y. 

T>CI'KINTON    has    redu  I   the  price  of  eggs 

X#  from  Buff  and  Partridge  Plymouth  Itocks,  Buff 
and  Columbian  Wvandoitcs.  UuiV  Leghorn.  IC.  and 
S.  Comb  Buff  and  White  Orpington.  $1  for  15;  Incu- 
bator eggs  from  Ruff  I'.  Rock.  Buff  \\  vandotte,  Bull' 
Leghorn,  and  It.  I.  Beds.  St  for  100. 

Rowlaud  G.  Buffluton,  Somerset,  Mass. 

II'IIITK  and  Buff  Wyandottes;  sbape,  color, 
tt     comb,  eye  right ;  lilx  farm  raised  prolific  lay* 
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Eggs  SI  perl  . 
Davis,  Wat  uer,  N. 


 FARMS  FOR  SALE.  

IV- 'I  A  B1.1SIIEI)  poult rv  fariu.&larri  sand  liusl- 
li  uess  for  sale  — GOO  Leghorn  hens,  1000  chicks, 
ducks,  and  turkeys  ;  uorse,  cows.  pigs,  wagons.  Imple- 
ments, all  tools  —  10  room  house  fully  furnished; 
Immediate  possession  to  quick  buyer,  owner  going  lo 
California  account  health;  $5000  lakes  everything. 
Descrlpllvectreular.  Edward  Deuetl.Mlllbrook.N.Y . 


FAVEROLLES. 


FAV  KKOLLES  —  "The 
Circular  for  stamp. 
Also  Lakenvclders. 


king  of  utllliv  fowls." 
Dr.  Phelps, 
Glens  Falls.  N.Y. 


1VRROLLKS  CLUK     VNNl  VL  contains 
Mandard  and  full  Information,  free  for  stamp. 
M.J.  Whltly.  secretary.  Maiden,  N.Y. 


CAM  ES. 


AIM'MUmi;  Y.VKDs  i  nrnlsli Indians,  ourim- 
ported  males  produced  and  won  at  Chicago, 
Jan.,  1907. every  1st  prize;  live  exhibitors  competing  ; 
circular  free.  Vinbi.  Brent.  iugr..Oc.ni<-iii"Wi>c.  Wis. 


1) 


HOU  DANS. 


H(M  l>  .N-,  Smith's  Premier  strain:  large,  dark, 
heavv  crested  lords,  bu  d  by  trap  nest  system, 
wiuners  at  New  York,  Boston,  and  oilier  shows.  A 
few  trios  for  sale.   Eggs  SS per  slums;. 

Park  View  Poultry  Yards.  W .  Sprlngtle'd,  Mass 


JAVAS. 


DIiACK  JAVAS 
J>  lb. 95|  polul  Io  ns 
hens  for  sale.  U. 


Eggs  and  chirks  from  8  to  10 
bred  to  In)  lb.  911  point  cock  ; 
M.  Mathews.  Blocton,  N.Y'. 


LEG  BANDS. 


(lOI.OKED  I.Eti  ISAN'DS.  hand  poultry.  piK* 
/  In  colors.  Identify  at  sight ;  sainfilcs,  price  lis 


for  stamp. 


A.  I*.  Spiller,  Beverly,  Mass. 


LECHORNS. 


K>OSTON  and  New  York  winners.  R.O.VY1  i 
X>    horu  stock  ;  eggs  :ii  S-  per  15;  circular  free. 


C.  F.  Ensign,  Stepney,  Conn. 


4^  I   I'EIt  100;  *Sper200;  S2.50  forSOegES.  Will 
QP'X:  ship  strong  fertile  eggs  from  B.C.  While  Leg- 
horns thai  are  extra  heavy  layers  and  large  iu  size. 
Order  at  once.  C.  A .  Steveus. 
  Box  3,  Wilson,  N.  Y. 


LICE  PAINT. 


ON'CK  A  YEAR  LICE  PAINTwIUkeepliouses 
brooders,  etc.,  free  from  miles  if  used  once: 


year;  50c.  gal. 


Woodsdale  Poultry  Plant. 

Summit.  It.  I. 


MINORCAS. 


Inorcas.  best  rpialitv.28  page  cat.  Geo. 
Northup,  K.  F.  D."2,  Itaceville, N.  Y. 


1>EACK  Minorca  eggs,  S3;  two  sittings,  $5. 
>    Ii.  Story,  187  Ai  liugton  Ave.,  Bi  ooklj  n,  N 


ORPINCTONS. 


ORPINGTONS,  liUEF,  BLACK,  WHITE. 
Why  uot  have  the  very  best  obtainable?  First 
cost  may  be  a.  little  mote,  but  you  gel  the  stock  anil 
blood  from  the  grandest  winning  strain  in  America, 
and  from  the  largest  Orpington  breeder.  Send  for 
forty  page  illustrated  Orpington  catalogue,  also  mat- 
ing 1 1st  describing  thirty-two  breeding  yards  and 
prices  of  eggs.  The  blood  from  the  largest  winners  at 
New  York  the  past  three  vears  is  in  these  yards. 

Box59,  Willow  Brook  Farm.  Berlin,  Conn. 

TVHITE  AND  BCFF  Orpingtons,  won  cup 
»?     special  for  best  shaped  male  and  other  prizes 
at  Auburn.   Write  for  mating  list.   Eggs  $2  to  $5. 

I.  Crocker,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 

PHEASANTS. 

I ENGLISH  PHEASANTS,  full  grown,  covert 
J  or  pen  bred.  $4  per  pair.  October  delivery. 
While  Swans,  pair  $23.  Oilier  game  and  ornamental 
birds  at  very  low  prices.  Jack  Rabbits,  each  $2.60; 
discount  on  quantity.   Write  for  what  you  want. 

Deriley,  naturalist.  New  City,  N .  Y. 

PIGEONS. 

MATED  HOMERS,  squab  breeders,  60  els.  pair. 
F.  W.  Hasiay,  Middleboro,  Mass. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

BCFF  ItOCKS,  winners   of  10r>  premiums  In 
three  years;  solid  in  color:  slock  and  eggs. 

Dr.Coolidgc,  Bristol,  N.  H. 

BARKED,  While,  Buff  Rocks  :S.C.  White  Leg- 
horns :  Homer  pigeons,  winners  at  Madison  Sq. 
and  other  leading  shows :  51  acres  devoted  lo  poultrv. 
Spleudid  slock  reasonable.  Eggs  $2.  15;  3sits.$ft;  $S 
100.    A.  W  ■  Silkwortli,  Box  2o,  Alattituck,  L.  L,  N.Y. 

\17HITE  PLYMOUTH  Rock  eggs,  or  newly 
»  »     hatched  chicks  bv  ■  lie  thousand,  hundred,  sil- 
ting, or  dozen.   Good  slork  ;  prices  low. 

Woodsdale  Poultry  Plaut,  Summit, 


,  R.  I. 


BCFF  Rnels 
buff,  $15. 


2 tine  cocks  for  sale;  yellow  even 
Noyes,  New  Loudon,  Conn. 


REMAINDER  of  season  $1.50  per  13.  Hawkins 
si  i  dii  pure;  prizes  at  live  show  s.  Incubator  eggs 
$5 per  l«0;  White  Leghorn  eggs  $1  per  18;  $4  per  100. 
Also  coon  dog  puppies,  half  Cr.llle-lialf  Hound. 

11.  A.  Conant.  Port  Chester,  N.Y. 

II ITE  Rocks.  Surplus  breeding  stock  for  sale. 
M.  L.  Rice,  I  lope  P.  Farm.  Ashburuham,  Mass. 

PRINTING. 

YjOCLTRY  POST  CARDS,  beautiful  lllustra- 
X     Hons.  15c  per  dozen,  assorted  or  al  I  one  kind.  100 
with  your  advt.  $1^0;  500  $3.50;  sample  free,  other 
printing  for  ponltrymen  reasonable  and  up  to  date. 
Hnk  A  Sons.  USoiith  Fifth  St..  Philadelphia. Pa. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS,  wiunersof  1st  prizes 
Boston.  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Rochester." 
ami  Cincinnati.  Eggsat  $2.60  per  15  :special  matiuKs 
at  $5  per  15.  House  Rock  Poultry  Farm. 

C.  M.  Bryant, prop. .  Wolla'slou, Mass. 


I<!G,G?,         §'19**  ?  Rose  Hn<1  Single  Comb  Rhode 
J   I. Reds  and  Houdans. $2  for  13 ;  $5  for  40:  have 
been  breeding  tbem  for  thelast  leu  years.  Also  Pekln 
UCKS  aim  Homer  pigeons.    Be  sure  and  send  forclr- 


cular.   A  few 


:ood  birds  for  sale. 

D.  P.  Shove,  Fall  Riv 


er,  Mass. 


"HlTE 

Mass. 

Rouen  ducks.  8cead. 


Birch  Poultrv  Farm. 
S.  C.R.I.  Reds,  Iudian 
page  322. 


Brldgewaler. 
Runner  aud 


rL£RK  .FAlKM,1  CONCORD,  MASS.,  offers 
entire  Mock      Reds,  both  combs,  for  sale.  E«i;< 
from  best  pens,  SI.  tfr 


RED  I  FATHER  FARM.    W<  guaranto  oar 
i  eggs  »l  $5  per  100  to  be  from  as  good  or  belter 
slock  as  tlia    from  w  hirh  others  sell  eggsat  $6  lo  SU 

per  P0.  See  ad.  paiic  310. 


TRAP  NESTS. 


i.i  \i 

.  free. 


rafinesl  spec 
Frank  <  >.  Wi 


the  standard : 
armoulh.  Mai 


WANTED. 


'ANTED,  position  on  poultry  plant,  by  thor- 
oughly experienced  young  man:  can  furnish 
best  of  references: incubating  and broiHllngspecially. 
Add.  \V.  E.  C.  1359  Park  Ave.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


IXPERT     PODLTRYMAN  AND 
.^1  VNAGE1C  wauls  position  at  once 


I   \  KM 

ha  v.-  25 


years  experience  all  braucues  poultry  Industry  and 
slock  raising,  etc.  Highest  references;  also  single 
man.  Swedish,  experienced  with  me  2  years  on  largest 
farm  of  its  kind  in  the  couutry.  1  am  married,  aged 
40.  English  American. 

Practical,  care  Farm- Poultry,  Boston,  Mass. 


WYANDOTTES. 


nCSINESS  \V.  Wyandot les.  Stork  forsale:trap 
uests  used.  Michael  K.  Buyer,  liaiiiiiioulou.  N .  J. 


Hun  - 


BITE    WYANDOTTES,   our  strains  are 
winners  I  lie  country  over:  stock  for  saie  at  all 
Barnes  A  Woodbury,  Wenham,  Ma.-s. 


'  10I.CM  l-.IAN  Wxans..  yearling  males. 
\J    trios  from  $5  up.   II.  Chase,  Andovet 


females ; 
,  Mass. 


KEEI.ER  strain  While  Wyandottes.  Eggs  $2  per 
I5;  S3..'i0  pur  30.    Anna  Magee,  Winamac,  I  ml. 

SILVER  Laced  Wyandottes,  yearling  liens  $1.10 
up.  1 1 .  F.  Chase.  Audover.  Mass. 


SILV 
breeders  f' 


WYANDOTTES,  my  enlire  flock 
Tor  sale  iu  Iols  to  suit. 
J.  C.  Jodrey,  Box-  A,  Dauvcrs.  Mass 


is  hard  to  get  good  corn,  would  oats, 
wheat,  and  barley  with  a  small  quantity 
of  buckwheat  do?  " 

The  hens  may  be  poisoned.  If  the 
swill  is  of  unknown  composition  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  suspect  the  trouble  may 
be  due  to  something  in  it.  R.  I.  Reds 
would  not  be  more  affected  by  anything 
of  this  kind  than  other  fowls,  and  no 
significance  would  attach  to  there  being 
more  cases  among  them  unless  they  are 
fed  different  or  in  some  way  subject  to 
different  conditions.  In  that  case  the  dif- 
ference ought  to  furnish  a  clue  to  the 
cause  of  the  trouble.  The  hard  winter 
should  have  no  such  effects  as  described. 
The  combination  of  grains  suggested  is  a 
very  good  one. 

A  Mysterious  Case    (B.  C.) — "I  am 

a  breeder  of  Buff  Wyandottes,  and  about 
a  week  ago  I  had  a  pullet  die  very  sud- 
denly. I  have  a  mating  of  a  first  prize 
cock  to  two  first  prize  pullets.  "When  I 
went  to  feed  them  in  the  morning  I  did 
not  notice  anything  unusual  about  the 
mating;  both  pullets  ate  well,  and 
scratched  in  the  litter.  At  noon  when  I 
arrived  home  and  fed  the  stock,  the  pul- 
lets were  as  busy  as  ever,  and  I  also  found 
two  eggs  in  the  nest,  showing  that  both 
pulletsjaid.  At  3.:?0  P.  .>r. ,  I  went  to  the 
coop  to- see  if  the  stock  was  all  right,  and 
noticed  one  of  the  pullets  sitting  down 
drooping  in  one  corner  of  the  coop.  1 
picked  her  up,  and  found  that  she  had 
lost  the  use  of  her  legs,  and  could  not 
stand  up.  I  brought  her  into  the  house 
to  see  if  I  could  do  something  to  cure 
her,  but  she  died  about  five  minutes  later. 
I  cut  her  open,  but  could  find  no  trace  of 
anything.  Can  you  tell  me  what  was  the 
cause?  " 

It  is  impossible  to  say  which  of  the 
numerous  causes  of  sudden  death  was 
present  in  this  case.  If  a  post  mortem 
does  not  reveal  the  cause,  we  are  at  a 
standstill  in  investigating  a  case.  There 
may  be  conditions  not  observed  by  Mr. 
C.  which  a  veterinary  would  notice;  but 
there  are  often  deaths  for  which  an  ex- 
perienced investigator  can  discover  no 
cause. 

May  Be  Worms.  (\V.  L.  S. ) — "I 
have  a  pullet  that  I  think  a  good  deal  of 
that  is  rather  peculiarly  affected.  She 
seems  to  have  a  kind  of  blind  staggers  at 
times— kind  of  wobbles  when  she  walks. 
Part  of  the  time  she  seems  all  right,  and 
when  she  drinks  water  she  squats  and 
throws  her  head  back.  I  thought  it  was 
indigestion,  and  gave  her  a  dose  of  castor 
oil,  but  she  does  not  seem  to  improve. 
She  is  not  fat,  just  in  good  laying  condi- 
tion; comb  and  gills  red;  appetite  good, 
and  has  been  laying  regularly  since  middle 
of  December,  and  is  laying  now.  I  don't 
think  it  is  the  feed,  as  none  of  the  rest  in 
the  pen  are  affected." 

It  looks  most  like  a  case  of  worms,  or 
some  internal  inflammation.  Many  such 
cases  cannot  be  diagnosed  in  the  life  of 
the  bird.  Put  the  pullet  by  herself  in  a 
coop  with  bare  board  floor,  and  examine 


droppings  for  worms.  If  worms  are 
found,  give  a  dose  of  turpentine  1  part, 
olive  oil  'I  parts,  one  to  two  tablespoOnfuJa 
to  the-  dose.  This  should  dislodge  in 
quantity  worms  in  the  intestines  which  in 
ordinary  course  would  pass  in  small  quan- 
tities with  the  droppings.  The  trouble 
might  be  indigestion,  or  due  to  something 
in  the  food,  but  that  is  not  likely  to  be  sq 
in  as  serious  a  case  as  this  apjiears  to  be. 
if  all  food  is  good,  sound,  and  sweet, 
and  mash,  if  any,  of  good  consistency 
when  fed,  no  serious  trouble  due  to  food 
should  develop,  though  fowls  might  not 
thrive  equally  well  on  the  ration  given 
them.  But  if  there  is  anything  "  off"  in 
the  feeding  it  often  happens  that  some 
fowls  are  affected  and  others  not. 


your  May 
asks  why 
that 


Red  Yolks. 


Editor  Fakm-Poultby :  —  In 
1st  issue,  page  24"),  F.  H.  H 
the  yolk  is  a  pale  yellow,  and  not 
dark  rich  color  —  to  which  I  note  you 
made  no  reply.  This  opens  a  subject  I 
have  long  been  quite  interested  in,  for 
my  hens  lay  eggs  that  have  a  deep  red 
yolk —  and  there's  a  reason  at  least  here. 

I  live  on  an  island  in  the  Sound;  the 
shores  are  covered  with  fine  salty  gravel, 
shells,  etc.,  and  the  tide  rolls  up  a  quantity 
of  sea  grass  or  kelp.  Small  shrimp  and 
live  sea  insects  seem  to  take  refuge  in  this 
wet  stuff.  We  take  wheelbarrow  loads  of 
it  to  the  chicken  yards,  and  the  hens  get 
very  busy  scratching  for  the  good  things 
they  find  in  it,  and  I  claim  the  result  is 
this  high  colored  yolk.  We  do  not  feed 
this  continually,  but  occasionally,  so  the 
eggs  do  not  taste  fishy,  as  you  may  at  first 
imagine;  they  eat  the  rock  weed,  live  in- 
sects, small  shells,  gravel,  etc.,  in  fact, 
leave  hardly  any  of  it.  I  have  tried  it, 
too,  with  Homer  pigeons,  and  they  also 
eat  it  and  do  well. 

I  should  like  your  opinion  and  experi- 
ence on  this  subject;  also  to  hear  from 
others,  for  if  it  is  of  value  then  I  con- 
template advertising  it  so  that  people 
located  inland  may  have  the  benefit  of 
this  food  for  their  chickens  and  pigeons. 

I  argue  that  it  is  nature's  product,  and 
if  the  fowls  eat  it  and  do  well,  then  it 
must  be  good  food  for  them  in  addition  to 
their  regular  feed.  W.  E.  Smith. 

South  Norwalk,  Conn. 


There  is  little  doubt  that  the  sea  food 
contributes  to  give  the  yolks- their  high 
color.  To  many,  such  a  color  would  be 
objectionable.  Hens  on  grass  often  lay 
eggs  that,  while  not  having  red  yolks, 
have  yolks  too  yellow  for  the  taste  of 
many  consumers.  '  The  difficulty  in  hand- 
lino  sea  food  of  this  kind  commercially  is 
that  it  will  not  keep  its  special  properties 
long  enough  to  be  used  economically  by 
those  who  cannot  get  it  fresh  at  frequent 
intervals. 


There  are  many  good  and  safe  invest- 
ments. Perhaps  the  Industrial  Savings 
and  Loan  Company,  of  New  York  city, 
may  meet  your  requirements  letter  than 
others.  Write  them  for  terms  and  par- 
ticulars.   Their  ad.  is  on  page  316. 


POULTRY  SUPPLIES 

MANUFACTURERS 
Factory  and  Mill  List 

Incubators  and  Brooders 
Developing  Food      Chick  Food 
Laying  Food  Forcing  Food 

Scratching  Food  Alfalfa 
Bone  Cutters  Food  Cookers 

Roofing  Paper         Wire  Fencing 
Portable  Houses      Chick  Shelters 
Shipping  Coops       Brood  Coopci 
Kgg  Packages  Egg  Cabinets 

Egg  Preservative     I+'g  Testers 
Chick  Markers         Leg  Bands 
Poultry  Remedies    Lice  Paint 
Disinfectants  Lice  Powder 

Fumigating  Candles  Sprayers 
Fu  11-N  est  Egg  Food  Kodl'Charcoal 
Grit  and  Shell  Boxes 
Drinking  Fountains. 
Dry  Food  Hoppers,  etc 

Send  for  our  Free  Illustrated  Cat-!B^**C 
alogueof  all  Poultry  Supplies.  |jj-p  nM,^ 

Address  nearest  office. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

Buffalo,  J>'.  T.,    Chicago,  Boston 

New  York  City,     Kansas  City, 
Oakland,  CaL,  and  London,  England. 
7000  Dealers  In  Tnlted  States  and  Canada 

Sell  Our  Goods.    Ask  at  roar  store. 


SPECIAL 

THIS 
MONTH 

Ltea-KIIIIng 
Powders  and 

Liquids 
Chick  Food 
Chick  Shsltera 

Portable 
Poultry  Houses 


To  say,  when  w  riting  advertisers,     SAW  AD.  IN  FARH-POCLTRY,"  will  benefit  you  -  please  them  -  and  help  us. 


10O7 


Farm-Poultry  n! 


319 


A  Plea  for  a  Full  Investigation 
of  the  Fertility  Question. 

(Continued  from  page  313). 

Those  two  facts  may  Ih>  largely  responsible 
for  low  fertility  in  llm-ks  that  have  laid 
freely  during  the  winter. 

The  "  white"  of  the  eg<;  is  the  cover- 
ing that  protects  the  fertilized  germ  until 
incubation  causes  it  to  grow  and  build 
up  the  embryo  chick  from  the  "white." 
This  "  white"  and  all  other  contents  of 
tin'  egg  arc  modified  by  the  character  and 
the  quantity  <»f  the  food  assimilated  !>y  the 
hen.  That  l>ein<r  admitted,  why  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  conjecture  that  inadequate 
or  unsuitable  feeding  may  so  modify  the 
quantity  and  the  chemical  character  of 
eggs  that  they  will  be  incapable  of  sup- 
porting fertilized  germs,  or  may  even 
destroy  the  spennatazoa  from  the  male? 
Such  a  view  is  consistent  with  the  fact 
that  heavy  egg  production  is  often  fol- 
lowed by  a  high  percentage  of  failure  with 
e^'t.'s  in  incubation  ;  not  because  so  many 
eggs  were  laid,  but  localise  the  food  was 
not  adequate  to  keep  so  many  e-r^rs  up 
to  the  standard  of  quality  necessary  to 


Woodlands  Farm's  Third  Annual  Sale. 

Six  thousand  heavy  layliiK  White  Leghorns,  Itnrrcd  Plymouth  Hooks,  and  While  Wyandottes,  at  prices  within  the  reach  of  all.  Von  cannot  afford  lomlssthi 
opportunltj  10  stock  up  with  Uo .Is  or  our  heavy  laying  strains,   stop  ami  think.    We  have 

^:5.">   TKAP  NKNTS  ITV    ACTUAL  XJ^E. 

Doesn't  thai  tell  von  we  are  breeding  to  Increase  the  laying  qualities  of  onr  birds?  Eggs  $2  and  $2.50  per  15;  $S  and  $10  per  100;  $G0  and  $6,0  per  1000.  Send  to  day  tor 
our  free  booklet  telling  all  abottl  our  methods,  and  giving  description  of  plant. 

I, EE  T.  UALI.OCK,  Prop.,   Box  A,    lona,   N.  J. 


support  the  life  principles.  The  fact  that 
careful  breeders  often  do  obtain  big  winter 
egg  yields  and  good  results  from  spring 
hatching  with  eggs  from  the  same  birds, 
will  hardly  be  ignored  by  any  judicial  in- 
vestigator. The  question  as  to  whether 
it  is  more  expedient  to  discourage  laying 
during  the  winter  than  to  keep  the  breed- 
ing stock  in  high  health  and  productive- 
ness during  that  season,  does  not  enter 
into  this  stage  of  our  inquiry. 

When  we  know  the  causes  of  infertility, 
"weak  germs,"  unhatchable  eggs,  and 
chicks  that  had  better  not  been  hatched, 
and  have  those  causes  under  examination 
in  their  logical  sequence,  one  at  a  time, 
in  practice,  the  practicability  of  all  indi- 
cated measures  for  overcoming  them  may 
well  be  considered. 

F.  0.  Wellcome. 


Another  First  Year's  Experience. 


E 


'DITOR  Fabm-Poultry : — I  am  going 
to  give  my  first  year's  experience 
from  shell,  so  to  speak,  or  the  first 
twelve  months  chicken  life. 

.luly  14  I  bought  42  chicks  at  25c.  each, 
six  weeks  old.  We  put  them  on  free 
range  on  a  farm  in  Connecticut. 

Killed  broilers,  32  lbs.,  lost  one,  and 
October  :51st  sent  21  pullets  and  one  cock- 
erel to  the  city.  One  was  stolen  in  transit, 
so  I  started  November  with  20  pullets  and 
one  cockerel.  They  began  laying  Decem- 
ber 12. 

Received. 

Dec,  6  doz.  sold,  @  50c,  $3  00 
Jan.,  24  5-6  doz.  sold,  @  50c,  12  41 
Feb.,  26  1-4  doz.  sold,  @  50c,  13  12 
March,  32  doz.  sold,  @  40c,  12  80 
April,  22  1-12  doz.  sold,  @  40c,  8  83 
May,      19  7-12  doz.  sold,  @  35c,     6  85 

Lost  May  31,  one  by  accident. 
Sold  5  sitting  hens  in  May,  5  00 

Sold  remaining  14  hens  and  1  cock- 
erel, 15  00 
Have  raised  64  chicks,  now,  May 

31st,  six  weeks  old.,  @  25c,        16  00 


Expenses. 
42  chickens,  @  25c, 
Horse  to  get  them, 
Fxpress  from  farm  to  city, 
Grain, 

Meat,  all  haslets, 
Shell, 

1  lb.  red  pepper, 
Cabbage, 
Balanced  food, 

2  dozen  eggs  to  feed  chicks, 


$10 

50 

2 

00 

3 

00 

22 

28 

3 

66 

80 

36 

79 

2 

25 

80 

$46  44 

Total, 

32  lbs.  broilers,  @  25c, 

Total, 
Expense  brought  back, 

Profit  12  months, 


$93  01 
8  00 

$101  01 
46  44 

$54  57 


Total, 

I  charged  all  eggs  used  at  price  I  could 
get  in  market.  My  house  is  12  x  6 ;  6  feet 
high  in  front,  6%  feet  at  back ;  a  floor. 

I  used  for  sills  2  x  8  set  on  edge ;  ends 
same,  and  two  cross  pieces  same  for  joists; 
studs,  2  x  3;  %  inch  sheathing  covered 
with  paper.  Windows  are  nailed  to  studs, 
so  there  is  an  air  space  3  in.  x  5  ft.  be- 
tween boards  and  top  of  window.  There 
is  a  ventilator  in  east  end.  Nests  are  set 
up  15  inches  from  floor.  Droppings  board 
is  15  inches  above  nests.  Roosts  2x3 
in.  x  12  ft.  rounded  off,  set  on  posts  6 
inches  above  droppings  board.  My  yard 
is  50  x  50.  I  will  add  this  fall  a  scratch- 
shed.  My  hens  are  White  Wyandottes. 
I  am  well  satisfied  with  my  experience.  I 
boil  the  lights,  but  feed  heart  and  liver 
raw. 

Oscar  Alva  Logan. 
Rutherford,  N.  J. 


Keeping  Combs   From  Freezing 

Cold  Houses. 


in 


E' 


'DITOR  Farm-Poultry:— In  Feb.  1st 
issue  A.  D.  asks  for  information  as 
to  what  poultry  keepers  do  to  keep 
their  poultry  from  freezing  their  combs  in 
the  open  house.  I  have  seen  but  one 
reply.  Thinking  that  possibly  my  way 
and  style  of  houses  would  be  of  interest, 
I  will  give  a  little  description  of  them. 
I  have  one  house  8  x  40,  4  ft,  posted  front 
and  back,  square  pitch  roof,  divided  into 
4  pens,  one  sash  7  x  9,  12  lights;  and  an 
opening  3  x  5  ft. ,  or  nearly  so  to  each  pen, 
board  shutters  hinged  to  turn  up  and 
book  to  roof,  that  fit  the  openings.  There 
have  been  very  few  days  but  what  these 
shutters  have  been  open  all  day  the  past 
winter..  .  ' 

Another  house  10  x  16,  4  ft.  posted  back, 
8  ft  front;  divided  into  2  pens.  One 
window  9  x  13,  12  lights;  and  an  opening 
of  the  same  size  to  each  pen.  This  open- 
ing has  cotton  cloth  oiled  tacked  on  frame 
hinged  to  turn  up,  but  a  very  few  days 
have  these  remained  closed  this  winter. 

No.  8  house  13  x  20,  5  ft.  posted  back, 
about  8  ft.  front,  divided  into  2  pens;  has 
window  a  little  smaller  than  No.  2;  an 
opening  to  correspond  to  each  pen,  with 
cotton  clotli  not  oiled  on  frame  hinged  the 
same.  The  walls  of  No.  1  are  matched 
boards,  one  thickness;  No.  2  and  No.  3 
are  square  edged  boards  covered  on  the 
outside  with  one  ply  tarred  paper. 


WINSLOW'S  PLYMOUTH  R0€KS— Barred  and  White. 

SPECIAL   JULY    SALE  , 

or  4n  While  liens  a  I  $'->.  S.i,  ami  $•'>  each :  as  utility  Barred  Inns  at  $1.50  each  :  5  Wbltc  cocks  al  96,  So  ami  *« 
eaoli;  511  three  months  ,,M  cockerels  al  $1  eaeh— Han  eil  or  While.  A  grand  Chance  to  gel  Marled  with  good 
stock  at  a  small  price.  A.  1*.  WINSLOW,  Box  1542,  Freeport,  Me. 


Single  Comb  White  Leghorns 

Wyckoff  and  Collins  stock. —  Our  specialty- Day  Old  Chicks  and  Eggs  for  Hatching.  Correspondence 
solicited,  and  satisfaction  guaranteed. 
GKEYSTONK  I'OULTKY  FA  KM,  -  -  -  Enfield,  Mass, 

This  adv.  appears  every  other  issue. 


Two  cockerels  in  No.  1  chilled  the  tips 
of  their  combs;  that  was  all  the  damage 
done.  No.  3  has  burlap  curtain  in  front 
of  roost.  There  were  no  cockerels  in 
this  house;  simply  used  as  a  laying  house. 
Plenty  of  litter,  mostly  of  unthreshed  oats 
was  used.  At  any  time  through  the  whi- 
ter they  would  scratch  away  the  litter  and 
burrow,  sometimes  a  foot  deep  close  to 
the  sill. 

I  have  165  hens,  mostly  R.  I.  Reds. 
Through  February  they  laid  2208  eggs; 
March  ol74,  with  ten  hens  sitting  the 
first  of  April;  during  April  3002,  with  87 
sitting  or  with  chicks.  I  would  have 
nothing  else  but  open  or  partially  open 
fronts,  but  not  like  No.  1 ,  as  it  is  too  low 
front,  bringing  the  opening  too  low,  and 
the  hens  have  to  keep  too  close  to  the 
front  to  get  the  eun.  In  No.  3  the  open- 
ings are  about  2  ft.  above  the  sill,  and 
hens  keep  nearer  the  middle  or  back  of 
pen,  out  of  wind,  and  still  get  the  sun. 

A.  J.  Williams. 

Atkinson,  N.  H. 


Before  you  decide  how  best  to  invest 
your  savings,  see  advertisement  of  In- 
dustrial Savings  and  Loan  Co.,  on  page 
31l>,  ami  write  them  for  more  detailed  in- 
formation. They  afford  certain  distinct 
advantages. 


MILLVILLE   POULTRY   FARM  CO'S 
Bred -to -Lay  S.   C.    WHITE  LEGHORNS 


Onr  hreeders  for  the  season  1907  are  offered  for  sale  at  greatly  reduced  prices 

guaranteed. 

MILLVILLK  POULTRY  FARM  CO.,  ISox  F, 


Write  us.  Satisfaction 
Millville,  N.  J. 


Little  Chicks 


for  sale.  Shipped  direct  from  the  incubators, 
from  our  White  Diamond  Strain  of  SINGLE 
COMB  WHITE  LEGHORNS.  Large,  white 
birds,  layers  of  lots  of  big  white  eggs.  Can 
furnish  them  in  any  number.  Price  $10  per  hundred.  Eggs  for  hatching,  $1.50 
for  15.    Incubator  eggs  in  any  number,  $5  per  hundred. 

FOREST  POULTRY  AND  FRUIT  FARMS, 


LOCKPOKT,  N.  Y. 


Slart  Right  This  Time !       Feed  Your  Chicks 

Eaton's  ™  Little  Chick  Feed 


FROM  START  TO  FININSH. 

Made  from  Pure  Grains  only  —  ready  for  Instant  use.  Thousands  of  men  and  women  who  have  fed  this 
hrandof  Chick  Food,  will  endorse  the  statement:— "It  is  a  brand  of  insurance  that  really  insures  success  in 
rearing  Little  Chicks." 

If  your  dealer  cannot  furnish,  write  for  sample.  .....  ,, 

EATON  GRAIN  &  FEED  CO.,  -  -  Norwich,  N.  Y. 

Mention  this  paper. 


WE  WANT  AGENTS. 

Here  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  make  money  for  anyone  who  will  devote  a  little  spare  time  to 
securing  subscriptions  to  that  great  poultry  publication,  Farm-Poultry.  Our  proposition  is  a 
liberal  one— extremely  so.  It  enables  you  to  realize  a  splendid  profit  on  every  order  taken.  Farm- 
Poultrv  is  issued  twice  a  month— 1st  and  15th,  and  the  price  is  but  50  cents  per  year.  Every  number 
interestingly  illustrated.  It  is  conducting  a  series  of  "FIRST  LESSONS  IN  POULTRY  KEEPING" 
which  is  the  favorable  talk  of  the  poultry  world.  You  will  be  surprised  how  promptly  and  willingly 
your  poultrv-keeping  friends  will  subscribe.   Write  us  for  full  particulars. 

FARM-POULTRY  PURLISHING  CO.,  332  Summer  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  


Blanchard's  White  Leghorns. 


Are  no  experiment,  having  been  carefully  selected  and  bred  for  over  twenty  ye 
le  of  the  greatest  laying  strains  of  Single  Comb  \\  lute  Legiii 


years, with  results  that  justify 

the  claim  that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  laying  strains  of  Single  Comu  \\  nite  Leghorns  i  n  existence  No  labor 
or  expense  has  been  spared  in  building  up  and  perfecting  this  strain,  and  while  the  production  of  large  pure 
white  fancy  market  eggs  has  been  the  main  object.  Standard  qualities  Lave  not  been  neglected.  1  hey 
arelarge,  vigorous,  active,  and  handsome.  Good  winter  layers,  and  keepat  it  all  summer.  Unexcelled  for 
introducing  new  blood,  or  as  foundation  stock.  Illustrated  circular  free. 

WINNERS  AT  MADISON  SQUARE  GARDEN,  NEW  VOEK,  1903,  1904,  1905  and  1906. 

E»es  for  hatching  from  my   regular  matings  $2  per  15;  $3.75  per  30;  $5  per  -15;  $10  per  100.  From 
e  exhibition  nialings  S3  i>er  15:  $5  per  oO. 


This  ad.  appears  monthly. 


H.  J.  I5LANCHARD,  I!ox  4(1,  Groton,  N.  Y. 


WYCKOFF  S  S.  C.  WHITE  LEGflOiNS 

Acknowledged  everywhere  Hie  World's  Greatest  Laying  Strain  ;  Unequaled  in  Standard  Qual- 
ities Remember  Ilia  t  we  are  the  originators  and  for  over  30  years  specialty  breeders  of  ir.eiusUy 
celebrated  "  Wychofl"  strain  of  S.  C.  White  Leghorns.  The  Most  Profitable  steam  ol  Poultry  in 
America  today.   Place  your  orders  al  headquarters  and  make  no  mistake. 

Eggs  for  ha't<  hing  in  any  quantity  from  i  he  grandest  of  matings  at  $2 
per  1UU.   Catalogue  anil  testimonials  free.  Address 


per  15;  $3.75  per  CO;  $5  per  45;  $10 
WYCKOFF'S  FAKM,  Aurora,  Cayusa  Co.,  N.  Y. 


Neuralgia 

headache,  and  all  other  aches  and  pains 
in  tiny  part  of  the  body,  all  yield  to 
the  marvelous  efficacy  of 

Johnsons 

Apo^LlNIMCNT 

Itcur»s  all  allmentsErlsingfrom  Inflamma- 
tion.  Can  be  used  internally  as  well  aa  ex- 
terna^-. A  bottle  of  Johnson's  Anodyne  Lini- 
ment is'  a  doctor's  case  in  itself.    Sold  by  all 
druagisia.   Price  25c;  three  times  as  much,  50c. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO. 

232  Summer  St.,  Soston,  Mass. 


To  say, 


when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FA Rfl- POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  -  please  them  -  and  help  us. 


S2Q 


Farm-Poultry 


]ulv  1 


riARKET  REVIEW. 

Conditions  of  publication  of  a  magazine  make  the  use  of  market 
quotations  of  the  date  of  issue  impracticable.  But  a  magazine  can 
— as  we  do — review  market  conditions  and  prices,  and,  by  study  of 
such  reports,  readers  gain  acquaintance  with  matters  influencing 
the  markets,  with  the  grading  of  poultry  supplies,  and  the  relative 
values  of  various  grades  of  eggs  and  poultry. 


BOSTON. 

Boilon  Produce  ilarket  Rrport,  June  2C,  1907. 

Eggs. 

Receipts  for  six  days,  41,40.">  cases ;  same  week  lu-l 
year,  3!),797  cases ;  previous  six  days,  46.294  cases ;  since 
April  I— 642,493 cases ;  same  time  last  year,C87,7C8caSCS. 

There  lias  been  a  marked  change  lu  weather  condi- 
tlous  since  our  last  weekly  report,  a  decidedly  hot 
wave  prevailing  since  Sunday.  Receipt*  have  fallen 
off  considerably,  ana  also  show  a  smaller  proportion 
of  fancy  fresh.  Most  western  have  been  moving 
slowly  at  15@16c.  as  to  quality  ami  condition,  but 
there  Is  a  call  for  better  goods,  and  best  marks  of 
northwestern  and  western,  candied  and  selected  hold 
firm  at  1G1  il6:c.  Dirties  In  full  supply,  lower,  and 
dull.  Fancy  hennery  in  steady  demand  audtlruiat 
21c. 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Kancy  hennery   '21..® 

Me..  Vt.,N.  H.,  and  N.  Y.  extras   1S..(613 

Me.,  Vt..  N  .  II.,  and  N.Y.,  common  to  good.  16.  .(3,17 
Northwestern  and  western  candled  aud 


I 


1G1.@1G| 
16.  .@ 
,  1 01.(3,16 
15.  ,@ 
15.  .@ 


selected  

Iiid.,  Ills,  and  N.Ohio  selected  

Other  choice  western  

Western  common  to  good  

Tenu.  aud  olber  southern  fresh  laid  . 
Western  dirties   12J.@I3» 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  six  days.  3,168  packages;  same  time  last 
year,  3.SS0  packages. 

Choice  northern  and  eastern  fowls  continue  In  lim- 
ited supply  at  17c.  Broilers  In  larger  supply  and 
lower,  closing  sales  at  25@'-'S generally.  Green  ducks 
steady. 

No  material  change  lu  the  market  for  lrozen 
poultry. 

Fresh  Killed  Northern  and  ICantcrn  — 

Fowls,  choice  (3,17 

Fowls,  common  to  good   I4..(3jl6 

-  Green  ducks,  $  lb   13..@16 

Nearby  Itroilers— 

Choice 3|  to  41bs.  to  palr,$  II  25.. (5128 

Pigeons,  choice,^  do/.  $125fa$l  50 

Pigeons,  common  to  good  75@  100 

Squabs, f)  doz   2  00(5)  2  50 

Ice-packed 

Turkeys   14..@15 

Fowls,  selected   14..@14J 

Fowls,  common  to  good  12&.@13| 

Broilers,  faucy  H lb  20..@22 

Broilers,  fair  to  good  f,  lb   18.. (5)20 

Old  cocks   U..@lli 

Live  Poultry. 

Receipts  have  been  larger,  aud  prices  have  declined 
since  our  last  report.  Late  sales  of  eastern  fowls  at 
14c.  generally.  Spring  chickens  more  plenty  and 
lower,  with  22c.  top  for  best  lots  at  the  close. 

Fowls,     lb  14. .@ 

Spring  chickens,  ^  lb  20..@22 

Roosters,  ^  lb   9..@ 


fairly  steady.  Speculative  buyers, however,  are  very 
particular  regarding  size  and  quality,  wanting  noth- 
ing under  4  I  bs.  or  over  5  lbs.,  or  po>sihly  54  lbs.  each 
throwing  out  all  very  heavy  or  light  fowls.  Spring 
chickens  are  plenty  from  all  secllons,  and  with  a  slow 
unsatisfactory  demand  the  feeling  shows  increasing 
weakness.  Long  Island  and  other  nearby  spring 
duckscontinueplenty  and  slow, but  prices  unchanged. 
Squabs  In  only  moderate  demand.  Quite  a  little 
frozen  poultry  has  been  brought  forward  this  week, 
mostly  roasting  chickens,  but  with  a  fair  demand  the 
feeling  Is  Hrm  for  desirable  grades. 

FRESH  KILLED — ICED. 

Turkeys 

Hens,  average  best  @14 

Western,  tonus,  average  best  @13 

Fair  to  good   12.  .(S)12J 

Inferior   .    10..@11 

1!  rollers— 

Philadelphia,  3  to  4  lbs.  to  pair,  tier  II  28.  .(5:30 

Pennsylvania, 3  to  4  lbs.  to  pair,  per  lb  25. M 

Pennsylvania,  poorer  grades  20..IS22 

Philadelphia,  squab  broilers, per  pair   4"»..@50 

Western,  dry  picked   20..@23 

Western,  scalded   IS.  .@20 

Fowls- 
Western,  dry  picked,  fancy  med.  wgts.. 

culls  out,  barrels  (S13 

Western,  dry  picked,  heavy   12j.@13 

Western,  dry  picked,  poor  to  medium          11.  .@12 

Western,  scalded,  fancy,  culls  out  (313 

Western,  scalded,  heavy  124.(513 

Western,  scalded,  poor  to  meilium   11.. (5)12 

Other  Poultry- 
Old  cocks, dry  picked,  @10 

Old  cocks,  scalded  (§10 

Ducks,  spring,  L.  I.  and  eastern  @17 

Ducks,  spring,  Pennsylvania  (516 

Ducks,  spring,  Virginia  (516 

Squabs,  prime  white,  10  lbs.  to  doz.^doz.. .  (554  00 
Squabs, printe white, 9lbs.  todoz.  per  doz.  (5:  3  50 
Scpiabs.prime  wlilte.Slbs. todoz..  ^doz...  (5)  3  00 
Squabs,  prime  white,  7  lbs.  todoz.^doz.  $2  25@ 

Squabs,  prime  white,  6(264  lbs.  to  doz  1  75@  2  00 

Squabs,  mixed,  per  doz   1  75(5)  2  00 

Squabs,  dark,  per  doz    (5)125 

Squabs,  culls,  per  dozen   50@  60 

Live  Poultry. 

Receipts  today, 4carsof  western,  and  1  car  of  south- 
ern by  freight,  and  a  few  scattering  coops  by  express. 
Trading  continues  moderate,  and  there  is  a  large  ac- 
cumulation iu  jobbers'  hands  of  fowls,  chickens,  and 
roosters.  Peddlers  are  taking  a  few  chickens,  and 
prices  uuchauged.  Fowls  and  roosters,  however,  were 
reduced  one-half  cent.  Other  live  poultry  lu  moder- 
ate proportion  in  the  receipts,  and  have  gradually 
cleaned  up. 

N.Y.Live  Poultry  Commission  Merchants 
Protective  Associatiou  Official  Quotations. 


NEW  YORK. 

tYomthe  J'roducert'  Price  Current,  Juue  20,  1907. 

Eggs. 

Receipts  today,  19,200  cases;  last  six  days,  108,171 ; 
previous  six  days,  139,186. 

The  Egg  Committee  of  the  New  York  Mercantile 
Exchange  directs  that  commencing  tomorrow  the 
followlug  classifications  shul  I  go  lu  to  effect:  Extra 
firsts  shall  be  lowered  to  class  B,  which  provides  for 
b5  per  cent  of  fresh  gathered,  reasonably  full,  strong 
bodied,  sweet  eggs,  with  a  maximum  loss  of  two 
dozen  to  Ihecase.  Firsts  to  be  lu  class  C— 50  per  ceut 
full,  and  three  dozen  loss.  Seconds,  class  C~ 40  per 
cent  full, aud  four  dozen  loss.  Thirds,  class  11— 30  per 
cent  full,  and  six  dozen  loss, 

N.  Y.  Mercantile  Exchange  Official  Quotations. 

Fresh  gathered,  extras.  f<  doz  (5.18 

Nearby,  firsts  to  extra  firsts  Ki..@icj 

Fresh  gathered,  western,  extra  Brats    16..@16| 

Westeru,  fresh  gathered,  firsts  r} 

Western, fresh  gathered,  seconds   HJ. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee, seconds   14*,@14| 

Fresh  gathered,  thirds   131.(5)14 

Fresh  gathered,  dirties.  No.  1  n  13 

Fresh  gathered,  dirties, No. 2  ,  12..@12» 

Checked  eggs...,,  10. .(S12 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  today,  1,963  packages;  last  six  rtaj  s,  8,601 : 
previous  six  days.  11,04.*»:  corresponding  six  days  last 
year,  11.053.  Supplies  of  fresh  killed  poultry  are 
showing  up  more  freely.  While  general  demand  for 
fowls  for  consumptive  use  is  not  especially  acUve, 
still  a  little  more  doing,  and  with  specula!, >i  s  Showing 
some  Interest,  and  willing  to  freeze  desirable  lots  oil 
the  basis  of  l"c„  it  looks  as  if  the  In. (tout  bad  been 
reached  for  Ihe  lime  being  at  least,  and  the  feeling  is 


Spring  chickens,  per  lb. 

Fowls,  per  lb  

Roosters,  youugand  old,  per  lb  

Turkeys,  per  lb  

Ducks,  western,  old,  per  lb  

Ducks,  old,  southern  aud  southwestern  

Geese,  western,  per  lb   

Geese,  southern  and  south-western,  poor. . 

Guinea  fowls,  per  pair  

Pigeons,  per  pair  


.  .@18 
..@13 
..@  8 
..(all 
..(oVlo 
.  .(5)12 
.MM 
..(2)  8 
..(a:  60 
..@35 


PHILADELPHIA. 

From  official  market  report  of  the  J'liiladelphia 
Produce  Exchange,  June  21,  1907. 

Eggs. 

Pai  and  nearby  firsts,  at  mark,  free  cases..  ..(517 
Pa.  and  nearby  current  receipts  in  reiurna- 

..@I6 

..'OI5J 

.  .15)17 
..iS)16 


and  nearby  current  receipts  in  returna- 
ble crates  

Pa.  and  nearby  seconds,  at  mark,  free  cases 

Western,  firsts,  at  mark  

Western,  seconds,  at  mark  


Southwestern,  firsts,  a  I  mark  (a  17 

Southern,  fresh, at  mark  @15 

Dressed  Poultry. 
Fresh  Killed  - 

Fowls,  choice  <ai3j 

Old  roosters,  dry  picked  @10 

Itrollers.  near-bv,  weighing  11(52  lbs.  each.  28.  .(u:>:; 
Broilers,  western,  weighing  11(52  lbs.  each.  23..@25 

Broilers,  smaller  sizes    19..@2I 

Squab  Sdgzeu,  white,  weighing  9  to  lOlbs. 

ft  dozen   $3  5051S4  00 

While,  weighing    lbs.  dozen.. 

While,  \Yelghlng71bs.$dozcn  ... 

White,  weighing  64  lbs.  ^  doz  

Dark  and  No.  2  


..  2 


„  mi 
.  2  25(5)  2  50 
.  2  i«»5i 
75@  1  50 


Live  Poultry. 


IS.  .(5)134 
..(510 


Fowls,  choice. 
Old  roosters.. 

Spring  chickens,  weighing Ti@2 Ibs.eacb.  20!!<fi22 

hprlug  chickens,  smaller  size*  lti..(5)18 

Ducks,  old  10.  .(5)11 

Ducks,  snrlng  I:i..(5l4 

Pigeons,  old,  Upair  28..@S0 

Hgeons,  j  g, >J  pair  20..(S)25 


You  cannot  know  all  the  good  invest- 
ments until  you  have  learned  the  atdvan- 
rageaflovdfd  l>y  the  Industrial  Saving  and 
Loan  Company.  See  their  ad.  on  page 
31(>,  ami  write  them  for  lull  particulars. 


REMEMBER  THESE  SEVEN  WORDS 

THINK    OF   THEM  —  STUDY    THEM — THEY  ARE    THE   FOUNDATION  OP 
EGC   FARMING— THE  SUPERSTRUCTURE 

LAKE  WOOD  FARM  LAYERS 
ARE  GREAT  PROFIT  PAYERS 

REMEMBER   THEY    ARE   THE    DUAL    PURPOSE  LEGHORN 

THE  BIG  KIND 

WE  HAVE  WRITTEK   A  BOOK — IT  WUJ.  TELL   TOO  MOKE— WRITE  FOR    IT  -IT  IS  FREE 


LAKEWOOD  FARM  CO.,  INC 


LAKEWOOD.  N.  O. 


Dried  Milk'  Baby  Chick  Food" 

Harding's  1007  Baby  Chick  Food  mixture  eontaius  proper  proportions  of  craeked  dried  milk,  clean 
grains,  and  seed.  No  grit,  no  screenings,  no  dirt  or  charcoal;  ALL  FOOD.  100  lb.  bag  S'iM'i  So  lb.  bait 
$l..'/0,  f.o.  b.  point  of  shipment.  Caution:  The  words  "Uaby  Chick  Food  "  is  a  trademark  properly  regis- 
tered, and  persons  using  the  same  will  be  promptly  prosecuted. 

Harding's  Granulated  Milk  for  poultry  gives  an  increased  egg  production  of  from  30  per  ceut  to  40  per 
ceut  over  Beef  Scrap,  and  can  be  kept  In  any  climate.  Price  $3  per  100  lb.;  $1.75  for  50  H>.  bag  f.o.  b. 
point  of  shipment. 

Call  for  Harding's  Dip-oleum  and  Liquid  Lice  Killer  disinfectant,  Harding's  Lice  Killing  Nest  Eggs : 
Egg  Shipping  Boxes;  Roup  Cure;  Cholera  Cure,  etc.   Seud  six  cents  in  stamps  for  book,  "IIowlo  Make- 


Poultry  Pay." 


GEO.  L.  HARDING,    Box  555,    Binghamton,  >.  Y. 


ECCS    EGGS  EGGS 


(CIRCULAR) 


AT  BOSTON,  1907. 


(CIRCULAR) 


We  won  2d  pullet  and  2d  pen  in  Rose  Comb  R.  I.  Red  Class. 

No  Single  Combs  Shown. 

Our  birds  Have  Won  in  the  Hands  of  our  Customers  at  New  York, 
Boston,  Hartford,  Dalton,  Lenox  and  other  large  shows. 

20OO  I?,  and  S.  C.  BREEDERS.  Our  stock  i s  flue  in  STZK  and  SHAPE  anil  as  I'MFOKH 
IN  (IOLOK  as  many  of  the  older  breeds,  while  their  UTILITY  qualitiesare  SECOND  TO  NONE  — 
OOT  OVER  800  EGOS  PER  DAY  IN  JAN.  Eggsfrom  stock  as  above.  SI  per  sit ;  S5  per  100;  $50  per 
H  00;  in  any  quantity.   SPECIAL  MATING S,  limited  quantity  oulv,  S3  per  sit.:  2  sits. $5. 


RED  FEATHER  FARM, 


F.  W.  C.  ALJIT,  Prop. 


TIVERTON  4  CORS.,  R.  I. 


Everything  for  the  Baby 


Complete  Wardrobe  Outfits      $5  to  $50 


Lonor  Dresses 
Short  Dresses 


24c  to  $2.75 
30c  to  $2.75 


Set  of  30  patterns  for  baby's  first  dresses  with  full  directions  for  making, 
"  Nurse's  Confidential  Talks  to  Mothers  "  and  my  new  illustrated  catalogue 
of  everything  for  the  baby,  for  25c.  stamps  or  coin. 


MRS.  MARY  POTTER, 


Fayetteville,  N.  Y. 


$50.00 


,  CASH,  FREE. 

Can  You  Count  me  Squares  ? 


_1_L 


Here,  lor  once,  is  an  original  puzzle  —  one  that  you  have  never  trie-l 
before.  Can  yon  count  the  squares  iu  the  figure  opposite?  It  looks 
t;i>\  at  first,  out  it  takes  quite  a  litile  insight  and  skill.  There  are 
a  lot  more  squares  in  the  figure  than  you  would  at  first  4*t>4?r  suppose. 
For  instance,  there  are  sixteen  little  squares,  to  begin  with;  then 
there  Is  the  big  square  Itself,  ou  the  outside  of  the  figure— and  a  lol  of 
other  squares,  too  if  you  are  shrewd  enough  to  find  them.  This  puzzle 
looks  simple,  hut  if  you  can  make  out  as  many  as  seventeen  squares. 
Bend  in  your  list  at  once— Immediately  —  for  the  first  prize  Winner  may 
nut  secure  more  than  that  many. 


$50.00  In  Prizes 


to  be  distributed  Sept.  1,  1P07. 
To  the  person  mini.-  in  III? 
correct  or  nearest  correct  as 
well  as  the  cleverest. solution  of 
to  the  second  largest  number, 
the  next  ten.  50  cents  each. 


tin'  largest  number  of  square*,  we  will  give  825.00  in  cash 
$10.00  in  cash;  to  the  third.  85.00 ;  to  the  next  Ave,  81.00, 

Furthermore,  there  are  ao  conditions  whatever  connected  with  the  con  test.  When  "  ties''  occur  f 
prizes,  such  prizes  will  be  divided  between  the  contestants  who  may  he  "  tied."    If  you  count  the 
squares  best,  you  are  absolutely  sure  of  winning  something.    Therefore, send  In  your  count  al  once 

—today.    Weglveawaj  Ihls  money  expressl]  lo  inlrod  William  liandolph  Hearst's  great 

new  monthly  periodical,   HEARST'S  AMERICAN  HOME  MAGAZINE.  Therefore,  no 

i  «■>  is  required  from  you  whatever,  as  we  make  this  offer  in  order  to  secure  your  address  anil  In 

send  you— absolutely  fin — h  beautiful  copy  of  what  Mr.  Hearst  intends  shall  lie  the  greatest  high- 
Class  magazine  m  1  is  kind  ever  published.  This  contest,  consequently, is  absolutely  wrthoi  t  restric- 
tions, of  any  nature.  Therefore,  send  In  your  solution  at  .met — today  —  it  costs  you  nothing,  ami.  in 

addlti  we  will  show  you  how  von  can  also  take  part  in  another  contest  which  we  are  conducting, 

in  which  there  will  be  distributed,  monthly  $1,075  no  in  cash  and  special  prizes.  Address 

HEARST'S  AMERICAN  HOME  MAGAZINE.  2539  Eighth  Ave,  New  York  City. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FAR/I  POULTRY,"  will  benefit  vou-^please  them-and  help  u$. 


10(  >7 


Farm-Poultry 


HAWKINS 

Breeds  America's  Best 

More  prlws  awarded  this  strain  at  the  Worlds 
(greatest  bIiow  s  tliun  all  otliei  B< 

36  First  and  Special  Prizes  at  New 
York  and  Boston,  1007 

Barred,  White  and  Buff  Rocks 

Columbian,   White  and  Buff 

Wyandottes. 

EGGS  from  PRIZK  IWAT1NGS.  l  sitting  M : 
9  alltlnits  $lu;  6 slit  loirs  SIA. 

BOOO  choice  Itreeuins  Birds  at  honest  prices. 
Catalogue  of  America's  lust  I'lyuiuuih  Kecks  ami 
W  \  nnuoltes  free: 

A.  C.  HAWKINS, 

I  k  Bos       Lancaster,  Mhsh. 


S§  ta&d  tad  @  @ 

DOUBLE       rcupjr      OPtn  .  .SEAfJLESS 
SCALED   clinch      «ur»S    PIGEON    PICLOU  .; 


<3? 


LEG  BANDS 

Made  on  honor  from  heavy  stork;  well 
UnlHlicil, ami  w  ith  pUiin  numbers. 
Climax  I  '.  l.V;  MIC;  &0.  4 .'•<•;  100,  75c. 
Sealed  and  Seamless  Pigeon — 12,  80c; 
85,  BOOj  CO,  91.00;  1(10,91.50.  Doubl© 
Clinch,  Eclipse  and  Open  Pigeon— 12, 
I  V;  25,  250;  60,  I0b;  100,  65c.  Punches— 
25o  each.  Circular  aud  samples  of 
bands  for  stamp. 

The  Keyes-Davis  Co., Ltd. 

Dept.  503     Battle  Creek,  Mich. 


White  ' 

Wyandottes 

Partridge 

Wyandottes 

p*  aT%  from  choice  prize  winning  birds  of 

CI  uilher  \  in  iei  \ ,  f "  and  $3  per  15. 


EGGS 


in  hundred  lots  from  our  White 
Wj  undo  ties  only,  $6  and  $10  per  100. 

Our  matlnjars  are  of  the  finest,  each  miyle  up  of  care- 
fully wtecteil  and  splendid  specimens  u(  their  breed, 
thus  insuring  highest  snlisf action  in  results. 

L  \  1'  DKKDAM']    POULTRY  FARIff, 
Loiulonville,  N.  V. 

Waller  McEwan,  Prop'r,        W.  H.Selk,  Man-'r. 


Watch  for  Mites 

Spray  Lee's  Lice  Killer  into  every 
crack  and  crevice  of  your  poultry 
house.  Paint  it  on  the  roosts. 
Don't  let  lice  and  mites  get  a  fast- 
hold  this  year.  Lee's 
isthe  original  liquid 
lice  killer,  strongest 
and  best.  No  hand- 
ling, dusting,  clip- 
ping or  greasing.  It 
kills  them  all.  Price 
$1.00  per  gallon.  One  gal- 
lon express  prepaid,  SI. 25. 
Geo.  H.  Lee  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


Big  Mail 

Utters,  magazines,  samples, pictures. do.,  etc..  " 
be  sen i  yon, -lit  great  quantities.  ritKK,  l£  you  will 

 '  AGKNTS'  DI IfKtium V 

— I tie  In--  hook  ,  l a 1 1 1 i ii ^  thousands  ami  thousands  ■ 
agents' names.  Our  AGKNTS*  DIKECTOItY  Is 
distributed  among  the  large  mall  order  houses,  lnau- 
ufactiirers.  merchants,  employment  bureau*  .etc..  for 
uselndistriluiting  and  circularizing  their  goods.  Send 
ten  cents  loday  to  have  your  name  Inserted  in  this  big 
DIKECTOItY,  and  receive  In  addition,  Fit  KB, 
six  beautiful  numbers  of  the  grout  national  periodi- 
cal. H  K  A  KST'S  AM  Kit  1  CAN  HOIIE  M  Ui.\- 
/I  sc.  Tills  latest  treat  feal  of  Journalism  i-  a 
colossal  masterpiece  of  Its  kind.  The  magazine  con- 
tains 32  large,  beautifully  illustrated  pages, compris- 
ing 128columns  of  the  1 1  vest  reading  matter  ever  put 
into  a  periodical.  Following  an-  just  a  KKW  of  the 
lie's  many  original  features:  EDITORIAL 
SECTION',  containing  the  great  $75,000.00  Hearst 
editorial*,  lighting  releutlesslv  the  battles  of  the  peo- 
ple. GREAT  CONTKIHt'TOKS:  Ella  Wheeler 
Wilcox,  tile  cleverest  of  all  women  writers;  the  great 
Maeterlinck,  philosopher  and  cssai  1st :  W.  W.Jacobs, 
the  great  English  short  story  writer,  and  a  dozen 
others.  AltT— The  wonderful  "Happy  Hooligan.-' 
"And  Her  Name  Was  Maud''  picture  series  by  Op- 
per.as  well  as  pictures  by  all  the  rest  of  the  Hearst 
exclusive  artists.  HUMOR— Dinkelsplcl.  the  inim- 
itable, etc.,  etc.  Tlien.  there  are  marvellous  stories, 
poems,  t-ssavs,  symposiums,  material  which  only  the 
unlimited  resources  of  the  great  Hearst  organization 
could  possibly  provide,  six  large,  beautiful  Issues  of 
litis  wonderful,  new  periodical  will  be  vent  KP.KF.  to 
all  who  remit  only  ten  cents  to  have  THEIR  names 
entered  in  our  AGENTS'  DIRECTORY.  Mail 
a  dime  NOW  to  HEARST'S  MAGAZINE,  2«9 
Eighth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 


Observations  of  a  Veteran. 


EDITOR  Farm-Poit.tky  : —  ]  am  no 
writer  of  ability  on  poultry  topics, 
although  I  have  had  Bome  fifteen 
years  experience^  practical  experience 
with  hens,  chicks,  1  in  mi  lets,  and  incuhu- 
tnfsof  till  kinds,  and  on  sonic  of  the  largest 
and  best  equipped  plants  of  their  time 
During  all  this  time  1  have  struggled  to 
overcome  the  dillicultics  that  confront 
those  who  try  to  raise  lartre  numbers  of 
chicks  on  the  intensive  plan,  and  years 
ago  I  believed  that  I  could  raise  <)'■>%  of 
all  chicks  hatched  in  two  to  five  thousand 
lots,  and  that,  too,  without  any  other 
help  but  myself,  and  1  believe  it  yet, — but 
I  canned  make  anybody  else  believe  it — 
provided  1  have  adequate  equipment. 

Well,  I  am  old  now,  and  have  been 
cast  upon  the  scrap  heap,  but  1  have  been 
a  constant  reader  of  your  valuable  paper, 
and  I  note  the  vast  improvements  that  are 
constantly  being  made,  which  lead  more 
and  mure  towards  success.  Even  your 
editorials  and  writings  show  that  every 
day,  you,  individually,  are  having  a 
change  of  heart  for  the  better  enlighten- 
ing your  many  students. 

The  greatest  difficulty  I  ever  had  while 
being  employed  on  the  several  plants  was 
to  convince  my  employer  that  he  bad  an 
inadequate  plant,  although  the  equipment 
may  have  cost  in  some  cases  as  high  as 
$60,000.  I  note  where  you  cover  this 
point  of  inadequate  plants  in  "  Lessons  in 
Poultry  Keeping,"  Lesson  III.,  third  se- 
ries, May  loth,  1907  issue. 

I  positively  believe  anyone  can  raise 
95%  of  incubator  and  brooder  chicks  if 
they  only  discover  and  keep  the  conditions 
rig/it  any  and  every  day  in  the  year.  It  is 
possible  for  it  to  be  done,  but  bow  to  in- 
struct one  how  to  do  it  is  beyond  my  abil- 
ity. I  realize  the  difficult  problem  you 
have  in  trying  to  give  your  many  students 
instructions  that  they  will  appreciate  and 
appropriately  apply  at  the  right  time. 

On  page  263  in  your  lessons,  you  state: 
"  The  space  immediately  under  the  pipes 
may  be  brought  up  to  the  required  tem- 
perature by  building  a  hover  through 
w  hich  the  pipes  run,"  and  further  I  think 
you  should  have  said  something  in  effect 
like  the  following: —  "but  on  cold  nights 
it  becomes  necessary  to  heat  the  pipes  up 
to  the  boiling  point,  and  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  chicks'  heads  being  boiled,  and 
their  feet  at  the  same  time  being  frozen 
nearly,  was  a  contrast  they  were  unable 
to  bear.  "  This  was  the  old  and  popular 
way.  "This  little  space  under  the  hover 
might  be  warm  enough  "  at  a  given  point 
that  a  thermometer  may  be  placed,  but  a 
single  inch  higher  was  many  degrees  too 
high,  and  an  inch  lower  was  all  but  freez- 
ing cold,  and  the  air  rushed  in  as  through 
an  open  door  to  a  hot  dwelling,  and  the 
consequence  was  the  loss  of  the  outwardly 
exposed  chicks  by  extreme  cold,  while  the 
inw  ard  chicks  were  crowded  and  smoth- 
ered— thus  the  cause  of  most  fatality. 

In  your  next  paragraph  you  assume  that 
nil  houses  arepfoperVif  '"'///for  brooder  pur- 
poses.   I  found  it  different. 

"With  the  open  pipe  system  the  rest 
of  the  house  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
comfortably  heated  "  [provided  the  house 
is  well  built  to  protect  it  against  extremely 
cold  weather]  when  the  heat  under  the 
pipe-  is  right,' '  [and  the  pipe  is  not  located 
too  close  for  the  chicks  to  nestle  their 
heads  against  it,  as  in  all  cases  the  pipe  it- 
self is  too  hot,  and  it  is  a  mistaken  idea 
that  the  chicks  will  find  the  proper  terrr- 
perature.if  given  an  opportunity  to  do  so, 
but  on  the  other  hand  they  will  huddle  in 
the  hottest  place  they  can  find,  especially 
when  they  enter  the  brooder  at  sundown, 
and  those  in  the  center  of  the  midst  are 
not  able  to  release  themselves,  and  are 
therefore  trampled  and  smothered  to 
death.  Those  that  are  a  little  more  suc- 
cessful come  out  or  are  taken  out  from 
the  hover  bedraggled  and  become  chilled, 
clogged  at  the  vent,  and  eventually  in  a 
few  days  die] . 

The  balance  of  this  paragraph  is  about 
as  I  have  operated  or  wished  to  operate 
for  the  past  several  years,  and  gave  me 
entire  satisfaction  ;  but  in  most  of  the  best 
equipped  (?)  plants  of  the  past  I  always 
found  the  pipes  too  low,  that  is,  within 
reach  of  the  chicks'  heads   and  outside  of 

6 YEARS  IN  SUCCESSION 
Our  Barred  Plymouth  Eocks  have  won  1st 
Pen  at  the  great  Brockton  Fair.  Pocket 
Book  Pointers,  with  mating  list  free,  r 
Lambert's  Poultry  Farm,  Apponang,  R.  I. 


the  hover  the  house  was  always  too  cold, 
and  when  I  would  suggest  improvements, 
I  was  always  told  the  plant  was  built  after 
the  best  known  plan,  etc.,  which  by  expe- 
rience proved  to  me  to  be  far  short  of  being 
adequate,  While  I  have  retired  from  ac- 
tive work  amongst  poultry,  it  pleases  me 
to  see  every  day  some  improvement  upon 
the  old  method,  all  of  which  I  advocated 
several  years  back,  but  I  was  ahead  of  the 
times  when  I  advocated  hard  grains  for 
little  chicks  hours  old,  and  when  I  op- 
posed getting  up  at  daybreak  and  splitting 
rails  and  stumps  to  make  a  fire  in  the 
large  cooking  kettle  for  hen  mash  ;  opposed 
doping  till  the  well  hens  to  cure  a  few 
sick  ones,  all  of  which  used  to  be.  The 
whole  problem  from  getting  eggs  to  rais- 
ing broilers  successfully,  looks  easy  to  me 
to  accomplish,  but  at  the  same  time  I  real- 
ize that  others  have  got  to  go  through 
what  I  hjfive  before  they  can  spell  success 
in  large  letters.  A  properly  equipped 
plant  backed  up  with  experience  means 
success,  but  where  either  is  lacking  success 
will  be  proportional.  J.  P.  EimMel, 
Worth,  111.       Veteran  in  the  business. 


Corn  As  a  Grain  Crop  in  New 
England. 


In  its  crop  report  for  May,  out  today, 
the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture publishes  an  article  on  ' '  Corn  as  a 
Grain  Crop  in  Massachusetts,"  by  Prof. 
Wm.  P.  Brooks,  director  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
This  report  will  be  sent  free  on  application 
to  J.  Lewis  Ellsworth,  sec'y  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  State  House,  Boston,  and 
those  wishing  it  may  have  their  names 
placed  on  the  mailing  list  to  receive  these 
bulletins  regularly. 

In  this  article  Prof.  Brooks  says  that 
the  indian  corn  is  in  many  respects  frhe 
most  important  crop  of  the  United  States, 
the  total  crop  often  exceeding  two  and 
one-half  million  bushels.  It  is  mainly 
used  for  stock  feeding,  and  its  cultivation 
is  largely  concentrated  in  the  states  of  the 
Mississippi  valley.  While  Massachusetts 
is  not  one  of  the  great  corn  states,  the 
corn  crop  grown  here  is  exceeded  in  value 
per  acre  only  by  that  of  Connecticut. 
Corn  can  be  produced  at  a  profit  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  the  average  price  per  bushel 
is  far  higher  than  in  most  parts  of  the 
country.  The  average  farm  price  of  corn 
in  the  states  of  the  Mississippi  valley  is 
38  cents  per  bushel,  while  in  Massachu- 
setts it  is  70  cents.  The  stover  is  also 
more  valuable  here  than  in  the  west,  often 
equaling  in  value  the  total  expenditure 
for  fertilizers,  and  while  the  labor  cost  is 
often  higher  with  us  than  in  the  west,  if 
proper  methods  are  pursued  it  need  not 
be  materially  so.  Prof.  Brooks  adds: 
"  There  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why 
Massachusetts  should  not  produce  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  the  corn  used  within 
her  borders.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that 
our  farmers  buy  too  much  corn." 

Taking  up  the  question  of  improvement 
of  varieties,  Prof.  Brooks  discusses  what 
has  been  done  in  corn  breeding  in  the 
great  corn  states,  during  recent  years. 
Although  many  New  England  varieties 
are  already  highly  improved,  further  im- 
provement is  possible,  and  itseems  highly 
desirable  that  New  England  corn  growers 
should  systematically  undertake  such  im- 
provement. The  details  of  such  breeding 
are  treated  fully,  forming  a  very  valuable 
part  of  the  article. 

Prof.  Brooks  is  of  the  opinion  that  on 
stock  farms  the  cornfield  is  the  best  place 
to  use  the  barn  manure,  as  the  corn  plant 
is  a  rank  feeder  and  a  late  feeder,  and  for 
these  reasons  better  able  to  utilize  the  ele- 
ments of  fertility  contained  in  barnyard 
manure  than  are  other  crops.  However, 
he  discusses  fully  the  proper  commercial 
fertilizers  to  be  applied,  where  manure  is 
not  available  or  it  seems  lest  to  use  it 
for  other  purposes,  and  their  effect  on  the 
growth  of  the  plant,  and  the  yield  per  acre. 

The  article  closes  with  a  careful  discus- 
sion of  the  topics  of  planting,  tillage,  and 
harvesting,  and  altrfgether  forms  a  treatise 
from  which  Massachusetts  may  derive 
great  benefit  by  study  and  the  application 
of  the  principles  laid  down  therein. 

Farms,  Hotels,  Timberlands, 

In  Maine,  at  bargain  sale.  Send  for  cata- 
logue. E.   A.   MEKRIMAN,   Madison,  Me. 


321 


Saves  Hours 
of  Gleaning 

Of  course  your  wife  would  tr^  to 
wash  even  the  worst  cream  separator 
bowl  properly  twice  every  day.  But 
why  ask  her  to  slave  over  a  heavy, 
complicated"  bucket  bowl,  "like  either 

I    IZXlbs  IP/albs  8/4lbs.  lOftlbslftihs 


of  the  four  on  the  left?  Why  not  save 
her  hours  of  cleaning  every  week 
by  getting  a  Sharpies  bairy  Tubular 
I  ,vr^m  Separator    with    a  simple, 
I  light,  1  ubular  bowl,  easily  cleaned  in 

7  ?.  P1","'?,?'  like,  that  on  the  right? 

'  It  holds  the  world's  record  for  clean 
skimming. 

Sharpies  Tubular  Cream  Separa- 
tors are  different-very  different- 
from  all  others.  Every  difference  is 
to  vour  advantage.  Write  for  catalog 

I  M_  3u£and  valuable  free  book  "Bus- 
iness Dairying." 

THE  SHARPLES  SEPARATOR  GO. 
West  Chester,  Pa. 
Toronto,  Can.  Chicago,  III. 


Pittsburgh 
Perfect 


If*?,. 5°ul,ry; and Garden  Fence 
I  I  hac-  Eye^  Good  Quality  and 
Ntt  a  Single  Bad  One 

this^fectfets^W^  ' 
J^LZulefenCe  iS0ne  Apiece  of 

firm  and  tight.  Adjusts  itself  m  un: 

TnchefCh-'T'35'46'52  «dU58 
tncnes  nigh.    I  wo  wee-hK-  T„„ 

and  bottom  wires  Neither? 

No.  13.    Top  and  bottom  No 

9.  others  No.  12.  Electricallv 

welded  fences  for  In  'p^ 

poses  made  by 

Pittsburgh  Steel  Co. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 
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MONEY  IN  POULTRY 

You  can  succeed  with  Poultry,  Waterfowl,  and 
Squabs  If  you  are  a  reader  of 


Our  Papers  and  Books  are  the  best 
Publications 


'oultry 


Send  for  sample  copy  and  be  convinced. 

HOWARD  PUBLISHING  CO., 

174  Twelfth  St..  N.  W.,     Washington,  D.  C. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  " SAW  AD.  IN  FARfl-POULl RY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  them— and  help  us. 


Farn-Poultry 


July  1 


Methods  of  Destroying  Rats. 


Introduction. 

T*HE  brown  or  Norway  rat  (Mus  nor- 
rnjlciiH)  \<  the  worst  mammal  pest 
,  in  the  United  States,  the  losses  from 
it*  depredations  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  yearly  —  to  more,  indeed, 
than  the  losses  from  all  other  injurious 
mammals  combined.*  In  addition  to  its 
destructive  habits,  this  rat  is  now  known 
to  Ije  an  active  agent  in  disseminating  in- 
fections diseases,  a  fact  which  renders 
measures  for  its  destruction  doubly  im- 
portant. 

Introduced  into  America  about  the  year 
177">,  the  brown  rat  has  supplanted  and 
nearly  exterminated  its  less  robust  rela- 
tive, the  black  rat,  and  despite  the  inces- 
sant warfare  of  man,  has  extended  its 
range  and  steadily  increased  in  numbers. 
Its  dominance  is  due  to  its  great  fecundity 
and  it*  ability  to  adapt  itself  to  all  sorts 
of  conditions.  It  breeds  three  or  four 
times  a  year,  and  produces  from  six  to 
twelve,  and  even  more,  young  at  a  litter. 
Young  females  breed  when  only  four  or 
five  months  old.  The  species  is  prac- 
tically omniverous,  feeding  upon  all  kinds 
of  animal  and  vegetable  matter.  It  makes 
its  home  in  the  open  field,  the  hedge  row, 
and  the  river  bank,  as  well  as  in  stone 
walls,  piers,  and  all  kinds  of  buildings. 
It  destroys  grains  when  newly  planted, 
while  growing,  and  in  the  shock,  stack, 
mow,  crib,  granary,  mill,  elevator,  or 
ship's  hold,  and  also  in  the  bin  and  feed 
trough.  It  invades  store  ami  warehouse, 
and  destroys  fur,  laces,  silks,  carpets, 
leather  goods,  and  groceries.  It  attacks 
fruits,  vegetables,  and  meats  in  the  mar- 
kets, and  destroys  by  pollution  ten  times 
as  much  as  it  actually  eats.  It  carries 
disease  germs  from  house  to  house,  and 
bubonic  plague  from  city  to  city.  it 
causes  disastrous  conflagrations;  floods 
houses  by  gnawing  lead  water  pipes;  ruins 
artiticial  ponds  and  embankments,  by 
burrowing;  destroys  the  farmers'  pigs, 
eggs,  and  young  poultry ;  eats  the  eggs 
and  young  of  song  and  game  birds;  and 
damages  foundations,  floors,  doors,  and 
furnislungs  of  dwellings. 

Hethods  of  Destroying  Rats. 

A  compilation  of  all  the  methods  of 
destroying  rats  practiced  in  historic  times 
would  fill  a  volume.  Unfortunately  the 
greater  number  of  them  are  worthless  or 
impracticable.  Few  have  more  than  tem- 
porary effect  upon  their  numbers,  and 
even  the  best  of  them  fail  unless  per- 
sistently applied.  Conditions  vary  so 
much  that  no  one  method  of  dealing  with 
this  pest  is  applicable  in  all  cases.  Among 
the  more  important  measures  to  be  recom- 
mended for  actively  combating  the  brown 
rat  are:  (1)  Poisons;  (2)  traps;  (3) 
ferrets;  (4)  fumigation,  and  (5)  rat  proof 
construction  of  buildings. 

Poisoning. 

Barium  Carbonate. — One  of  the  cheap- 
est and  most  effective  poisons  for  rats  and 
mice  is  barium  carbonate,  or  barytes. 
This  mineral  has  the  advantage  of  being 
without  taste  or  smell ;  and,  in  the  small 
quantities  used  in  poisoning  rats  and 
mice,  is  harmless  to  larger  animals.  Its 
action  on  rodents  is  slow,  but  reasonably 
sure,  ami  has  the  further  advantage  that 
the  animals  before  dying,  if  exit  be  possi- 
ble, usually  leave  the  premises  in  search 
of  water.  Its  employment  in  houses, 
therefore,  is  rarely  followed  by  the  annoy- 
ing odor  which  attends  the  use  of  the 
more  virulent  poisons. 

The  poison  may  be  fed  in  the  form  of  a 
dough  made  of  one-fifth  barytes  and  four- 
fifths  meal,  but  a  more  convenient  bait  is 
ordinary  oatmeal,  with  about  one-eighth 
of  its  bulk  of  barytes,  mixed  with  water 
into  a  still'  dough;  or  the  barytes  may  be 
spread  upon  bread  and  butter  or  moistened 
toast.  The  prepared  bait  should  lie  placed 
in  rat  runs,  a  small  quantity  at  a  place. 
If  a  single  application  of  the  poison  fails 
to  drive  all  rats  from  the  premises,  it 
should  be  repeated  with  a  change  of  bait 

•Several  species  of  rats  are  known  as  "  liouse 
rats."  Including  Hie  black  rat  (Mus  rattus).  the  roof 
rat  ( Mus  alejrandrinus),  anil  the  brown  rat  (Mus  no>- 
vegicus).  Of  these,  llic  last  Is  the  commonest  anil 
must  widespread  in  this  country.  Sot  one  of  these 
species  is  a  native,  but  all  were  Imported  from  the 
oM  world.  As  their  habits  In  general  are  similar,  the 
Instructions  given  In  the  bulletin  apply  alike  to  all. 


Strychnine. — Strychnine  is  a  more  vir- 
ulent poison,  but  its  action  is  so  rapid  that 
the  animals  often  die  upon  the  premises, 
a  circumstance  which  prohibits  its  use  in 
occupied  dwellings.  Elsewhere  strychnine 
may  be  employed  w  ith  great  success.  Dry 
strychnine  crystals  may  lie  inserted  in 
small  pieces  of  raw  meat,  S  ienna  sausage, 
or  toasted  cheese,  and  these  placed  in  the 
rat  runs;  or  oatmeal  may  be  wet  with  a 
strychnine  sirup,  and  small  quantities  laid 
out  in  the  same  way. 

Strychnine  sirup  is  prepared  as  follows: 
Dissolve  a  half  ounce  of  strychnia  sul- 
phate in  a  pint  of  boiling  water;  add  a 
pint  of  thick  sugar  sirup,  and  stir  thor- 
oughly. A  smaller  quantity  of  the  poison 
may  lie  prepared  with  a  proportional 
quantity  of  water.  In  preparing  the  bait, 
it  is  necessary  that  all  the  oatmeal  should 
lie  moistened  with  sirup.  Wheat  is  the 
most  convenient  alternative  bait.  It 
should  be  soaked  over  night  in  the  strych- 
nine sirup. 

Othkr  Poisons. — The  two  poisons  most 
commonly  used  for  rats  and  mice  are 
arsenic  and  phosphorus,  nearly  all  com- 
mercial preparations  containing  one  or 
the  other  as  a  basis.  While  experiments 
prove  that  rats  have  great  powers  of  re- 
sistance to  arsenic,  it  may  sometimes  be 
used  advantageously  as  an  alternative 
poison.  Preparations  of  phosphorus  sold 
by  druggists  are  often  too  weak  to  be 
effective ;  and  homemade  mixtures,  when 
of  sufficient  strength,  are  dangerous,  as 
rats  may  carry  the  baits  into  walls  or 
crannies,  and  thus  cause  fires.  For  these 
and  other  reasons  the  Biological  Survey 
does  not  recommend  preparations  con- 
taining phosphorus. 

Poison  in  the  Poultry  House. —  For 
poisoning  rats  in  buildings  and  yards  oc- 
cupied by  poultry,  the  following  method 
is  recommended :  Two  wooden  boxes 
should  be  used,  one  considerably  larger 
than  the  other,  and  each  having  two  or 
more  holes  in  the  sides  large  enough  to 
admit  rats.  The  poisoned  bait  should  be 
placed  on  the  bottom  and  near  the  middle 
of  the  larger  box,  and  the  smaller  box 
should  then  be  inverted  over  it.  Rats 
thus  have  free  access  to  the  bait,  but  fowls 
are  excluded. 

Trapping. 

Trapping,  if  persistently  followed,  is 
one  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  de- 
stroying rats.  The  improved  modern  traps 
with  a  wire  fall  released  by  a  baited  trig- 
ger and  driven  by  a  coiled  spring  have 
marked  advantages  over  the  old  forms, 
and  many  of  them  may  be  used  at  the 
.  same  time.  These  traps,  sometimes  called 
guillotine  traps,  are  of  many  designs,  but 
the  more  simply  constructed  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred. Probably  those  made  entirely  of 
metal  are  the  best,  as  they  are  less  likely 
to  absorb  and  retain  odors. 

In  illustration  of  the  effectiveness  of 
traps,  it  may  be  related  that  a  year  or  two 
ago  a  large  department  store  in  "Washing- 
ton experienced  heavy  losses  of  gloves, 
lace  curtains,  and  other  merchandise  from 
rat  depredations.  For  several  months 
the  damages  amounted  to  from  $10  to  $30 
nightly.  After  many  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  abate  the  nuisance,  the  managers 
were  advised  to  try  the  improved  traps. 
As  a  result  136  rats  were  killed  during 
the  first  twenty  nights,  when  the  losses 
practically  ceased,  and  the  method  lias 
been  continued  in  the  store  ever  since  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Guillotine  traps  should  lie  baited  with 
small  pieces  of  Vienna  sausage  (Wiener- 
wurst) or  bacon.  The  trigger  wire  should 
be  bent  inward  to  bring  the  bait  into 
proper  position  to  permit  the  fall  to  strike 
the  rat  in  the  neck. 

Other  excellent  baits  for  rats  are  oat- 
meal, toasted  cheese,  toasted  bread  (but- 
tered), and  sunflower  or  pumpkin  seeds. 
When  seed,  grain,  or  meal  is  used  with  a 
guillotine  trap,  it  may  be  placed  on  the 
trigger  plate,  or  the  trigger  wire  may  be 
bent  outward  and  the  bait  sprinkled  under 
it. 

Wire  cage  traps  (French)  also  are  use- 
ful for  catching  rats,  but  in  the  long  run 
the  kinds  recommended  above  are  much 
more  effective.  While  trapping,  all  other 
food  should  lie  removed,  and  the  trap  bait 
should  lie  changed  often.  Pats  are  very 
suspicious,  and  baits  and  traps  should  be 
handled  as  little       possible.  Increased 


BUG  -  HOUSE; 


Many  a  corral,  cattle  house,  hog  pen,  sheep  fold  and  poultry  house  is  literally  a 
Bug  House.   They  will  come— those  pesky  pests— and  eat  the  life  out  of  good  stock 

CHLORO-NAPTHOLEUM  DIP 

will  stop  it  for  yon.  Any  insect,  parasite,  tick,  germ  or  microbe  that  causes  illness, 
itch,  mange,  scab,  cholera,  etc.,  will  succumb  to  its  application  at  once,  and  the  stock 
pick  up  and  become  healthy  and  normal  immediately.  It  Is  safe  in  use  and  less 
bother  than  others,  requiring  no  heating  or  preparation,  just  put  it  in  water. 

It  is  true  economy  to  buy  the  genuine — with  the  trade  mark  — 
BB  it  goes  farther,   is  eure  and  guaranteed.     It  never  fail* 

I  Gal.  SI. 50  2  Cals.  S3.00  5  Cats.  S6. 75 

Freight  prepaid.  Larger  lot*  at  lower  rates.  Book  and  testimonial  letters  free.  Dipping 
Tanks  and  Sprayer*  at  special  prices  to  nor  customers. 

AGKVrn  WANTED.  Our  proposition  is  such  as  will  Interest  pood  men. 

WEST  DISINFECTING  CO.  Inc.,      29  E.  69th  STREET,  NEW  YORE. 

Distributing  Der*>t*  in  all  pnrt«t  of  the  conntry. 


WHITE  BIRCH  POULTRY  FARM,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 
S.  G,  Rhode  Island  Reds  —  Indian  Runner  and  Rouen  Ducks. 


Beginning  June  1st,  we  shall  offer  sonic  grand  breeders  at  attractive  prices.  Females  1  and  2  years  "Ut 
$1X0.  $2.  $2.50;  Males.  $2X0  to  $5.  Mated  trios  and  pens  at  all  prices.  Also  eggs  and  chicks.  Write  us 
your  wants.   Birds  shipped  on  approval. 

W.  H.  WITHINGTON,  Mgr.,     Union  Street,     Bridgewater.  Mass. 

Monmouth    Poultry  Farms, 

Freneau,  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey. 

Breeders  of  the  Monmouth  Strain  S.  C.  White  and  Buff  Leghorns.  White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Itocks. 
Winners  at  Madison  Square  and  the  leading  Shows.  After  June  1st  we  will  dispose  of  this  season's  bre<-ders 
In  our  four  varieties.  Over  1200  to  choose  from.  A  rare  chance  to  get  some  of  the  best  stock  In  the 

country     _)on"t  miss  it. 

.J.  COURTNEY  PO'DEKFORD,  Proprietor.  ROBERT  T.  DODDS,  Manager. 


J1LLINC 

CAPON  TOOLS 


On  the  market  capons  bring  dou- 
ble price  and  are  cheaper  and 
easier  to  raise.  Caponizing  is  easy  and  soon  learned. 
A  Pilling  Capon  Set  will  enable  you  to  caponize  all  your 
young  cockerels  and  add  greatly  to  your  profits.  Sent  prepaid 
with  "easy  to  use"  directions,  on  receipt  of  $2.50.  Anyone  can 
do  it.      Write  for  free  book  on  caponizing. 

G.  P.  PILLING  &  SON  CO.,  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa.^gi 


The  Best  Stock  of  Rhode  Island  Reds  in  America. 

240   EGG   STRAIN   ROSE    AND   SINGLE   COM  R    IIHOOE    ISLAND  REDS. 

Continuous  I  avers  all  the  vear  round:  have  bred  iheni  nine  rears;  use  Ideal  I  ran  Nests.  Egss  from  Best 
Layers,  $3  per  30;  $8  per  100.  Eggs  from  other  pens,  good  layers,  standard  color  and  size.  $2  per  30; 
$5  per  100.   Special  niatings  $5  per  15  eggs. 

SURE   WINTER  LATERS. 
If  eggs  get  broken  or  do  not  prove  fertile  to  a  reasonable  extent  I  will  replace  them. 
2000  Reds.        Telephone.  2-3.  Member  of  Rhode  Island  Bed  Club. 

E,  S.  PIPER,  Proprietor,  -  -  North  Haven,  Maine. 

TUTTLE'S  ROSE  COMB  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
Yearlings  For  Sale. 

Write  for  prices,  stating  quality  you  desire. 
ROBERT  C.   TUTTLE,  197  Blue  Hills  Ave.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Marked  for  Life 

Are  the  chickens  marked  by  this  handv  little  instrument.  A  record  of  the 
chicks  from  each  mating  should  be  kept,  that  thev  may  he  easily  recognized, 
and  the  method  usually  adopted  is  that  of  punching  a  small  hole  in  the  web 
of  the  foot.  For  this  purpose  nothing  is  so 


Simple 


Practical 


Cheap 


As  the  ponltrv  marker  we  offer.  As  there  are  two  webs  in  each  font.  It  is 
possible,  with  tlds  marker,  to  readilv  identify  the  chickens  from  16  different 
Dialings  of  each  breed  or  variety.  A  protection  against  complications  and 
I  oss  of  valuable  birds.  Thousands  in  use  and  giving  entire  satisfaclion.  H  e 
mail  ONE  5IARRHK,  postage  prepaid,  for  only  25  cente;  or  5 
markers  for  SI. OO.   Send  cash  or  stamps  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUR.  CO,,    Boston,  Mass, 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARn-FOU  LTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 
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POULTRYMEN 

AGENTS  WANTED. 

Ychii-  credit  isgo..d  with  us.  If  honest;  start  a  busi- 
ness |.>f  \our  invn  -  we  inisi  you  with  the  good*, 
a. mI  li.-nl-ei  tin'  .ustoiiiers.  PURITAN  rolU.TKY 
REMEDIES.  AND  loons  AUK  FAMOUS  — sell 
thrni  HANDLE  THE  REST.  Free  lei  li  r  heads, 
advcrlislng  matter,  ami  complete  OUlflts.  Write  for 
our  UOVel  CREDIT  IKK  MS.    All  goods  sent  in  t-pultl. 

I).  A.  Del.  I  M  A  A  CO.. 
P.O.  Box  1MB,    New  Vork  City,  N.  Y. 


She's  Too  Lousy 

A  prinU-l  five  mlnotca  talk  sent 
\r>  v  tocverybody.^llow  hi  Krop 
Awuj    Vrroiln    PerniftoenUy, " 

saving  monthly  exponaos  for 
whitewash,  kerosoniug,  insect 
powder,  lice  killers. 

Carbollneum  Wood 

Preserving  Co., 

348  W.  B'way,  New  York 


ork.  A 

v5 


NETTLETON'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

Winners  .if  the  lihie  at  many  exhibitions.  .Size  ami 
quality  Is  what  I  have. 

An  extra  nice  lot  of  young  birds  for  sale  after 
Or.t.  1 .  A  few  this  season  breeding  cockerels  at  $5 
ami  $10  each,  graud  hints. 

C.  P.  NETTLKTON,  Box  159,  Shelton.  Conn. 


Scientific  Rat  Exterminator 


<.: 

-NOT  A   POISON  ;ij^f 

The  Pasteur  Vaccine  Co.  Rat  Virus  is  distrib- 
f  uted  on  bait  and  causes  a  contagious  and  mortal 

disease  characteristic  to  rodents.  Both  the  virus  "i-^, 
I  and  disease  are  harmless  to  domestic  animals, 
|  pets,  game,  poultry  and  man.    No  odors. 
Mou  rat  us -Gelatin  Culture  $1  and  75c  tube 
Ratite- Bouillon      "  $1.50,  $1,  75c  bottle 
|  If  not  obtainable  from  your  dealer  order  of  us. 
PASTEUR  VACCINE  CO.,  Ld. 

|  3oUCcL<~.ior.n«ir*.  ofla.ti.ai  Pwt.nr,  Pari..  Biologic.)  Product. 

Paris,  7  Rue  Meyerbaer 
New  Vork  Chicago 

1 366-8  w.  nth  St.  823  Dearborn  St. 

ADDRESS  OEPT.  O 
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BONNIE  BRAE  I  S',^ 
NewKochelle,N.Y.  ^t'tlft 

7  Comb  White 

L'ghorns,  White  Wyandotles.  White  and  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  Pekln  Ducks,  sixty-five  rib- 
bons and  two  silver  cups  won  at  the  last  Potigh- 
kcepslc.  Daubury.  Wald.n.  and  JIadlson  Square  Oar- 
den  shows.  Eggs  f..i-  hatching  now  ready  in  any 
quantity  at  Sfi  to  $8 per  WO;  $l.50and  $2  per  sitting. 
Eighty  percent  fertility  guaranteed.  Send  for  free 
circular.  Choice  breeding  cockerels  and  Pekin  Ducks 
still  ..11  hand  in  any  quantity.  Largest  plant  In  vicinity 
of  New  York  city.  Incubators,  10.COO  eggs  capacity. 


CHANCINC  SEASONS— CHILL  WINDS- 
WINTRY  WEATHER 

bring  on  colds,  catarrh,  etc.,  that  lead  to 
ROUP,  thescourgeof  the  poultry  yard. 
It  can  be  prevented  and  cured  with 

CONKEY'S 
ROUP  CURE 

The  only  positive  cure  known 
to  scientific  poultrymen. 

It  Is  Absolutely  Guaranteed. 

Honey  Back  U  it  Fails. 

A  thimbleful  in  the  drinking  water  and 
fowls  eagerly  cure  themselves. 
No  trouble — no  fuss. 
Price  50c  and  SI. 00  Postpaid. 
Conkey's  Valuable  Book  For 
Poultrymen  Free. 
Regular  price  25c   Free  to  you  for  2  eta 
postage  and  names  of  two  other  poultry 
raisers.     All  cf  Conkey's    Remedies  are 
Positively  Guaranteed.   A  specific  remedy 
for  each  disease  of  the  domestic  fowl. 

The  G.  E.  Conkcy  Company, 
SG  Ottawa  Bldg.,  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

AGENTS  WANTED. 

P-taluma  Incubator  Co.,  Pacific  Coast  Agents. 


success  may  be  secured  I >* > 1 1 1  in  trapping 
and  poisoning  if  the  rats  are  fed  for  a 
night  or  two  with  the  kinds  of  food  to  be 
used  for  bait. 

Use  of  Ferrets  and  Dogs. 

A  ferret  is  useful  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  rats  out  of  burrows  and  other  hid- 
iiiL,'  places  so  that  dogs  ean  capture  them. 
Aii  experienced  person  with  dogs  and 
ferrets  trained  to  work  together  can  kill 
many  rats  when  they  are  numerous;  but 
the  amateur  ferreter  is  likely  to  be  greatly 
disappointed. 

In  the  rice  fields  of  the  far  east  the  na- 
tives build  numerous  piles  of  brush  and 
rice  straw,  and  leave  them  for  several  days 
until  many  rats  have  taken  shelter  in 
them.  A  portable  bamboo  inclosure  sev- 
eral feet  in  height  is  then  set  up  around 
each  pile  in  .succession,  and  the  straw  and 
brush  are  thrown  out  over  the  top  while 
dogs  and  men  kill  the  trapped  rodents. 
Large  numbers  are  killed  in  this  way,  and 
the  plan  with  modifications  may  be  util- 
ized in  America  with  satisfactory  results. 
A  wire  netting  of  line  mesh  may  be  used 
for  the  inclosure.  The  scheme  is  appli- 
cable at  the  removal  of  grain,  straw,  or 
hay  stacks,  as  well  as  brush  piles. 

Fumigation. 

Rats  may  be  destroyed  in  their  burrows 
in  the  fields,  and,  still  more  important, 
in  levees  and  rice  field  dikes,  by  the  use  of 
carbon  bisulphid.  A  wad  of  cotton  or 
other  absorbent  material  is  saturated  with 
the  liquid  and  pushed  into  the  burrow, 
the  opening  being  packed  with  soil  to  pre- 
vent escape  of  the  gas.  All  animals  in 
the  burrow  are  asphyxiated.  Fumigation 
about  buildings  is  not  so  effective,  as  the 
gas  can  not  readily  be  confined. 

Rat  Proof  Construction. 

The  best  way  of  excluding  rats  from 
buildings,  whether  in  the  city  or  country, 
is  by  the  use  of  cement  in  construction. 
As  the  advantages  of  this  material  are 
coming  to  be  generally  understood,  its 
use  is  rapidly  extending  to  all  kinds  of 
buildings.  Dwellings,  dairies,  barns, 
stables,  chicken  houses,  ice  houses, 
bridges,  dams,  silos,  tanks,  cisterns,  root 
cellars,  hotbeds,  sidewalks,  and  curbs  are 
now  often  made  wholly  of  concrete.  In 
constructing  dwelling  houses  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  making  the  foundations  rat 
proof  is  slight  as  compared  with  the  ad- 
vantages. The  cellar  walls  should  have 
concrete  footings,  and  the  walls  them- 


selves he  laid  in  cement  mortar.  The  cel- 
lar Moor  should  be  of  "medium"  rather 
than  "  lean  "  concrete,  and  all  water  and 
drain  pipes  should  be  surrounded  with 
concrete.  Even  an  old  cellar  may  be 
made  rat  proof  at  comparatively  small 
expense.  Rat  holes  may  be  permanently 
closed  by  a  mixture  of  cement,  sand,  and 
broken  glass  or  sharp  bits  of  stone. 

Rat  proof  granaries,  corncribs,  and 
poultry  houses  may  be  constructed  by  a 
liberal  use  of  concrete  in  the  foundations 
and  floors. 

Kats,  mice,  and  sparrows  may  be  ex- 
cluded from  corncribs  by  the  use  of  either 
an  inner  or  an  outer  covering  of  fine  mesh 
wire  netting  sufficiently  heavy  to  resist 
the  teeth  of  rats. 

The  common  custom  of  setting  corn 
cribs  upon  posts  With  inverted  pans  at  the 
top  often  fails  because  the  posts  are  not 
long  enough  to  insure  that  the  lower 
cracks  of  the  structure  are  beyond  jump- 
ing reach  of  rats.  The  posts  should  pro- 
ject at  least  3  feet  above  the  surface  of  the 
ground. 

Natural  Enemies  of  Rats. 

The  value  of  carnivorous  mammals  and 
the  larger  birds  of  prey  in  destroying  rats 
should  be  more  fully  recognized,  especially 
by  the  farmer  and  the  game  preserver. 
Chief  among  the  animals  that  are  useful 
in  destroying  these  rodents  are  the  fox, 
skunk,  and  weasel,  and  the  larger  species 
of  owls  and  hawks.  Rats  destroy  more 
poultry  and  game,  both  eggs  and  young 
chicks,  than  all  the  birds  and  wild  mam- 
mals named  combined,  yet  some  of  our 
most  useful  birds  of  prey  and  carnivorous 
mammals  are  persecuted  almost  to  the 
point  of  extinction.  An  enlightened 
public  sentiment  should  cause  the  repeal 
of  alibounties  on  these  animals  and  afford 
protection  to  the  majority  of  them. 

Conclusions. 

By  the  persistent  use  of  traps,  occasional 
resort  to  poison,  and  the  exercise  of  fore- 
thought in  the  construction  of  farm  build- 
ings so  as  to  minimize  the  opportunities 
for  harborage,  farmers  and  others  may 
prevent  the  greater  part  of  the  loss  and 
annoyance  they  now  experience  from  rat 
depredations.  The  same  statement  ap- 
plies in  great  measure  to  city  and  village 
conditions.  Hence  cooperation  in  the 
warfare  on  rats  is  particularly  important 
and  can  not  be  too  strongly  urged. — U.  S. 
Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Farmers'  Bulletin, 
897. 


More   About  Self=Regulating 
Incubators. 


EDITOR  Farm-Poultry:  —  Farm- 
Poultry  has  been  on  our  list  for 
many  years,  and  we  appreciate  the 
many  good  things  in  its  columns,  though 
we  have  neglected  to  acknowledge  its 
value  except  by  continued  subscriptions. 

I  was  interested  in  Mr.  Foss'  letter  about 
self-regulating  in  incubators.  I  have 
run  one  three  seasons,  taking  off  four 
hatches  each  spring,  and  though  I  con- 
sider the  thermostat  a  great  help  in  regu- 
lating the  temperature,  I  have  not  re- 
garded  it  a-:  equal  to  "doing  it  all." 
There  are  influences — the  location  of  the 
machine,  the  changes  of  weather  condi- 
tions, as  well  as  the  development  of  the 
germ  with  its  steadily  increasing  heat 
given  till"  in  the  egg  chamber,  etc.,  which 
make  it  necessary  for  the  operator  to  keep 
an  eye  on  it,  and  use  his  judgment  in 
assisting  the  thermostat  to  regulate. 

My  incubator  stands  in  a  small  room 
through  which  we  have  to  pass  often.  It 
isn.it  an  ideal  location  in  some  respects, 
though  it  is  where  I  can  keep  watch  of  it, 
both  .lay  and  night.  I  often  find  it  neces- 
sary to  change  the  lamp  flame,  or  to  raise 
tir  lower  the  damper  during  the  last  part 
of  the  period  of  incubation  and  while 
hatching,  and  sometimes  to  take  away 
the  lamp  for  a  while.  The  tenqierature 
seldom  reaches  ]0o°,  or  goes  lower  than 
101°.  The  incubator  is  a  hot  water  Ban- 
tam, 100  egg  capacity. 

I  have  just  taken  off  a  05  %  hatch  of 
lively  chicks.     The  preceding  batch  was 


73%.  The  smallest  number  hatched  was 
33;  and  I  acknowledge  I  am  not  fully 
satisfied  with  the  percentage.  If  Mr. 
Foss  considers  10%  hatches  good,  his  de- 
sires are  very  easily  satisfied.  Ten  chicks 
from  100  eggs  would  please  me  not  at  all. 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  my  largest  hatch. 

This  morning  I  broke  the  unhatched 
eggs.  I  found  in  some  chicks  fully  devel- 
oped, yolk  and  blood  absorbed ;  others  in 
different  stages  of  development;  others 
were  rotten;  and  I  ask  why  did  not  the 
first  hatch?  What  killed  the  second,  and 
produced  the  third  condition?  Is  it  be- 
cause of  something  I  did,  or  did  not  do,  or 
is  the  cause  within  the  egg  itself?  I  have 
kept  the  temperature  as  even  as  possible, 
rarely  rising  above  104°,  or  falling  below 
102°.  The  eggs  were  turned  twice  daily 
from  the  second  to  eighteenth  day,  inclu- 
sive, excepting  those  days  they  were 
tested.  The  16th  to  19th  days  were 
sprinkled  once  daily  with  warm  water,  and 
quickly  returned  to  the  egg  chamber. 
After  the  19th  day  the  egg  chamber  was 
not  opened  till  all  seemed  hatched  that 
would  hatch. 

"Will  some  one  who  knows  lots  more 
than  I  do  al» .tit  incubation  and  chickens, 
tell  me  what  I  have  done  that  I  ought  not 
to  do,  or  what  I  have  left  undone  that  I 
ought  to  have  done,  to  insure  a  greater 
percent  of  healthy  chicks? 

Mrs.  Henry  E.  Vaughan. 

Hudson,  X.  H. 
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Use  Concrete 


In  building  your  poultry  houses.  It  is  clean, 
fireproof,  and  everlasting. 

Get  posted  on  concrete  work  by  subscribing  to 
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CONCRETE 


?7 


Published  monthly.  Devoted  to  reinforced 
concrete,  hollow  httllding  blocks,  cement,  brick, 
bridges,  ctilveris,  ornamental  work,  etc.  Price 
$1  per  year.  Sample  copies,  10  cents. 

Concrete  Publishing  Co., 

31  Newberry  Building,  Detroit,  Mich. 


BANNER 

POULTRY 
SUPPLIES 


of  every  descrip- 
tion. Prairie  State, 
Empire  State  and  Star  In- 
cubators and  Brooders, 
DrinkingrFountains,  Wire  Netting,  Spray 
Pumps,  AVhite  Washing  Machines,  Pow- 
der and  Liquid  Lice  Killers,  Roup  and 
Cholera  Cures,  Condition  Powders,  Egg 
Poods,  Oyster  Shells,  Beef  Scraps,  Dog 
Cakes  and  Medicines,  and  everything 
necessary  for  Breeding  Poultry  and  Pet 
Stock.  Our  immense  illustrated  catalog 
gives  a  complete  list.  It  is  free.  Send 
for  one.  EXCELSIOR  WIRE  AND  POUL- 
TRY SUPPLY  CO..  Dept.  I  ,  26-28  Vesey 
Street.  New  York  City, 


10  Post  Cards  Free! 


Ten  beautiful  post  curds  FREE— Comics,  Silhou- 
ettes, or  New  York  City  views.  Ten  (10)  provokiugly 
funny  post  cards  printed  on  excellent  slock — or  len 
(10)  beautifully  outlined  silhouettes  in  black— or  ten 
(10)  strikingly  characteristic  views  of  New  York  City 
(your  choice)  will  lie  6ent  to  you  ABSOLUTELY 
FREEif  you  will  send  only  a  dime  for  a  big  trial  sub- 
scription to  the  great  monthly,  HEARST'S  MAGA- 
ZINE. This  big,  new,  32-page  periodical  has  drawn 
upon  all  the  almost  unlimited  resources  of  the  great 
Hearst  organization  for  its  endless  variety  of  start- 
ling features.  Y'ou  will  find  In  Hearst's  new  maga- 
zine the  provokiugly  funny  color  cartoons,  the 
screamingly  odd  Nappy  Hooligan,  Busier  Brown, 
And  Hi  t  Name  W  as  .Maud,  and  the  dozen  and  one 
other  marvellous  creations  of  those  master  minds  of 
mirth  and  fun— Opper,  Dirks,  Bunny,  Outcault.  and 
all  the  rest.  Of  the  magazine's  great  editorial  writers 
only  a  few  of  the  dozens  upon  dozens  can  be  here 
mentioned.  Among  these  are:  ELLA  WHEELER 
WILCOX,  the  mosi  brilliant  woman  In  contemporary 
American  life;  DINKELSI'IEL,  the  inimitable— the 
man  who  basset  all  the  world  a-laughing;  MAURICE 
MAETERLINCK,  Belgium's  foremost  living  philos- 
opher and  litterateur:  CLARA  MORRIS,  the  noted 
actress,  who  will  write  of  life  on  the  stage  and  of  the 
busy  world;  PROFESSOR  GARRETT  P.  SERVISS, 
who  has  magically  tranformed  the  mysteries  of  sci- 
enceinlo  tales  of  marvellous  romance,  and  BEA- 
TRICE FAIRFAX,  the  most  brilliant,  cleverest  wo- 
man who  has  ever  written  on  1  ove,  romance  and  the 
things  of  the  heart.  These  are  but  A  FEW  of  tlie 
master  minds  that  will  contribute  to  the  monthly. 
For  1  lie  si  range,  tee  bizarre,  the  unlike,  the  fascinat- 
ing, read  the  brilliantly  interesting  new  HEARST'S 
MAGAZINE.  Now,  to  secure  the  above  big  collec- 
tion of  ten  beautiful  post  cards  ABSOLUTELY 
FREE,  send  us  at  once  only  a  dime— 10  cents— for  a 
big  trial  subscription,  and  we  will  send  you  in  addi- 
tion, FREE,  your  choice  of  any  of  the  above  three 
big  collections  of  ten  post  cards.  But  before  this 
offer  is  withdrawn,  send  us  your  dime  today — 
NOW— staling  YOUR  CHOICE,  and  addressing  : 
HEARST'S  MAGAZINE,  1739  Eighth  Ave., 
New  York  City. 


BENT'S  MILK  ALBIMEX. 


GREATEST    ANIMAL    FOOD  KNOWN. 


1  MILL,  1  HEN,  1  DAY,  1  EGG.  TRIAL  OFFER,  FREIGHT  PREPAID  east  Miss, 
river.  Endorsed  by  Leading  Ex.  Stations  and  Must  I'rominenl  Poultrymen.  U.R.  Fishel  says :"  Great- 
est Egg  Producer  1  have  ever  used."  Send  postal  to-day  for  folder  and  free  sample.  Agents  wanted.  Ask 
your  dealer.  Manufactured  only  by  THE  BENT-CROISSANT  CO.,  2.1  Main  Streel,  Antwerp,  N.  Y 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FAR/1 -POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them — and  help  us. 
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TRADE  TOPICS 


as  discussed  and  submitted  by  advertisers.  Our  readers  will  find  in 
these  brief  mentions  of  special  features,  of  claims  advanced  and  short 
business  arguments,  much  information  of  a  nature  which  will  not  only 
add  substantially.to  their  knowledge  of  current  trade  happenings  and 
affairs,  but  may  help  materially  to  decide  subsequent  buying  problems. 


that  the  best  are  the  cheapest.  This  is 
especially  true  of  instruments  under  which 
caponizing  tools  may  be  classed. 

To  sum  up  the  whole  matter  of  capon- 
izing, we  would  say  that  any  live,  wide 
awake  fanner  or  poultryman  or  his  son 
can  add  caponizing  to  his  poultry  business, 
and  materially  increase  his  profits.  If  he 
cares  to  buy  additional  roosters  and  cap- 
onize  them,  so  much  more  may  be  added 
to  his  profits. 

Buy  your  tools  from  a  reputable  maker, 
read  the  directions  carefully,  and  then 
make  money. 
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A  Surplus  of  Eggs. 


Capons  Earn  Dollars. 

By  Ciiaiilks  J.  I'illinc.  Lansdowne,  Pa. 

The  two  questions  about  canonizing 
that  are  must  generally  asked  are  the  fol- 
lowing: First.— Can  1  easily  do  it  myself? 
Second-— What  is  the  best  time  to  capon- 
ize?  Answering  the  first  question,  the 
w  t  iter  would  say  that  in  conversation  with 
many  caponizers  he  finds  that  the  opera- 
tion after  it  is  learned  takes  from  one  to 
live  minutes,  depending  upon  the  expert- 
ness  of  the  operator  and  the  kind  of  tools 
he  uses.  One  of  the  most  expert  opera- 
tors that  we  have  had  the  pleasureof  talk- 
ing with  says  that  he  can  caponize  at  the 
rate  oi  sixty  per  hour,  providing  another 
fowl  is  ready  for  him  as  soon  as  he  has 
finished  the  preceding  one.  In  our  opin- 
ion none  of  our  readers  can  expect  to 
caponize  at  this  speed,  and  there  is  really 
no  use  in  trying  to  do  so,  but  three  to  five 
minutes  to  a  fowl  is  plenty  of  time,  and  is 
considered  a  fair  speed  for  the  average 
caponizer. 

In  answer  to  the  second  question,  the 
time  to  caponize  depends  more  upon  the 
size  than  upon  the  age.  The  average 
rooster  should  be  about  two  and  one-half 
to  three  months  old.  The  rooster  that  is 
too  young  is  rather  difficult  to  caponize, 
and  after  he  Incomes  too  old  there  is  less 
chance  of  success;  therefore  tlie  right  time 
is  the  few  weeks  that  he  is  changing  from 
the  gawky  chick  to  the  young  rooster. 

American  ingenuity  has  perfected  easy 
to  use  tools  for  caponizing,  so  that  it  is  far 
easier  to  perform  the  simple  operation 
now  than  ever  lietore. 

A  small  cut  is  made  between  the  last 


fin. 2.   Dotted  Line  shows  where  Incision  should 
be  made  between  First  and  Second  Ribs. 

two  ribs.  (Fig.  2),  well  up  towards  the 
back,  and  the  testicles  may  lie  taken  out 
either  with  the  twisting  scoop  or  canula — 
(Fig.  3). 


fig.  S.  Canula  and  Twisting  Scoop. 

To  say,  when 


Fig.  1.    Comparison  between  Capon  and  Rooster. 

It  is  astonishing  how  little  is  known 
about  capons.  Hundreds  of  well  informed 
people  seem  to  think  that  the  capon  is 
some  particular  breed,  perhaps  some 
novelty  or  some  freak.  They  do  not  seem 
to  know  that  the  nations  of  Europe,  noted 
for  their  strict  economy,  have  been  capon- 
izing for  hundreds  of  years,  and  in  many 
instances  these  foreigners  do  it  with  the 
crudest  tools. 

It  will  be  found  that  by  caponizing  the 
surplus  young  roosters,  and  keeping  them, 
(mind  you,  not  until  they  are  three  or 
four  months  older,  but  until  fully  ma- 
tured), their  value  in  many  instances  is 
double.  We  do  not  mean  that  the  weight 
is  actually  double,  but  we  do  mean  that 
the  weight  combined  with  the  extra  value 
of  the  capon  meat  makes  the  fowl  nearly 
double  its  former  value.  The  larger  the 
capon  the  more  per  pound  he  is  worth, 
and  as  capons  are  good  foragers,  devoting 
all  their  time  to  eating,  digesting,  and 
growing,  they  become  an  additional  source 
of  revenue  to  the  poultry  raiser. 

After  selecting  a  good  set  of  tools,  (and 
this  is  just  as  important  as  to  have  any 
other  good  tools  and  implements  for  farm 
and  garden  work)  pick  out  a  clear  day 
and  then  select  one  or  two  young  roosters 
that  will  make  good  broilers,  kill  them, 
and  then  try  to  caponize.  The  reason  we 
suggest  this  is  because  like  every  other 
new  work,  the  beginner  feels  somewhat 
clumsy,  and  perhaps  a  little  nervous  at 
first.  You  can  take  all  the  time  you  want 
on  this  your  first  caponizing  lesson.  A  f  ter 
you  are  through  they  are  just  as  good  for 
cooking  as  though  you  had  not  tried  to 
caponize  them.  Do  not  be  discouraged  if 
you  have  not  quickly  succeeded  your  first 
time,  but  after  yon  have  done  it  two  or 
three  times  it  will  be  surprising  to  see  how 
much  nearer  an  expert  you  become  each 
time. 

Do  not  be  misled  by  the  word,  "Phil- 
adelphia" capon.  This  simply  means 
that  the  very  highest  grade  of  capon, 
whether  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  Maine, 
or  California,  is  called  Philadelphia  capon, 
because  it  is  an  extra  fine  bird.  The  sup- 
ply does  not  keep  up  with  the  demand, 
and  in  consequence  the  finest  trade  in  the 
large  cities  sometimes  pay  as  high  as 
thirty-five  cents  per  pound  forcapons,  be- 
cause they  are  so  scarce.  Of  course  the 
usual  price  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  pound  for  capons  of  large  size. 

A  good  set  of  capon  tools  may  be  bought 
for  about  $2.50.  This  may  seem  a  little 
high,  but  do  not  try  to  "caponize  with 
cheap  tools,  remembering  in  the  long  run 
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The  phenomenal  extent  of  storage  ac- 
cumulations to  date  and  the  maintenance 
of  a  very  large  scale  of  production  at  a 
time  when  it  was  generally  expected  that 
the  supply  of  eggs  might  fall  off  enough  to 
offset,  in  a  measure,  the  early  excess,  is 
naturally  drawing  attention  to  the  capac- 
ity of  the  leading  markets  to  take  care  of 
a  continued  surplus.  Never  before  has 
there  been  any  question  that  the  cold 
storage  facilities  would  be  ample  to  carry 
all  the  surplus  that  dealers  might  care  to 
put  away ;  and  even  now,  although  some 
of  the  trade  seem  to  think  that  we  shall 
reach  the  end  of  storage  facilities  before 
the  season  of  surplus  is  over,  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  available  room  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  little  danger  of 
the  demand  for  storage  facilities  exceeding 
the  supply.  In  our  last  issue  we  esti- 
mated the  public  storage  room  in  this  city 
and  vicinity  at  about  800,000  cases  avail- 
able for  eggs;  but  further  information 
makes  it  seem  probable  that,  in  case  of 
urgent  need  a  considerably  larger  quantity 
— probably  about  a  million  of  cases — 
could  be  stored  here.  And  we  are  reliably 
informed  that  Chicago,  including  the 
facilities  at  the  stock  yards,  can  take  care 
of  nearly  1,500,000  cases  in  cold  storage. 
We  think  the  largest  quantity  of  eggs  ever 
held  in  Chicago,  at  the  height  of  the  sea- 
son, was  somewhere  between  800,000  and 
1,000,000  cases;  and  the  greatest  quantity 
ever  held  here  was  a  little  over  600,000 
cases.  Both  of  these  markets  have  al- 
ready stored  more  eggs  than  ever  before 
at  this  season,  and  Xew  York  has  more 
than  the  highest  previous  record  at  any 
date.  In  our  next  issue  we  hope  to  give 
reliable  estimates  of  the  amount  of  eggs 
stored  in  the  leading  markets  at  the  close 
of  May.  From  present  indications  the 
accumulations  at  the  end  of  this  month 
will  exceed  the  largest  quantity  ever  be- 
fore recorded  at  the  height  of  the  storage 
season,  which  has  never  been  reached  be- 
fore some  time  in  July. — A'.  Y.  Prodm-e 
Review. 


W ANTED 

Information  regarding  good  farm  that  is  for  sale  and 
which  can  be  liougbl  of  owner.  NO  AGKNTS 
NEED  ANSWER.  Wish  to  hear  from  owner 
only  willing  to  elose  hi*  own  deal  and  >avp 
buyer  paving  hie  commission  and  fancy 
price  to  gome  agent.  \»  onlcl  also  like  to  hear 
of  good  small  business  for  Kale  by  owner. 
AdareaBa 

I  N  FORMATION  I>EP.ARTM  KM. 
Locator  1'uh.  Co.,         Minneapolis,  Minn 


banner 

VERMIN 


LICE  AND 
POWDER 


A  cbeap,  effective  dis- 
infectant and  remedv, 
powder  form  to  be 
'dusted  on.  Perfectly 
harmless.  Soz.lSc.  1  lb.  40c  (postpaid) 
31bs.50c.  6'A  lbs.tl.00.  (f.o.b.N.  Y.  City) 
Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co., 
Dept.  I   26-28  Vesey  St.,  New  York"  City. 


A  good  illustration  emphasizes  the  old 
saying,  "  Seeing  is  believing." — Printers' 
Ink. 


THE  POULTRY  DIGEST 

25  CENTS  PEK  YEAR. 

An  Enterprising.  Pushing  and  Progressive  Poul- 
try .Journal.  A  live  and  Instructive  Periodical 
Different  From  All  the  Kest.  True  to  name,  a  con- 
cise and  boiled  down  digest  of  all  doings  in  the  Poul- 
try World  —  A  time  saving  periodical:  methodical, 
to  the  point  and  conservative.  If  you  w  ant  lo  know 
what  to  do  each  month  In  the  poultry  yard,  send  in 
vour  subscription  lo  ihe 

FOI  I  TRV  DIGEST  I'l  l:.  CO., 
43  Centre  St.,  >ew  York  Ciiy,  N.  Y. 


Poultry  Magazine, 

Monthly,  50  to  100  pa*e«,  its  writers 
are  the  most  successful  I  oultrymeii 
and  women  in  the  United  Stales.   It  is 

The  POULTRY  TRIBUNE, 

nicely  illustrated,  brimful  each  month 
of  information  on  How  to  Care  for 
Fowls  and  Make  the  Mos»  Money  with 
them.  In  fact  so  good  you  can't  afford 
to  be  without  it.  Pri^e.  50  cent*  per  vear.  Send  at  once 
for  free  sample  and  SPECIAL  OFFER  TO  You. 

R.  R.  FISHER,  Pub.,  Box       Freeport,  III. 


Are  You  IFLo^vcly? 

If  so,  place  vour  orders  for  cgs'S  with 

Riveryiew  Poultry  Yards, 

From  prize  winning  and  utilllv  stock. 
Barred  and  White  P.  Kocks. 

White  and  Silver  W  \audottcs. 
Eggs  $1  per  15;  $5  per  100. 
Special  Dialings  in  Harred  and  White  1".  liorks.  and 
White  Wvandi.ltes.  S2  per  15;  So  per  50. 
All  stock  same  blood,  bred  in  line  for  \ears. 
High  scoring  birds.  Stock  for  sale. 

T.  H.  CAMPBEIX,  Prop..  Ellsworth,  Me. 


CONSIDER  THE  COCKERELS 


And  instead  of  marketing  surplus  cockerels  at  a 
time  when,  at  5  or  6 lbs.  each,  they  bring  only  a  few 
dollars  a  dozen,  take  account  of  the  possibilities  of 
greater  profit, 

AND 

CAPONIZE  THEM, 

At  a  comparatively  small  cost  for  food,  they  can 
produce  capons  weighing  10  or  12  pounds,  and  which 
will  net  them  12  to  16  cents  per  pound.  The  method  is 
very  simple  —  the  instructions  so  clear  —  that  with  a 
little  practice  anyone  cau  perform  Iheoperation.  The 
demand  for  nice  large  capons  far  exceeds  the 
supply.  Willi  th~  proper  instruments,  caponizing  is 
easy.  We  send,  postage  prepaid,  a  splendid,  complete 
set  of  thoroughly  reliable  instrumenls,  in  velvet 
lined  case,  together  with  book  of  Instructions  HOW 
TO  CAPONIZE. alitor  only  S2.75.  Or  wewillsend 
Farm-Poultry  one  year,  a  set  of  instruments,  and 
the  book  HOW  TO  CAPONIZE  all  for  only  $3.00. 


Send  jnonev  order,  cash  or  stamps  to 

FARM  POULTRY  PUR. CO., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


w  ill  benefit  yeu  —  please  them — and  help  us. 


